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What Arabic Inscriptions from China Tell Us
—— The Archaeology of Diasporic Identity? ——

Arabic inscriptions carved on Islamic tombstones excavated from the coastal areas of China and
Southeast Asia are valuable evidence of the interregional ties between diasporic Muslim communities
from the 13th to 15th centuries. Early research was initiated by Western scholars in the late 19th century,
followed by collaborations between scholars from various disciplines and countries, including Claude
Guillot and Ludvik Kalus, who were unique for first developing a thesaurus of Islamic inscriptions (The-
saurus d’épigraphie islamique—now available online). This article mainly analyzes three typical Is-
lamic formulas found on Arabic tombstones in China and compares them with those of other regions, re-

lying in part on data from the Thesaurus.
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