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Environmental studies: pollution control and environmental management

<FFEOME >
We will cover various aspects of environmental management and pollution and
consider the countermeasures used; we will also look at sustainable approaches to

energy supplies and general management of the environment (e.g. desertification).

<IEENNA >
During the year we studied a range of environmental topics, including the

following:
Antarctic ecotourism, with particular emphasis on the biosecurity measures
introduced to prevent the spread of invasive species. We also discussed the
drastic reduction in the population of krill, which underlie the whole food web
of the region.

- Waste recycling and Sweden’ s revolutionary approach.
Anti-air pollution measures, including plans to ban traffic from large urban
centres.
Mining worries, especially with the relatively unknown but serious problem of
sand mining, plus the ethics of deep—sea mining.
Green buildings and so-called “forest cities” such as Italy has and China is
planning.

- The worrying rise in methane emissions.

- Meat-related CO, emissions, and the proposals to tax meat, a major cause of global
warming.

- The impact of the agreement to limit the production and use of hydrofluorocarbons
(HCFCs).

- A discussion of how far we should try to eliminate invasive species

- The devastating impact of building roads in areas of pristine nature.
Illegal logging, and how healthcare initiatives have reduced the problem in some
areas of Indonesia.

- The danger of predicted future humid heatwaves

- The legacy of Zambia s toxic lead mines and possible countermeasures

- The air quality on cruise ships.

- Insect numbers - and how the dramatic plunge has led to warnings of an “ecological
Armageddon” .

The ethics of driving native tribes out of areas in order to build luxury
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facilities for rich tourists

- Ete.

All students also participated in small group projects (with presentations) on
topics such as food mileage

In addition to the above group projects and discussions, all students pursued
individual research. In the case of the two 4" year students, this led to a 5, 000
word graduation thesis, respectively on the topics of waste disposal and the problem
and countermeasures for so—called e-waste. The 3™ year students wrote shorter
reports, respectively on the topics of the problems associated with the construction
of dams etc. and the dangers of particulate air pollution. In all cases, students
gave detailed presentations about their research.

There were no field trips, however.
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