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For atomic bomb survivors in Hiroshima and Nagasaki, narrating the experience of the

atomic bombs was a very personal endeavor. Some decades later, narrating the survival
experiences gradually became a collective effort; in fact it has become institutionalized as a
narration project laid out by the local governments. How then did this institutionalization
take place? And what effects has this change brought to the survivors?

Investigations were performed during the fiscal year 2016 and 2017. It was concluded
that (1) the institutionalization was based on the collectiveness of the surviving experiences
and a strong collective will to perform narrations into the future, and (2) the
institutionalization of the narrating project resulted in the symbolification of the survivors.
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