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1 . The chief powers of the world are still obsessed by
oldfashioned ideas of national sovereignty and national
competition, and though all uerge on bankruptcy, they maintain
and develop fresh armies and fleets. That is to say, they are in
the preparatory stage of another war. So long as this divided and
threatening state of affairs continues there can be no stability, no
real general recovery ; shortages will increase, famine will
spread ; towns, cities, communications will decay ; increasing
masses of starving unemployed will resort to more and more
desperate and violent protests, until they assume a
quasirevolutionary charater. Education will ebb, and social
security dwindle and fade into anarchy. Civilization as we know it
will go under and a new Dark Age begin.

2 . An important element in the growing ascendancy of the
press may be found in the fact that in most countries it depends

less than it did two generations ago on the favour of what is
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called “Society” and the educated classes. The political and
literary sides of its action had then a significance which has
declined with the increasing importance of its commercial
aspects. It is less amenable to the critical judgment of what are
called the “men of culture” because it relies on the vast mass of
persons who buy it merely for news or for business purposes,
and who advertise in it for the latter. To the majority of such
persons its political attitude is indifferent ; and this makes the
political news it publishes, and the interpretations of that news it
supplies, a more efficient means of propaganda. Secure in its
hold upon the business community and the multitude of readers
who are glad to have their thinking done for them, it need not

regard criticisms proceeding from the austere or fastidious few.
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