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Our project aims to examine the relation between the syntactic form and the causative

meaning of the verb—resultative complement construction (in brief, VR) in Mandarin and
Chinese dialects. Different from the traditional framework of Chinese grammar, we suppose
that the VR is a serial verb construction, which is characteristic of the ‘isolating language’
like Thai and Vietnamese. It is worth mentioning that there is a continuum between
Mandarin and south-east languages geographically. In the second year of this project, we
mainly researched VR constructions which are spoken in Shanghai, Ningbo, Wenzhou,
Xiamen, Taipei and Hailu(Hakka) in order to demonstrate the above supposition. The result
clearly shows that the ‘VOR’ type in these dialects has some different grammatical features

from the ‘VRO’ type which is a canonical word order in the so-called Sinitic languages.
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