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Bolivia, under the MAS government, established a new constitution, which allowed

indigenous autonomy. In December 2009, the 12 municipalities held referenda on
institutional change. The result was that only one municipality opposed this change, while
all the others approved. This study focuses on two of those municipalities: the municipality
that rejected the transformation and one from among those that adopted it. In both, people

belonging to the Aymara Caranga nation form the majority of the residents. The findings
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suggest that at the first stage of the institutionalization process toward indigenous
autonomy, the degree to which consensus building among the leaders of the indigenous
organizations was achieved was crucial. In the second stage, the extent to which the leaders
mobilized people at the grassroots almost directly affected those people's voting behavior. In
particular, important differences between the two cases were present at the first stage, and

these differences hinged on levels of satisfaction with the existing municipal institutions.
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