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In recent generative studies on SLA, errors in the use of bound morphemes by L2
learners are attributed either to a representational deficit or to missing surface
inflection. Data on the use of 3 person singular -s by Japanese speaking learners of L2
English strongly imply that their errors are attributable both to a representational
deficit and to missing surface infection; in fact, multiple factors at multiple levels are
involved. I suggest that it is more plausible to conclude that specific factors trigger the
appearance of errors in each module and at interfaces in and out of linguistic knowledge

rather than multiple factors operating at once.
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