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All genomes have mobile genetic segments called transposable elements (TEs). Here we describe a
system, which we term SOS splicing, that protects Caenorhabditis elegans and human genes against
DNA-transposon-mediated disruption by excising these TEs from host mRNAs. SOS splicing, which
seems to operate independently of the spliceosome, is a pattern-recognition system triggered by the
base-pairing of inverted terminal repeat elements, which are a defining feature of DNA transposons.
We identify three factors required for SOS splicing in both € elegans and human cells: AKAP17A,
which binds TE-containing mRNAs; the RNA ligase RTCB; and CAAP1, which bridges RTCB and
AKAP17A to allow RTCB to ligate mRNA fragments generated by TE excision. We propose that SOS

splicing is a previously undescribed conserved and RNA-structure-directed mode of mRNA splicing,

and that an identified function of SOS splicing is to genetically buffer animals from the deleterious

effects of DNA-transposon-mediated gene perturbation.
(Zhao et al., 2026, Nature Vol. 649 & 1 abstract {4 % 3| i)

buffer : (&) {£#3 2 deleterious : &
gene perturbation : A FHE) GHIGZ T OHRBELHAEL ERIWICEL T2 &)

L ZHE, RERRINZBIHXDT 7R 52 (BES) B9 Th s, Hi-ickBIns: [SOS x
TI7Avv ] Lk, EDLXS D, UTO5525R0, @Q~Q0TSCELAZ L,
(2) BERT %7/ 4 DNA 2> 5 HL b B < ks
b) 2774V —LLFEMKIC, premRNADA ¥ b oy 2RE, %V vk IEHcEEET 2 e
(c) mRNA I A & N7z EnBS K 1 2 1 D Bk < B

A
2. ZOWFETERNS L L7-4YfE% 21, Eztux]'cxx.ttéb‘ .,,ﬁiwmm

v

3. CO#TIES ¢ 3 DOMT AKAP17A, RTCB, CAAPI i, 2R % D%ﬁB:C
NR1DA~COEREEZ bNEH, A~C DEETELAZ W,
AV

4. FRE3ODEFIZ. UTOHETRAZ Y —=v 2 X, RNA OEL DA
HICBGT 572 RNAI CBADBET red EHWL. 2OMCR10 5oL oo
D #2—F3% DNA BFI2BAL 2 BEFRRA Y L2, LS D OB (51)
a—F9 3% DNABSIZIFEA L GFP BEEET Xy e %, 55
2L OKBAEY) (rsd3 T AMK) CHEALDL, EMS UBICK D X ¥ X ABETFICERY 5%,
Z @ 2 B LT utp-203@15F D RNAL #1727, utp-2013 Y RY — LERICBES T 3£ B I
PADBEFTH B, 3 20T OBEFOVFNHIICERIE L7 LREWIZ. 2) GFP HHE RS
2% b) RNAI BICAEFL T B h, EHl L &b~k X,

5. THMEZAMRL A v,

16




I DFo@M (1) ~ (6) C&HZXREW,

(1) A FTOABOERIZOWVWT, SMILESIERXR EMollERKRD ¥ H 6 CTRBTX 50
HDOLVWRELLOBKXTCHLERBALPEAMIOLE A RE W, /2, OB EZMBIC
L&,

>

Ao IE G ST O3KIT S (W O 2 W A E)
B. ERMAFORFMOEME (PR P—)

(2) L FOSMILESEB L., LEMICIIIEL WA, £ 053 & 1M E o MED
OTHDEDIEZFINK-WIEBOTARALETCHDLIEEZLND,

C1=CC=C1C=C

(2—=1) ZOSMILESEMRIT 2 EAERTFORKE L, MENICHFETIRO K
X (A% 2822 &wn,

(2—2) ZOWMBER=RXIALF-—NWICBODTALRETHIHEMBE, BB LRIV,

(3) AMBABO@RELD [ HFRW X, 7T/ BOWOE-> I K]
BARAXRTHD, MOIBERD 7 7 A ViCik, R/ISHEEPOARAFRBERAB BN S
TWd, ZOWHBN, SMILESERXCREBRIABRWVWHA, "M A A7 F~T
A2 AMBIEBIT 2T 2R —2RBEBVTAEDENRIENE O 8% WIS
HZERIC, YOXORBAMAMERELDI L, MRICKH LRSSV,

(4) Mol (v2000) D Atom BlocklZ KM X DX, Y, 2D JE 15 4§ @ 1X 999 7 A8
FRTHY, OO FEETCRI000fALL Loy FoRBENRTERY, £m B

HUEBUAWMAET, 2O LloaoT VoL BAaMLMERAELS ., MR
el T M - AT

(5) SMILESIEXR CAER FOMBAEAM TS5 mE2, WHDEOMWM MDD il
RicHEBH LRI W,

17




2026 B K FEEAE ABRFEAEAEZRBRNE
BLTEHERN HRUBBRE L6 P2EHER
£ & B %

() MBES RS LA REMMRCHEST S L

I

BLTFTOoOXRMERA, MW (1) ~ (9) KEXREW,

HhOMBEIENRIEX a DL ) RIELERBEACHEHTLTWE LTS, L, 2o2TE
PER, SHER, BS HBMBELBRUSK, PRAERVTHL D, ¥, ke ko, ke ERIET 5
REHIBRTRIGEEER CH S, Z OBRKEIIE Michaelis-Menten T F Ao & » TRERA L
THIENTE, £OMERIGHEE X Michaelis-Menten | L LCHBhTWSB,
k k
+ - cat
E+ S ﬂ?l.ES.——Q‘P
- (KI5 a)
(1) BIEK a ©BE%E KD H Michaelis-Menten X 2 W+ 2 L &, EREERGEUN I
VREEELEORER (FBRRX) 2812 H &0,

(2) RIEX aw20T, BBEREHEELA2 V & LT Michaelis-Menten R & & 2 & &\
=7 L, Michaelis-Menten ¥ % Km & L, TOHEKXbLRT = &,

(8) ket BAMERERME: IFh, BMEELORMEEZRTHEME LD, —FH, BEfEML
LTHEERXDE, Thb ZOO*EHV)Eﬁ‘Di&U‘%m%L FhEhZHE VST
DEAEHLRBBEE Z RSV,

(4) EBOMELEEOMERIEDN, Z KM A Michaelis-Menten & 7 WV (Z 1 5 B R K
EhERATASERBREBRBLRS Y,

(5) HEBOHEBMBOLABERICIVT, TOoOPHM AWM ERKETS5BE I,
keal Ky TRO LN MR (HREEK) DRRANTCOBRBELEO M S 28T
BWiig L 2284820, toBbBE2E2LRhaEn,

(6) BMAMICH®E+ 5 & &, Michaelis-Menten & % [

X a OWER i
MErzEbARCEELREW, 2L, BEHMRITREL, TOMR
Hux K&

(7N EW S HET H L &, Michaelis-Menten X %

ELREW, XL, MERET I TRL, 08

Y
oﬁpzt

(8) —Mic, WEMETCTCOABOBROMMBD R IIMA 10OM "+ WAR Y, £0
HEE2BHLESW, EEL, UTFo [HEBE] Polaadshhn 1EBEESBW
8 ¥ g

[HEmE] B mhxl, BXRRE, K BR

(9) HAROMBIETER, REOCLENITOME 1 ns LYV HLEVWRMTEFIBE T
D, BrEZEMDLAIGAGKNTFLRENR, BFBOHRIEBREZIAINAERY VIR %
ERELEHA, COBTFBOREOMBHREI-RT DL 10°PM! s A HICH X
TWb, ZOHREMNMW (8) OBMEFHE LAV L E2BHLR IV,

18




20264E X¥EEFAFXARMEA
BET¥HER BREARE £af¥PEK
S N - =

() MBEFS I -3 ES 2L THREARICAT TS &

BOoO®# S ENATTEYS OPTHZBET S EDRECRE, "BREPOARBE (EEZ
ER) 2B BRI THEBISLES b, Z 0o IEEBE] 2F 80 5
REEWML2EBEELLT, BTFTo0 2o @mbih TD,

J ¥ o A2 X — DBl (Rule of Five)

M4 & (MW) R500 FThHhALET., BEEBMERIBETF ChbsaTREEDIBH V] &
5, thE. AFPIEXRECESIBEY., AREORMzZYAENHICEY KT 3
NHEHBEIZCARED EWIIRBRRBRAIZEISIWT WS,

S

N

= N — DO HE R (Veber's Rules)

TE % A £ % & 3% (NROTB) Z# 10U F T hh i, MEBEEZBRE CThH 5 a &£ #
wm\Ww,) 3 B, NROTB:E i, B EETNLT . 2oXBERFTRE2VEREASO
¥ET., THhESFO ¥4 X Eob Z&#E) CXELEEZETD 5,

o

[ B & 1
RKicFdT 2>0fkid% (A8 X OB) OSMILESE % & & 8 &, UTo®HMLEK
B x 2 &,

it & ¥ A: ccceccecceccc(=0)NC

ik & ¥ B: C12CCCCCLCC3CCCCC3C2

w1

tEaBAB L UBo {k Z2EEXLE, BEEO22F 0 PEHBEBIZR D EH>ICHER
X,

w2

t&E AR L GBRR 2w T, EBAXOERICESE, ThZ2hoHEHETERZHS
¥ (NROTB) 2 H H L A& w, T k., FotrtHr, FoEEd&rBRIILLE
R IiICER =X,

w3

ftE&EBALBi, REEB LI FEPIEZIERETH B, L2L, EEOHEZE
BT ER2ZEEETELEBBO F A E ERRIED S, 2E I & F 0 F &K #%
(NROTBHE K &2 W Z &) | PRBBLTHEHEFTDBDERRLERZDO., KBHBRF » 5L
fEEBEARAETE ~BBH T 5 80 BEE=x > bat¥— (Conformational Entropy) @ &
EEBL, ¥ 7 ABHZRXRVF — O EALKXAG=MM-TASZ AV THEBHBIRBHA L
mEW, ¥F—-UV—-FE LT IBEExYy brE—)] ., TEBEXLVE - EE,)
Tz vy b vt —H#H k) RLL2EAT?OREFELV,

19






