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Human remains
atthe Museum

€€ We, too, have the human right
to get buried and stay buried. ¢ ¢

Suan Shown Harko,

Cheyenne and Hoduigee Muacoges

NoEnous dights activist from LS4
Human remains in the Pitt Rivers Museurn originate
from different continents and were collected at
different points in time. Some of the remains, such as
human tissue including skin, bone, hair, teeth or nals,
have been incorporated into cultural artafacts. Other
skeletal remalns are from burial contexts, This greph
shows where in the world the human remains held by
the Museum come from.

Have you cometo see
the ‘shrunken heads'?

The human remains that used to be on display in
this case have been removed. indigenous peoples
have long argued against the public display of their
ancestors’ remains.

Our audience research has shown that visitors
often saw the Museum's displays of humean remains
a3 a testament to other cultures being "savage”,
“nrimitive” or ‘gruesome”. Rather than enabling our
\isitors to reach a deeper understanding of each_
othersways of being, the displays 1 inforced racist
and stereotypical thinking that goes againstthe
Museunt's values today.

7 Pitt Rivers Museum, Human remains in the Pitt Rivers Museum

(https://www.prm.ox.ac.uk/human-remains-pitt-rivers-museum), accessed: 2023.10.18
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VI BEILTENRERESVNAEELELEZLICR>TWS A D ZOSEREEERY <R/
IBLTWB, F TPAVORBEICOWT THLIRET. 2EICIZ, 300F &%, vtk T 5
YR TAVEBENLHEOXL - BENHIBTELDOTHEr AL LI ARV, 2L, EY
YLTOREN-S AT O— /LR ELEBRT A>T\ 5, Thbb Fr 7 varvid,
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Place Names® /3L Tld, "BRIDAE 5 DEH BN ERIND BARIICIZ, FAF5T1>
ﬁ\\\HxU_tH:‘%n%oa)(37z.‘/tti‘E—D\y/fEPlﬁﬂgfgﬂﬁﬁl:iﬁ—(—fﬁ{tfﬂri;?éggmiﬂﬁa"]
BEUVETHE.PIZIE. T7VHEEILHETSIH DMK TIL, LEFTRE FS7KFIDEHT
WIENEILDH B,

———— Place names® /Sl

.....

How does the meaning of the mbira change within
the colonial context of Rhodesia versus independent
Zimbabwe?

Wouid a similar change in meaning happen if you
toporyms?

NI —RTELHERMERLIIEZG T IBERCRREBDAENIDHD
MBLBONPETHLIERITHL RRBEROFAITERL TSI LII,
Ew M)A TH 5. BB IR LR — =< EWEEIL,
RE-—DEBRTHEEEZLON EBLERMEBRDBU DT ZHELHIC
THLIRBRIIITRbN TR 5T,

2-5. B . BEOHERMEBOES

INFIVPREETLK

EYR)N—EMEOBRIE. —RITEL RESNAYMREVETOER REZFLEIES
CUITRERL TV AEIITRHONTLEI DB LNV LA L, BERICIE FRER S O SREX R EEH
DEEREIRIIL. B R/ IRINIIRBRLTWS, 2HUIH A 1L Human remainsilz\W\W T 514G
BWRREEICRONS, ZL T A DRR/ IRV REE N EYENERL W 5REE
BOTEDNEINEZZILNTELLIITAS>TWS, Thbhb, B )/ N— 1§ EEIL, KEEH IS
WL RN R E BOBRICAIRINAZZLEBALLI AT HEEARIEDIVES
N)OITDBEICERL RAENRTIGRLUTPILN AT TRRWIISIRE TS ENHS
CYERRLTVWEDTHD, T EX—ILETOREBH LR ERRHETEDL TV B L L
TH3 REFVEZL. B4 BBELETENE IS ML TWLKZEDTEIEZEWN)IAIEWNT
I HR— =V AEMEEL B LAY ZANHEHLEASEET),
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3-1. BELER

T4 M) T &T IS MEWEE (AT V&A) [ 7 — b FH A2 /74— 2> REIRYIRD .
RTCOBEROEMETH S, LY EERNICIZ BE 77vvar BECERLBEZ 2272 KTY)
— (RRH0) 7 A B, 7Y T DL RO T A RAEMNEE, 2BFRLL 28
07 mA LY EERBEL TS, ZOME T 28 E L. I—y/ S b7X) A 7Y7.L77Y
ARETHY ZOHETEERIL ERVSERITTHAS,

VEADE®IL, IL I3 E BT HRIAVTBAVE DR - fod- R LI EHZILT
AVEDESEE BHNTHIETHS,

3-2. HDKiR (1) : EHNTIEDEE

FERREMN R INLLARRERIIL ERLEDELCRECRENBRINTNS, ZD
BrRAHIIEILLL I—Oy/ 2R T 520 LEEUBNIE T A=Y THEWEE, D F%
THAHALI BN TROhL ERCENEHELTHNIALIVa>DR’RTHS. A T. 22
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5 RABECIZEZEOEBEIIE N KEEDIL IHVEARDAIREF LSV TS HH W2
EDENRICTES>TW S, ZDMRIIEZL<CELEINTWSLD T, SNICESTE TN ER T F
TEREZECV T — DR EE>THKREZEE BNTEIUDTEL ATV FITOVTUL EV
JN—ZEMEE BV THRR TH 200D, FEENIHZE REFIIL AL TAIREIN TV

3-3. H#DKR(2) : VRADRZY

B TIE NASGANY T =R T7ya 7R R TATILB N2 DERY 7—IC
30 BMLES.WTHIIBWTH RAETHIH D DEBHEB/LILIETER > LHLYT
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3 TWO BRASS PLAQUES FROM BENIN
1500-1700

These plaques once decorated the royal
palace in the great city of Benin and

. . oo NxvT>a> show the importance of trade between
37@Eﬁﬁ‘bﬁgjbf:'\—/0%ﬁt% * West Africans and Europeans in the 16th g:;‘:’:'n;':fg':"'a)

and17th centuries. The upper plaque e g
depicts the face of 3 Portuguese man
and includes four manillas as symbols I‘:‘;':::':ym;:s m:::s'a"
of exchange. The lower plaque depicts in 1897 and transferred to

21/38 a Benin court official, manill in hand. ::f:l‘":‘;’;ﬁ'f:”“'“ RS
Trade with Portuguese and other :
Europeafl merchants was a royal ;A’:s'::’;(":ﬁ‘;':::“m
Prerogative, & Afi898,0115.8)
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3-4. BhDO % (3) : Restitution and repatriation (IE ¥ FAEZEAND R BEEAREADIER)

V&AIZ ARAWEBHAMIT TESLFIAEZENDRIBEARENDRIER  LEALLR—VEIEH
LTWBL, BAR—IY T AEMEE IS > T EBRIR R R 7 > TV B 2 U ARV T —
IRIFAETOEPEELREL TV S ZUDREIN TS, F 72, | 868F A ¥ REH R
PR TELR-EIFAETOMRICE SR Y TAL20  IEDFEHRRBR TOBERLEZHINTV S,
INLDTYH S VA IIXALEFRIBENRIZBEICAZ WL TRIBEEMZAHML VB IoNndLD
D HRLAR=ZVDESGDINIRBORTER . ZTOEHEHTYRBRLTWEVWIITH S,

V&AWL DD TAF) RH | THACKICBEE L /UL B 2 PR L TV %, TF A ET7EAFIIV&
ALz 2007F LY NS DH EISOWTRKAWRIRIBE BRKL TS, 201 BFITHE TK
ARB ) FBRINLIVIVRAERIE, "TFAETAORRANLELHLIERESLWIZET
HBIEAAUI T 2RV T FAETBAFIR. TR BN BRIBRBETHY  EHRCE
ATV CSEILZ. TRbE T FAETEMFIZITRKARE 2 KHTWEH0ND, V&AIZZ
DIRARE %, TREABE  LIRABELTWBEEALD,

3-5. #44F : BARELIIEZ G\ &ER

ERDEEY  AAXWEBHA M ETERAR—YETRAEBETELWVIE T VRAN LR IRIER]ZE
WL TR ST RIBER I E > TV AL IHETH L. M5 T . ZNEZ L BIEOR T
FITWZNUILRBINTWAW TOEBRIIEZ L EHN%E TEME L LTORERYIICL
TWBOTHELEIONS LH LD S, XALEFRBRBICZ W BVIANDREIL HRTD
RUHITFERINTWSBLE LS,

9 V&A, Restitution and repatriation (https://www.vam.ac.uk/info/restitution-and-

repatriation), accessed: 2023.10.18
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HRDUEDEF IO D DI EEIREL TS, ZTD A EIZ800H S5 BA EEAICIETOR E
DEFF+I)—1H5'°,

REEMEHNBOLLTWB I HROEIIHATERENLILI Va2 IEL. T
LIV ZEIRE-BE - AR BTT52LTH5,

INFTOVK DD DB TERALTELLEY  SULEHRIZERES
EETLIZA T EBNEOFABRIT ANV EENIELNDEEL A
T RV 3 X0 EYENRZORAEAOVLDER
B2UIDRH B, T LT REEMER RN I ERES<ETS
EYMEDOVEODTH S, TD—EIE, T77VH I DB TREICERINT

0 R [T OMN] THAFEA A F N~y 7], p4
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rass plaques from Benin City
3, 16th century
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The Benin Bronzes
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25 SOBRDF v T3>

N — NS Y
BR3(/\5DEEWF (The Holy Thorn Reliquary) i&. LY T7—DRHATRNIN
EFRTMTHS, ZOEEBMAEICIE. FIRIDANRNSDBENEBYD | KOYITH D ST WS,
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SNIHBLT)AHIIKEIEWYEIC, KEENEICHERE/ET1—VIIHEIRNETIIRWA X
WIHBND I EIRRTN,

The Holy Thorn Reliquary

pphires, rubies and pearls

Enamelled gold, sa
Paris, about 1400

This reliquary was made to

con

sTpposedly ?;om the Crown oc; 'l!ﬁrrnos ?!:oml
Placed on Christ's head i
The armorial enamelled
show that it was made f.
(1340-1416]. The C
@ French royal relic,
in Paris. Individual th
make precioys

was
before the Crucifixion.

plj:ques in the base
Or Jean, duc de Berr
rown of Thorns itself wcsy
housed in Its own

B 51/35NERMF (The Holy Thorn Reliquary) ¥ ¥+ 73>

4-3. WDKK (2) : 7—ASVTDE

REEMEDANRWEBH A ML, TAL I a> 0 THEDHER>TWEH R DR—Y
5512, ZZUIRBINTV IR RN ITEL ABNER. TFAETOIER 7
B TILF—TIN A=A TR FTFRLEER. TH5,ZNL5NDIBEDITLAL L
BREAICBVWTITCICRDHRZUNTELN AR TOBEDEH LK TR DEE
RO LR TS EN DO EKRITICCCHMZE LA BICE, "REYFE, LE
LEFrTyar " INTV 5, NI ZO R T EREERIL—VER DBTYTHS
CrEE%RT L L LGS, RELFER, OF+TVa I BEE IRENEEEEET SR

1 John Cherry, The Holy Thorn Reliquary, THE BRITISH MUSEUM PRESS

12 The British Museum, Contested objects from the collection (https://www.britishmuseum.

org/about-us/british-museum-story/contested-objects-collection), accessed: 2023.10.19
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LTWBDIR) FRAFLE B LW TUNE ) RILREBEZZAENENEETHSL
B EWIBDILERRT N,
|
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Wood, stone and whalebone hand clubs from New: Zealand,
Pakie, Cook Ldands and Tonga callected by, fames Cook
and an Aborginal shicld from Sustralia (18th— {9tk century AD) Ay
- i o S A stiza in e leg the

+ Deert sugitested, bit
First cos

Shield from New South Wales, Australia The colonisation of A

:‘:;m""‘;“h This shieid, of bark and wood (red mangrove), dates

Aunralia 1o the late 1700s or early 1800s. Broad shields such as
this were used as defensive weapons against spears.
The size and shape of the hole in this shield suggest

it was pierced by a spear.

n inhabited for at
William Dampier visite
alia in the late 160!
ast in 1770,

Although once thought to have been collected in
1770 by James Cock or Joseph Banks at Kamay
(Botany Bay. near Sydnaey), it may have been cbtained

from its owner between about 1790 and 1815 and sent
to London by a celonial gavernor or other collector,

Follow the trail

It is the earliest known Aboriginal shisld from Australia
and has come to symbolise the first British colonisation
of Australia and ite ongoing legacy, which still affects
Aboriginal and Torres Strat Isiander peapls in

Australia teday.

F—=RANSYTPORELFYTVa>

25 4-4. BHBOKR (3) : BRYDARELMBEDRT — AEYRRN—V S5, TFAET

REEMEIGHETEREED NI TRV OBTEILHZOELYIZX =D
BEZENLTEIALLLVE, ER EANZANRTHEHIN TV SIH NI HLT . aEvIR
f—>DEFT—RUI VDL ELLDOKEEIEF> TN e —H T REEJOFEICIE LI

30 ootV IRM—2 DB B, ZESISBADR TEHIN TRV o EF TOH/EH T

13 The British Museum, Collecting and empire trail (https://www.britishmuseum.org/visit/o

bject-trails/collecting-and-empire-trail), accessed: 2023.10.19
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INTHY REZ R INAXFOUGICEEMNZY  KBEETE-LY (VT7—HIF0D
CVIZERBICETERS>TW)  RETEIUDTES UL DLT . 250 Tatyd R b
=2 ERMUIEAROENLD) T LIELITHO AR ZF>TWRVWEVIKRIRT 5 H 7. 1
EHEZ L TESIEEN TR AL LT AEDLTH S, LK20DYT—IBVWTUL LB F 515
FRDOE DL TT AT SLICHAAINTVWELI L BMPLELERLLEDOL T ) HADARILE
BlIIER LD TH-T=,

aty9xh—=> E£F K/ (BAHS) $F o2 KR/ (BAHS) EF (LT)A
XWINHE B IER

REBYETRKIRARLELZBETIUT EINIALKTERIVT OB TEILHSIMF
RIENZBEITONS, FRICLI D DSLT  BREARAIEEISALESTW -, I/ TIE, 5k L7ZWEB
HARTALIa>DRHTHEFOHNLR>TW B & O/NEE "Human Remains'*; DR —
VIZBWTERINTWS 5 AR—Y Tl Human Remains# BT 5BREICERINTHY.

Y Human remains & (3, AMOE. KE., ., ZhEoleTchd, ID2-2. TlEEy
b U X — 2 {EYEE D Human Remains 125 Mo

15 The British Museum, Human remains (https://www.britishmuseum.org/our-

work/departments/human-remains), accessed: 2023.10.19
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Human RemainsiZ7izWT 5 KEZIEMEL L THFHMLE BRREIOVWTOXELEK - ARINT
W5, ZOXEIIDVWTRELTZARADTWRVHLDOD DKL EBRORBREICH TS5/
FNFEDRHTIE KEEWEEICLSHuman RemainslZiz\WT 5 RMBEHERATLILIITER
-tz

REAEMEICLSHUuman RemainsiiOWTDRBZRBLUZTOERFEICIE, MY
HoNB, BREIRYRHEY M)A —EMEETIE, B/ 3L E T, "gFRE ) Human Rem
ainsZ LIXUIETEFZE PRBHN I DEBLIB ATV S ZLIITAEZRNCE EEB R\ -5 H
DIEMENBEERIRTEEAH 258ILT 5, LD RAEICL>THEALALARL TV S fh
T AREREHEENHUman Remains®WEBH A T, T2\ TV D E5RE#E IdHuman Remains
WL TR ERET O LAEMER R L THAF 2 LTS 2D SAEICL>THBAL
CBHRLTW S,

aRIVTNOBRE
5 : IASenN2vavhERETEIRESE . £  BEITIERTE

AREVAHRIEISEETHIE, OV I R =R IA S LEBL 2 L F IS AT EICARDEN
BRBAIDVEDUL T TFAETDIERD BTSN ZOBTEIULIEI->THRET SR E
BRI BABRBRE CTH->. TNDERII BRENIMTORTREIMCGRARDLIWRIBA T, Xk
EEENDBICBIVIKWEWIZEHHBEE) BB T FAETOITERIE LR LA aL
723> nRHTREONLLE>TWSEYE ) D/NEE "Magdala) TERINTWS'S, | T 42
BE IFACETIEBEICEESHZIELFERLALLOD ZEIIINEER L BB LT FA
E7IEEAREHRE R I—O v/ AE ALY, SHIIRE RO R T F4E7 RIE % R

16 The British Museum, Magdala collection (https://www.britishmuseum.org/about-

us/british-museum-story/contested-objects-collection/maqdala-collection), accessed:

2023.10.19
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Christian Egypt
and Ethiopia

Shared faith and local tradition

Over the last two thousand years, Egypt YRET
and Ethiopia have been home to Jewish, '
Christian and Muslim communities.

The obiects in this gallery reflect Egypt
and Ethiopia's place within a wider
Chnstian histonical context, and
nighlight exchange with other cultures

Ethiopia

com of Aksum, i the Ethopan highands,
at trading power i antiquty and one of
o' padiost Cleistan states. By around

AD 380, the archinshop of Aexandria had
aprointed & Syran caled Frumenius as bishop

of Aksum

Thes Kingy
WAS 2 ¢

Chnstan lexis wara transiated aito the local
Ge'ez language. This recuns the iturgical
7 tha Ethiopean Orthadox Church, In
8 [ ca and 5 associted ant farms,
ctive Christian tradatiors evelved, Today
i & continue 1 faunsh, such an
anc rack-cut churches of

o ~ Libota, or in the displey of elaborate crossas
and traditions. Syt s durng sdigous ProcasEOns
x —_—
Y. o traditians are part of & mult-faik culture
. Y - ; s | 'E' 1y 1 cantamporary Ethvopa. Bulding on
The churches of i:qypt and l:thlop a bt Ble tN "_,_‘ N of exchange and cooxstarce with othar
trace their lineage back ta Saint Mark S S commtien

the Evangelist, author of one of the
Gospels. Egypt and Ethiopia were
closely connected through diplomatic

| and economic activity along Red Sea
trade routes.

Far further materal reprasenting Christar: Egyot and
Eropea, plesse vail Roors 25 and 41 for Chiistian Nutea,
plasen vistt Room 65 for matenal melatng 10 the Sk
history of this ragion, please vaz Raoms 42-3
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