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[1] If you have ever been in a huge crowd, at a sports event, a pop concert or a
demonstration, then you may have experienced or witnessed some of the strange features of
people’s collective behaviour. The crowd is not being organised as a whole. (a)Everyone
responds to what is going on next to them, but nonetheless the crowd can suddenly change its

behaviour over a large area, with disastrous results. A gentle plodding procession can turn into

a panic-stricken crush with people trying to move in all directions. Understanding these
dynamics is important. If a fire breaks out or an explosion occurs near a large crowd, how will
people behave? What sort of escape routes and general exits should be planed in large
stadiums?

One of the interesting insights that informs recent studies of crowd behaviour and
control is the analogy between the flow of a crowd and the flow of a liquid. (b)At first one might

think that understanding crowds of different people, all with different degrees of understanding

ofa situatioh, would be a hopeless task, but surprisingly, this is not the case. People are more

alike than we might imagine. Simple local choices can quickly result in an overall order in a
crowded situation.
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[II] There are at least four “Asias,” each at a different stage of economic development,
playing a unique role in the region’s global rise.

The first Asia comprises China, the region’s anchor economy, which provides a
connectivity and innovation platform to its neighbors. The second grouping—*“Advanced
Asia”—also provides technology and capital. (a)Then there is “Emerging Asia,” which

comprises a relatively diverse group of small emergent economies that provide not only labor,

but also growth potential, owing to rising productivity and consumption.

By contrast, the fourth grouping—“Frontier Asia and India”—has the lowest average

share of intraregional flows, amounting to just 31 percent. But (b)this figure—which reflects

historic ties to Europe, the Middle East and Africa, and the United States—is set to increase, as

the economies, which were historically less integrated, forge closer bonds with their Asian

neighbors.

H #8:The Asianized World Has Arrived by Jonathan Woetzel , Jeongmin Seong, Copyright Project Sindicate. .www.project—
syndicate. org
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