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My research aims to point out features in texts by the Austrian author Ilse Aichinger which
discuss or/and embody idleness. It (1) analyzes them in respect to the European tradition of
literary engagement with idleness, from around 1800 to today; (2) shows the correlation
between Aichinger’s critique of work and her critique of power and language; and (3) relates the
latter to the critical discourse on language of the 20th century, especially in the historical and

cultural context of the Nazi era and the post-war period.
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