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(3&30)
A Cross-National Study of General Trust Based on Attitudinal Data

Trust is an important research theme forming one of the bases of sociology.
Nonetheless, trust is usually treated as a theoretical issue; with few empirical
underpinnings. The present project aimed to construct both a measure of trust and
a fundamental theory regarding its structure. Existing and new cross-national trust
surveys were analyzed among eight nations.

Findings include: it is possible to construct a linear Likert scale as a trust
scale; parental socialization on trust when a child has a significant impact on high
or low trust in adulthood; and behavioral indicators of trends in general trust are
similar among some nations and different among others.
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