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The purpose of our research is to examine the concepts of nation, race and citizenship by
analyzing the changing transnational socio-political, economic and cultural contexts of
immigrants in the globalizing world as well as by exploring their individual life history. In
particular, we look at various regulations on emigration/immigration as well as many supporting
systems for immigrants. We try to describe the impact of these contradictory factors on the
formation and transformation of immigrant communities in North America since the late 19th
century.

This year, we prepared for our panel presentation, “Emergence of Immigration “Specialists:
Ideas about Inclusion and Exclusion of Immigrants in the Early- to Mid-20th Century”, which
was supposed to be presented at the 2020 annual meeting of the Organization of American
Historians(OAH), Washington D.C., April, 2020. (Ichimasa, Oda and Izumi would be participants
to present papers, and Prof. Katherine Benton-Cohen would be a commentator and chair.)

Through organizing and attending study meetings and having active communication each

other, we discussed how socio-political, economic, and cultural contexts and the international
relations of the U.S. and the immigrants’ home countries shaped the perceptions of and responses
to immigration and immigrants. From this view point, we explored historical ideas about the
inclusion and exclusion of immigrants.

For the panel presentation, in particular, we examined groups and networks of immigration
“specialists,” activists, reformers, and government agents, who emerged in the early- to mid-20th
century, as well as immigrant responses to these actors. Ichimasa researched immigrant
communities and American female activists in the early 20th century. She focused on Emily
Greene Balch (1867-1961), one of the most important activists in American settlement and
international women’s peace movements as well as a leading scholar in a women’s college.
Ichimasa tried to explore how women’s social movements formed images of racial, national, and
ethnic boundaries and fixed gender roles for minority groups. This research also illustrated how
women, both immigrant women and American female activists, envisioned a global network of
women for peace through personal experiences and relationships with other women.

Oda studied pre-WWII immigration reformers and traced the origins of post-WWII liberal
immigration reform back to the late 1920s and the 1930s. In particular, he discussed one of the
oldest liberal immigration reform coalitions, the Joint Conference on Immigration Policy formed
in 1930, which was reorganized into the American Immigration Conference in 1953. Oda argued
that early efforts to promote cross-faith and cross-ethnic cooperation to counter eugenicist
restrictionism laid both the ideological and organizational foundations of post-WWII reform for
a more “equal” immigration policy.

Izumi researched the internment of Japanese Americans during WWII, one of the foremost
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violations of the equal protection of citizens. Izumi focused on federal agents who administered
the War Relocation Centers established to detain, manage, and release Japanese Americans
excluded in the Pacific Coast. By combining archived findings and theories, her study attempted
to present a more holistic understanding of officials involved in the wartime management of
Japanese Americans. [zumi tried to contextualize this historical episode in the shifting relationship
between race, liberalism, and social engineering by the U.S. federal government.

In conclusion, we have been conducting collaborative research and making an effort to
integrate theoretical and empirical research practices. However, because of the COVID-19
outbreak from January 2020, research meetings and research trips that we had intended to be
involved in were canceled, and we were forced to change our research plan.

As for each member’s research achievement, see the list below.
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