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(330) In the Presargonic Lagash corpus, women designated as “ars-tu munus” included wet-nurses,
nursemaids, midwives, and more general female royal household servants doing work similar to that of
chambermaids, the latter being probably female counterparts of the so-called cup-bearers. Ez-mete,
herself a “ars-tu munus,” seems to have been responsible for some of these women, and additionally she
was in charge of textile workers, although no extant text explicitly labels her as one with certain
responsibility. As for the nurses and midwives, the corpus provides only limited information.
Nevertheless it points to the relatively high socio-economic status of these women as is suggested by
larger rations, holding of subsistence land, and membership in the group of important people.
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