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The purpose of this research team is to examine the concepts of nation, race and citizenship
by analyzing the changing transnational socio-political, economic and cultural contexts of
immigrants in the globalizing world as well as by exploring their individual life history. In
particular, we look at various regulations on emigration/immigration as well as many supporting
systems for immigrants. We try to describe the impact of these contradictory factors on the
formation and transformation of immigrant communities in North America since the late 19th
century.

We have been conducting collaborative research and making an effort to integrate theoretical
and empirical research practices. This year, we had many study meetings to discuss issues. In
particular, we supported the 2018 OAH/JAAS short-term residency program (sponsored by
JAAS, OAH and JUFSC) and hosted Prof. Katherine Benton-Cohen (Associate Professor,
Department of History, Georgetown University). We organized six talks and lectures at Chuo
University (Tokyo), Doshisha University (Kyoto), the University of Tokyo (Tokyo), and at the
annual conference of the Japanese Association for American Studies held in Kitakyushu-City
(Fukuoka), travelling widely from Eastern, Western to Southern Japan. Prof. Bethel Saler
(Haverford College) who was another OAH/JAAS short-term residency scholar also gave a talk
at Chuo. These opportunities became a good starting point of a lasting scholarly exchange
between scholars in the U.S. and Japan.

Through organizing and attending these study meetings and visiting classes taught by other
members, we discussed many issues of American society and history, had active communication
each other, and deepened our knowledge about the history of immigration to the United States. In
January 2019, we submitted a proposal, “Emergence of Immigration “Specialists: Ideas about
Inclusion and Exclusion of Immigrants in the Early- to Mid-20th Century”. (Ichimasa, Oda and
Izumi are participants to present papers and Prof. Cohen is a commentator and chair.) Through a
relational and comparative lens, the panel will explore historical ideas about the inclusion and

exclusion of immigrants. As for each member’s research achievements, see the list below.
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