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All team members shared first background of the development and introduction of COCOA, or the contact
tracing app of Japanese government, with experts involved in the project. We then divided into three groups
to work on various aspects of the project. The first group, led by Shikata, studied the impact of code of
research ethics and guidelines among academic organizations through postal survey to experts. 226
answers (respondent rate of 33.7%) were collected from 671 samples. It revealed that approximately one-
third of researchers gave up studies to the minors due to the code/guidelines and that researches which
involve personal data of the minors are not easy to conduct. The second group, composed of Iwakuma, lio,
Kato, and Kudo, conducted an on-line survey to 2,800 samples on the peoples’ sense of communality,
awareness on privacy and personal data protection, and behavioral changes under the COVID-19
pandemic. The results of peoples’ awareness on privacy and personal data protection confirmed survey
results of the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications, while it seemed that the peoples’ sense of
communality and behaviors have been strongly affected by the pandemic. The third group, led by lio,
prepared to develop an app to learn about personal data protection by gamification.

Besides, members presented and are going to present papers in international conferences.
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