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In this class we will read three short stories by the African American science fiction writer Octavia Butler. We will discuss issues of race,
class and gender as well as the acceptance of people with disabilities in American culture. The class format will be lecture and discussion.
Class requirements include short writing assignments, an oral presentation, and a final exam.

The class will be conducted in English.

HEH/

Students will deepen their understanding of the diversity of American society and learn how to analyze American works of literature.

EEEER

Students will learn how to interpret literary works and study American culture. They will practice presenting their own arguments in oral
presentations and in discussion. Students will improve their English ability, critical thinking and speaking skills.

[(EEHEIAE |

1.Introduction

2.Lecture on Octavia Butler

3. “The Evening and the Morning and the Night”

4. “The Evening and the Morning and the Night”

5.“The Evening and the Morning and the Night”

6.Short videos about hip hop dancer and performance artist Bill Shannon aka “Crutchmaster”

7. “Bloodchild”
8. “Bloodchild”
9.“Bloodchild”

10.0Oral presentations, day 1

11.0Oral presentations, day 2

12. “Speech Sounds”

13. “Speech Sounds”

14.Course review: summary of issues connected to gender and disability in American culture.
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In this course we will discuss the differences in the image of robots and artificial intelligence (Al) between the United States and Japan. We
will read three science fiction stories: Sarah Pinsker, “Bigger Fish,” Vina Jie-Min Prasad, “A Guide for Working Breeds” and Alastair
Reynolds, “Polished Performance”. We will also discuss real robots like LOVOT and Sony’s aibo.

Analyzing the image of robots and Al in the United States will enable us to discuss broad themes connected to American culture.

The class will focus on student presentations and discussion.

The class will be conducted in English.

HEH/

The aim of this course is to improve students’ ability to analyze both literature and culture. We will study how literature address questions
such as what it means to be human.

EEEEN

Students will improve their English ability, critical thinking and oral discussion / presentation skills. They will also learn how to critically
analyze literary texts.

(EEAEERE |

1.Introduction

2.Laws of Robotics: Isaac Asimov vs. Tezuka Osamu
3.Lecture/discussion on the image of robots and Al in the USA and Japan
4.Sarah Pinker, “Bigger Fish”

5.Sarah Pinker, “Bigger Fish”

6.Vina Jie-Min Prasad, “A Guide for Working Breeds”

7.Vina Jie-Min Prasad, “A Guide for Working Breeds”

8.Vina Jie-Min Prasad, “A Guide for Working Breeds”

9.0ral presentations

10.Alastair Reynolds, “Polished Performance”

11.Alastair Reynolds, “Polished Performance”

12.Alastair Reynolds, “Polished Performance”

13.Emotion modeling in real robots: aibo and LOVOT

14.Course review: summary of themes related to robots and Al in the USA and Japan
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BREDOHE

This course will investigate issues related to migration and cross—cultural identity in different generations. It considers what it means to be
“American” in a multicultural society, and how identity transforms when people move to other countries.

We will read two graphic novels in this course. “We Are Not Strangers” by Josh Tuininga is based on a true story of a community’ s
struggle with race, responsibility, and what it means to be an American during the second World War. “Himawari House” by Harmony
Becker tells the story of three friends from different countries who explore their changing identities while living in contemporary Japan.

The class will be conducted in English.

HEH/

The purpose of this course is to learn about minority communities in the United States and explore issues surrounding their presence and
participation in multicultural America and Japan. Students will improve both their ability to make presentations in English and their critical
thinking skills.

EEEER

Students will improve their English ability, critical thinking and oral discussion / presentation skills. They will also learn how to critically
analyze literary texts.

[(EEHEIAE |

. Introduction

. Himawari House (HH) chapters 1-2; We Are Not Strangers (WANS) Introduction to p. 15
. HH chapters 3-4; WANS pp. 16-35

. HH chapters 5-6; WANS pp. 36-55

. HH chapters 7-8; WANS pp. 56-71

. HH chapters 9-10; WANS pp. 72-91

. HH chapters 11-12; WANS pp. 92-109

. HH chapters 13-14; WANS pp. 110-129

. HH chapters 15-16; WANS pp. 130-167

10. HH chapters 17-18; WANS pp. 168-181

11. HH chapters 19-21

12. Discussion of final reports

13. Final lecture and discussion on the theme of ethnicity in multicultural societies.
14. Course review: summary of issues in multicultural America
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The following textbooks are available at the student co—op:

Becker, Harmony. Himawari House. First Second Books. 2021. New York. ISBN 125023557X
Tuininga, Josh. We Are Not Strangers: A Graphic Novel. Harry N. Abrams (September 12, 2023)
ISBN: 1419759957
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%5[A]: William Faulkner, “Dry September,” pp. 169-173

#6[E]: William Faulkner, “Dry September,” pp. 173-175

5 7[A]: William Faulkner, “Dry September,” pp. 175-180

#8[H]: William Faulkner, “Dry September,” pp. 180-183

% 9[A]: Flannery O’ Connor, “Everything That Rises Must Converge,” pp. 405-408
% 10[E]: Flannery O’ Connor, “Everything That Rises Must Converge,” pp. 408-412
%11[8]: Flannery O’ Connor, “Everything That Rises Must Converge,” pp. 412-414
% 12[A]: Flannery O’ Connor, “Everything That Rises Must Converge,” pp. 413-417
%513[r]: Flannery O’ Connor, “Everything That Rises Must Converge,” pp. 417-420
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This course introduces students to the study of Phonetics, the scientific study of speech sounds. It focuses on the segmental phonetics of
English, or the study of individual speech sounds, but some interaction with other properties of the English sound system will also be
covered. In addition, some attention will be paid to the differences between English and Japanese.

Overall, the course begins by highlighting the differences between English spelling and English pronunciation and recognizing the need for
a different kind of alphabet to represent precisely how words are pronounced. While learning to use the International Phonetic Alphabet
(IPA), students will study the phonetic features of speech gestures including tongue position, lip shape, place of articulation, manner of
articulation and more. Starting from the familiar set of 5 vowels (F:3) in Japanese, we will study the 14-vowel system of English and then
progress through the different classes of consonants (). The course ends with students learning about segment pronunciations change
in fluently produced English speech.

HEEH®

Studying the phonetics and phonology of English will give students a deeper understanding of the sounds of spoken English, their
relationship to English spelling, and the principles that govern their sequence patterns within words. By connecting phonetics to
pronunciation, students will identify aspects of their own English speech that would benefit from targeted pronunciation training and
practice. Students interested in pursuing a career as an English teacher will gain a strong foundation that will prepare them for learning
how to teach pronunciation.

EEEER

This course provides students with an in—depth understanding of segmental phonetics. Students will learn precisely how individual speech
sounds of English are produced, with a special emphasis on those segments in spoken English that are not part of spoken Japanese.
Students will become familiar with the International Phonetic Alphabet, or “IPA”, which consists of a complete set of symbols for writing all
of the speech sounds used in human language, though we will focus primarily on the symbols needed for the precise representation of
Japanese and English pronunciation. Connecting phonetics to pronunciation will give students a strong foundation in the description and
explanation of how English speech sounds are produced which will equip them to improve their own English pronunciation or to guide other:
in gaining accurate, fluent speech in English.
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. Pronunciation and the limits of English spelling

. The International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA)

. Sonority and segment classes

. Vowels: tongue height and tongue position

. Vowels: lip rounding and muscle tenseness

. Manners of articulation: glides, liquids, and nasals
. Mid—term summary and review

. Manners of articulation: stops, fricatives, and affricates
. Places of articulation

10. Fluent speech

11. Segments and syllables

12. Linking, deletion, and blending

13. Stress and vowel reduction

14. Summary and Review
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students can expected to receive results within one week following the end of the submission period. In some cases, feedback that applies
to several students will be posted to Manaba either in Course News or in a Discussion Forum.
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Extensive use of online polling for reviewing and summarizing lecture content throughout the course. Students should come to class
equipped with an internet—enabled device, such as a smartphone, tablet, or laptop computer.
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BREDOHE

This course introduces students to the phonetics of syllables, stress, words, compounds, and phrases, as well as intonation in sentences
and larger discourse in spoken English.

The course begins with how segments are organized into syllables, including their constituent parts. We then move to the grouping of
syllables into larger units of prosody such as the “metrical foot”, a unit used to analyze poetry that applies equally well to the study of
everyday spoken language. It is particularly useful in understanding the rules of English stress in words, compounds, and phrases. The
course finishes with students learning about the different intonation patterns used to signal grammatical and pragmatic meaning in spoken
discourse.

HEEH®

The purpose of studying the phonology of English is to understand the principled organization of speech sounds in patterns that give
English its distinctive rhythm and melody. It also provides a deeper understanding of the changes words undergo when they are inflected
with grammatical and derivational endings. Moreover, comparing the phonological principles of Japanese and English will make clear many
of the pronunciation challenges Japanese learners of English face and some of the strategies available to overcome them.

EEEEN

Students will gain a comprehensive understanding of the sound patterns of spoken English. This includes how speech sounds are
pronounced together in syllables which are themselves organized into larger units of stress and intonation. The phonetics and phonology of
English will be studied in depth, and students will learn how to apply what they learn to their own English pronunciation, with a particular
emphasis on fluency gained through improved phrasing, stress and intonation.
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. Segmental and Suprasegmental phonetics
. Segment classes

. Sonority hierarchy

. Syllabification

. Syllable constituents and syllable structure
. Syllable linking in fluent speech

. Mid—term summary and review

. Prosodic Foot structure

. Stress and accent

10. Word structure and word stress

11. Complex and Compound words

12. Phrasal stress

13. Intonation and Pragmatic force

14. Summary and Review
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Weekly quizzes will be administered online. Test 1 and Test 2 will take place on campus during class time. They evaluate your knowledge
and understanding of the material from the first half and the second half of the course, respectively. There is no comprehensive final exam
to review the whole course in a single test.
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Most quizzes are graded automatically with results available on Manaba once the quiz period ends. Tests are graded manually. Answers
will be available shortly after the test time has ended, and student test scores will be available through Manaba, typically within about one
week.
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Extensive use of online polling for reviewing and summarizing lecture content throughout the course. Students should come to class
equipped with an internet—enabled device, such as a smartphone, tablet, or laptop computer.
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There is no textbook for this course. All materials will be provided by the instructor. In addition, all class materials will be made available
on-line through Manaba.
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Radford, A. (2016). Analysing English Sentences. Cambridge University Press.
Haegeman, L. (2006). Thinking Syntactically: A Guide to Argumentation and Analysis. Blackwell.
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