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An eye for an eye. It is not unreasonable to
vindicate self-defense as a means of justice or as a
principle. It remains questionable, however,
whether the retaliation through violence will ever
liberate us from the endless cycle of wars. How,
then, can we overcome the folly of war? The
attempt Shigeaki Mori, an alumnus of Chuo
University, has made in long years of research
seems to offer us a clue to the solution.

Mr. Mori, who is a hibakusha (a survivor of
the atomic bombings) himself, has conducted
extensive research on the American soldiers who
died in the atomic bombing of Hiroshima, and
shared his discoveries with their families. Through
years of correspondence, a strong bond has been
formed between him and the soldiers’ families. This
can be regarded as a successful example of
diplomacy, not through the official channels, but
rather as a meaningful and fruitful diplomacy
conducted outside the government.

This year marks the 80th anniversary of the
end of the war that took place in Asian countries
and over the Pacific Ocean. We hope this
exhibition, by showcasing the activities of Mr. Mori,
will provide with an opportunity to reflect on what

‘the end of war’ really means.

May 17, 2025
Hiroyuki Ohnuki
Director, The Museum of Law and Justice

Executive Director, Chuo University



XL ®IC

% 80 FEZ2 W Z T

Introduction
80 Years after the End of the War
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2025 marks the 80th anniversary of the
end of the Second World War that took place in
Asian countries and over the Pacific Ocean.
The exhibition Shigeaki Mori and the
Tracing of the American Military Victims of
the Atomic Bomb: What the ‘End of the
War' Means, sheds light on the activities of a
dedicated private researcher who is a graduate
of Chuo University. When President Barack
Obama visited Hiroshima on May 27th 2016,
the first time for the sitting leader of the United
States to make such a visit, he embraced
Shigeaki Mori who was the representative of
hibakusha (survivors of the atomic bombings)
of Hiroshima.

Mori is himself a survivor of the atomic
bomb dropped on Hiroshima. After the war,
Mori began to conduct research on what
became of the American soldiers who had been
kept as prisoners in Hiroshima and perished in
the bombing, just like the Hiroshima citizens.
He also communicated with the soldiers’
families, and imparted to them the information
he painstakingly collected for himself. Through
this exhibition, as we mark 80 years since the
end of the war, we would like to look at the
concept of conciliation as a crucial factor in

truly bringing wars to an end.
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Chapter 1
The Great East Asia War, the Pacific War,

and Attacks on Kure and Seto Inland Sea
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The Pacific War broke out when Japan
attacked Pearl Harbor in Hawaii on December 7th,
1941 (Hawaii time). Three years and eight months
later, the two atomic bombs were dropped on the
cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, an act Harry
Truman, then President of the United States,
described as retaliatory. However, it was not only
Japanese who suffered from the atomic bomb in
Hiroshima. Among the victims were also American

soldiers who had been imprisoned in the city.



GH

TIT KV & B

Chapter 1
The Great East Asia War, the Pacific War,

and Attacks on Kure and Seto Inland Sea

R

1941 F O BERBWE O AT, HAWFHE L
TR & L CHRE 10 8, fTZERHE 10 &
W 41 E 2 o MR ZREL Tz, L2
L. 1942 D I v P v = — ik CHL2ERHE 4
ErRoZRKYIY & LTHEAIIREIC
WAL, o MO B OE L WARED 7=
HEHFT A TE T, BEEEDICENT
5Tl ERBRESINTV,

1945 4 7 A 24 H. KEDMIZEEHE D> & F
HE U 7= MO 23 L P SR I e 3 2 LA
a7, 7TH28 HIch EERThh, &
D H 2 b e U 72 RAUREERRE S B I
Mootz ZOEPICH—FTA4 FPDPEEL
Wb B2duvH AL T4 —5hdHotz,
DEELDORE, WAL > TEEI N
M2 ORI L 72 8B - B I3HE & ko
2o ZDO—HEB, TEDBINEICHETING Z &
b,

Attack on Kure

On the day of the attack on Pearl Harbor at
the end of 1941, the Japanese Navy had 10
battleships, 10 aircraft carriers, and 41 cruisers, and
this was its main force. Starting with the loss of four
aircraft carriers in the Battle of Midway in the
following year, however, Japan kept losing its force
regularly. Due to fuel shortage, the remaining ships
could not be deployed and were forced to remain in
the port of Kure.

The aircrafts dispatched from the U. S.
carriers conducted an air raid on the battleships
anchored in Kure Port and Seto Inland Sea on July
24th, 1945. Another attack followed on July 28th,
this time with additional heavy bombers flying from
Okinawa. A B-24 named Lonesome Lady, was led
by Thomas. C. Cartwright as the commanding
officer. After being shot down by the antiaircraft
fire, the crew escaped from the aircraft and were
taken as prisoners. A part of them were later

transferred to Hiroshima for imprisonment.
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The Dropping of the Atom Bomb

At 8.15 am, on August 6th, 1945, the atomic
bomb was dropped by B-29, Enola Gay, that was
flying from Tinian Island to Hiroshima. Aioi Bridge
was chosen as the target for its distinctive T-shape
was unique and easy to recognize from the sky. The
bomb made an intense flash, a powerful blast, an
earth-shaking sound, thick smoke filling the air, and
a massive mushroom cloud rising in the sky.

Mori was standing on a bridge, on his way to
Asahiyama Shrine where his primary school class
was planned to be held. The bridge was located 1.5
miles from ground-zero (hypocenter). He was
blown into the river by the blast, fortunately,
without injury.

Twelve prisoners of war, who had survived
the downing of a blustered heavy bomber, were held
at the Chugoku Military Police Headquarters and
two other military facilities 650 yards from
ground-zero. All of them were killed by the
bombing.
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Charles Lindbergh landed in Paris on May
21st, 1927 after completing the first solo flight
across the Atlantic Ocean. The news deeply touched
the hearts of many kids. From that moment, the
airplane became a symbol of admiration and
fascination. Fourteen years later, the Attack on
Pearl Harbor drew the United States into the
Second World War. It was only after entering the
war that the United States began to produce
aircrafts on a large scale and to train so many pilots
to launch counterattacks on Japan’ s military
factories. Many American high school students and
university students, inspired by their admiration for
flight, sought to enlist as aviation cadets. Some of
these young men, including the crew of the B-24
Lonesome Lady, were selected, trained and

ultimately sent to the battlefield.
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The Crew of the Lonesome Lady

The crew of the Lonesome Lady was
assembled in August 1944. They trained in
California every day, before being sent to the
battlefield via Hawaii in April 1945. The photo
below was taken before they headed for the Pacific
Ocean. Staff Sergeant Ralph ]. Neal, Ball Turret,
aged 23, who is not on the photo, joined the crew

on the day of attack on July 28th.

(back row, from left to right)

(D Bombardier, 2nd Lieutenant, James M. Ryan,
aged 20, Binghamton, New York

(2 Co-Pilot, 2nd Lieutenant, Durden W. Looper,
aged 22, Huntington, Arkansas

(3 Pilot, 2nd Lieutenant, Thomas C. Cartwright,
aged 21, York, South Carolina

(@ Navigator, 2nd Lieutenant, Roy M. Pedersen,
aged 21, Avees, lowa

(front row, from left to right)

(® Radio, Sergeant Hugh Atkinson, aged 26, Seattle,
Washington

(© Engineer, Sergeant Buford J. Ellison, aged 22,
Abilene, Texas

(D Tail Gunner, Staff Sergeant, William E. Abel, age
unknown, Denver, Colorado

Nose Turret, Corporal, John A. Long, Jr., aged
27, New Castle, Pennsylvania

(the person in front row right left the crew)
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Downing of the Lonesome Lady

in Ikachi Village

On July 28th, 1945, the Lonesome Lady
launched its second attack on the Battleship Haruna
in Kure. Shortly after dropping its bomb, the heavy
bomber was hit by anti-aircraft fire. The aircraft
burst into flames, and all crew escaped using their
parachutes. The Lonesome Lady crashed into the
Ikachi Village, Kuga, Yamaguchi Prefecture. The
following describes what happened to the crew after

their escape.

William Abel

Abel was the first to escape from the aircraft
and landed using his parachute. He made an
attempt to leave Hiroshima alone by train,
disguising himself as a Japanese citizen, but was
discovered and arrested onboard. He was sent to
Tokuyama, then to the military police in Kure, and
after the war to Ofuna. Since the location of his
arrest was different from those of other crew
members, he was not sent to Hiroshima, and
escaped the atomic bombing. He went back to the
United States, retired from the military in 1968, and
died in 2006.

Roy Pedersen

Tried to escape from the plane following
Abel, but his parachute failed to open properly, and
died in the fall. His body was discovered in the

mountains on September 29th, 1947.
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The American Victims of the Atomic Bomb

The American soldiers taken as prisoners
were sent to the Chugoku Military Police
Headquarters, with the exception of Cartwright,
who was transferred to an interrogation center in
Tokyo, possibly because he was the commanding
officer of the airplane. The rest of the soldiers were
imprisoned separately in the Chugoku Military
Police Headquarters, the building of the First
Infantry Recruit Corps, and Headquarters in
Hiroshima (which had previously been called
Hiroshima Garrison Headquarters). Then came the
moment of 8.15 am on August 6th. The following is
a trace of the American soldiers” movements

overlaid on an aerial photograph of Hiroshima taken

on July 25th.

James Ryan

Presumed to have been in the Chugoku
Military Police Headquarters when the bomb was
dropped. No details are known about what

happened to him after that.

Ralph Neal

Crawled out of a building that had been
destroyed by the blast of the bomb. Neal was
arrested by military police and sent to the military
police squadron in Ujina. He died of exposure to

radiation at 2.00 pm on August 19th.

Buford Ellison
No details are known about what happened

to Ellison.
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The American Victims of the Atomic Bomb

Hugh Atkinson

Imprisoned in the Chugoku Military Police
Headquarters when the bomb dropped, but he did
not die immediately. Atkinson was moved to Aioi
Bridge by military police, with plans to be taken to
Ujina with other survivors on the following day. He
died, however, in the early morning on 7th. His
body was left on the bridge, and was seen by many
people, leading to a rumor that he had been killed

by civilians.

John Long

Imprisoned in the Chugoku Military Police
Headquarters. The day after the atomic bomb was
dropped, Long was seen near the Headquarters,
barely alive. A witness also reported that he was
with another American soldier, whose name

remains unknown.

Durden Looper

Imprisoned in the Chugoku Military Police
Headquarters. Looper's whereabouts after the
atomic bomb explosion remains completely
unknown. The soldier seen with Long is presumed

to have been Looper.

9-2
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The atomic bomb flashed almost directly
above the head of the imprisoned American
soldiers. As the Japanese military policemen
watching over the soldiers and other prisoners
mostly perished, the facts about the American
soldiers faded away. Survivors remained silent
primarily because they did not want to be suspected
of having mistreated the American soldiers. The U.
S. government also showed little interest in
addressing this issue. As a result, history continued
to forget these American soldiers who was
victimized by the very atomic bomb created by their
own country.

Mori's research changed the situation. His
indefatigable effort uncovered numerous facts, and
built a bridge between the bereaved families of the
American soldiers, and Mori. This connection
fostered a new relationship—not one of friends nor
of foes, but of shared suffering among the victims of

the atomic bomb.
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Where did they go after that?

An article published in the newspaper
Mainichi on July 10th, 1970 broke the long silence.
It reveals that two American soldiers had been killed
by the atomic bombing. Also, since 1974 a TV
station NHK has asked viewers to send ‘pictures of
the atomic bomb’ that document their experience
caused by the atomic bombs, and one of the
drawings and paintings included two American
soldiers lying dead on Aioi bridge, and another that
depicted two American soldiers being taken around
Hiroshima Castle. These images sparked Mori’ s
interest in researching American soldiers victimized
by the bomb.

A witness told him the soldiers were buried
near Seibi National Primary School, where Mori
himself had once been a student. How many
American soldiers were in Hiroshima at the time?
Where did they go after the bombing? Mori
continued visiting the witnesses and people
connected to the event, collecting small but

undeniable pieces of evidence.
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Aioi Bridge and Shigeaki Mori (1)
displayed throughout the year

Mori was interested in an American soldier
who died on Aioi Bridge. A witness reported seeing
him on the bridge in the afternoon on August 6th.
There was also a rumor that he was killed by
enraged civilians afterward. Who was this soldier?
What really happened to him? Mori collected
information from witnesses one by one.

Many saw that a solider lying dead on the
bridge. But nobody saw the exact moment he was
killed. Eventually Mori found the person who had
brought the soldier to the bridge for himself. This
person revealed that, after taking the soldier to the
bridge from the Chugoku Military Police
Headquarters where he had been imprisoned, he
tied the soldier to the bridge railing to prevent hm
from escaping, only to discover in the next morning
that the solder was dead from exhaustion. Mori
became convinced that no slaughtering had taken
place. Mori used this scrapbook in his organizing

the information he found.
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Interaction with the Bereaved Families of

U.S. Soldiers

After the atomic bombing of Hiroshima on
August 6th, and in Nagasaki on the 9th, the
Japanese government surrendered on the 15th
accepting the terms of the Potsdam Declaration.
Legally, this marked the end of war between Japan
and the United States, but for the victims of the
atomic bombs and their families the war did not end
there.

‘Thope to tell the truth to the bereaved
families of the American soldiers’ : Mori’ s wish
deepened year by year. He searched for the families,
and tirelessly made international phone
calls—sometimes spending as much as 700 dollars a
month. Whenever he found a postal address, he
wrote letters. He kept writing and sending them
even when he received no response. Although not
all the family members responded warmly to his
efforts, over time, some began to open up.
Eventually a few even visited Hiroshima. It took 50
years after the end of the war, but a bridge of

understanding was slowly being built, little by little.
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Path to reconciliation (2-3)

displayed from May to October

Hugh Atkinson, who was in charge of radio
operation, escaped from the Lonesome Lady, and
landed in Kochi Son, Kuga District, Yamaguchi (a
neighboring prefecture to Hiroshima). Local
residents, led by a policeman, surrounded him with
bamboo lances and sickles. Atkinson fought back
with a gun and shot a civilian. He was soon arrested
and sent to Hiroshima.

Mika Marumo, a surviving family of the
civilian killed by Atkinson, met Cartwright, the
commanding officer of the Lonesome Lady in 1999,
with the help by Mori. Cartwright wished to offer
flowers to the family altar at home in memory of the

victim, and Mika Marumo accepted it. Cartwright

Shigeaki Mori and the families of the

American Soldiers victimized by the atomic
bombing (4)
displayed from November to March

Mori” s effort led to communication with
the families of the American soldiers who died of
the atomic bombing. One day he received a
Christmas card from one of these families, and in
the following years, more cards arrived. The cards
displayed here represents a bridge of peace —not
only between Mori and the soldiers’ families, but

also between the citizens of both countries.
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Building of the Memorial

During the 50 years after the atomic
bombing, numerous memorials and monuments
were built in Hiroshima, and countless efforts were
made to pass down the memory of the bombing to
future generations. There was no memorial
dedicated to the American victims of the atomic
bomb, however. Mori decided to create one at his
own expense. He wrote to Cartwright, asking him to
provide the inscription to be engraved on it.
Cartwright readily agreed, and even offered to cover
part of the cost. The plaque, commemorating the
American soldiers who perished in the atomic
bombing, was installed in Kamiyacho, the central
part of Hiroshima City even today. This location
was once the site of the Chugoku Military Police
Headquarters, where most of the captured
American soldier had been detained. The unveiling
ceremony was held on July 29th, 1998. Though
Cartwright was unable to attend the ceremony, he

was able to meet Mori the following year.
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Shigeaki Mori and Thomas Cartwright (5-8)
displayed throughout the year

Mori finally identified the commanding
officer of the Lonesome Lady, and wrote a letter to
him in June 1995, which was safely reached the
retired pilot, Thomas Cartwright.

Cartwright survived as he had been
transferred from Hiroshima to Tokyo before the
atomic bombing. After going back home, and being
discharged, he attended university to study botany,
and later became a professor at Texas A&M
University. He was 71 years old when he received
Mori’ s letter. He had remained silent about the
men who had served under him for 50 years. His
exchange with Mori, however, encouraged him to
begin sharing his experience, ensuring that they
would be passed on to future generations. In these
letters, Mori and Cartwright discuss the installation
of a plaque to commemorate the American soldiers
who perished in the atomic bombing. The project
was successfully completed, and the plaque can be
seen at the site of the Chugoku Military Police

Headquarters.
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Barack Obama, then President of the United
States of America, visited Hiroshima on May 27th,
2016. It was the first visit to Hiroshima by a sitting
U. S. President. After offering flowers at the
Cenotaph for the Atomic-Bomb Victims—officially
named the Memorial Monument for Hiroshima,
City of Peace—in Hiroshima Memorial Peace Park,
he delivered a seventeen-minute speech. In it, he
mentioned ‘the man who sought out families of
Americans killed here because he believed their loss
was equal to his own’ . Obama, after closing his
speech, approached Mori, and embraced him.

Today, 80 years after the close of the war,
the relation between Japan and the United States
appears peaceful. Yet, it is also difficult to say that
all resentment has completely vanished. The
surviving families of victims continue to bear the
scars of war. The embrace between Mori and
President Obama symbolized hope—the hope of
overcoming resentment and seeing the end of the

war 1in its true sense.
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What I felt in my heart on the day of the
bombing—and what still lingers with me
today—is the overwhelming anger and sorrow

caused by the atomic bomb.

Shigeaki Mori

Nuclear weapons cause destruction without

regard for national boundaries.

Kayoko Mori

War can be avoided only if we are willing to

understand and accept others and if we are

willing to help them or accept help from them.
T. C. Cartwright
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Houfu Saida, A Sign of Peace, No. 2 (9)

The sight Mori and Obama embracing each
other, inspired the painter Houfu Saida to capture
this historic moment of understanding between the
country that dropped atomic bombs and the one
that suffered from them. She named the painting
The Sign of Peace. The artwork displayed here,
The Sign of Peace, No. 2, is a second version
created especially for this exhibition at Mori’ s

request.
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Scott D. Sagan, and Gina Sinclair, “‘What do Americans
really think about the bombing of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki?’ Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, 5 August
2024
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The transition of the American view of

the Atomic Bombing

We do not often see Japanese people who support the
United States” decision to drop the atomic bombs eighty years
ago. No wonder, however, the situation has been different in
the United States, the country that carried it out. Partly
supported by Presidents Truman’ s statement that the bombs
‘saved millions of lives’ , so many Americans were obviously
encouraged to justify the decision.

A survey in the United States, conducted in November
1945—shortly after the Second World War—showed that
90.0% of respondents ‘approved’ of the U. S. use of the atomic
bomb (it includes ‘We should have dropped one first to show
the Japanese its power and see attitude of Japan’ , ‘We should
have used the two bombs on cities’ , and > We should have
used many more of bombs’ ). On the other hand, only less than
5% ‘disapproved’ the decision. Even in a survey conducted in
2015—seventy years after the bombing—63.0% of respondents
answered it was a ‘justified’ means of the war, whereas 14.4%
considered it as ‘unjustified’ , which made the gap in
recognition between the two countries was unlikely to ever
been narrowed.

Recent research indicates, however, a gradual yet
significant shift. A 2024 survey conducted—just ten years after
the previous one—found that 43.5% of Americans regarded the
use of the bomb as ‘justified’ while 36.7% considered even the
use of a single bomb was ‘unjustified” .

Although there is still not a small gap between Japan
and the United States in the view of the atomic bombing, the
two opinions are beginning reach a balance in the United
States, which is highly meaningful. This proves we have already
stepped into the next phase, over generation, where people are
beginning to assess the war and its tragedies more objectively
from different perspective, no matter which country they

belong to.

Scott D. Sagan, and Gina Sinclair, ‘What do Americans really
think about the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki?’ Bullefin
of the Atomic Scientists, 5 August 2024
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Postcard set (10)

c. 1949
privately owned
This was issued by Hiroshima City.
Seemingly it was made in about 1949 judging from
the buildings, the use of old letters on signboard,
and the title of ‘Industrial Exhibition Hall’ rather
than ‘Atomic Bomb dome’ . The product was
meant to be for foreign visitors, as seen in the title
such as ‘The cherry blossom and the Industrial
Exhibition Hall’ . These cards represents the
exchanging and reconciliation between two
countries—that is the subject of this
exhibition—has been attempted through various

effort since immediately after the end of the war.
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The policy of ‘attack back when
attacked” —can we call this justice? This has
actually been regarded as justice and has functioned
as a principle, setting aside the debate over whether
the use of force itself is justifiable.

Nevertheless, we must also ask whether it is
truly safe for individuals or nations to persist in
insisting on this notion of justice. Such an attitude
can only lead to cycle of hatred rather than help us
overcome the agony of war.

Shigeaki Mori sought to foster sympathy
among atomic-bomb victims and their families,
emphasizing mutual understanding regardless of
the side they stand on. His action, by moving
beyond a relationship defined by hatred, helped to
generate a reconciliation between Japan and the
United States. It is this kind of effort that can truly
bring an end to war and lay the foundation for peace

in the future.
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