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For many vears | have been using the
service of Chuo-University’s central library
and especially its reference section. The work
| have been undertaking in recent years owes
a great debt of gratitude to this institution
and its fantastically competent, efficient and
enormously kind individuals. | pursued my
interests in western European aesthetic theory
from Renaissance to the Romantic era. This
is a rather vast field where bibliographical
materials are usually very old, rare and
difficult to locate. | am immensely grateful
to all members of this amirable staff for the
generosity of time and professionalism they
spent to trace the way so many times to much
needed (and often rather obscure) sources in
Japanese or international libraries.

FrUIRH 37EL (IFEBHID)

With some mixed feelings | remember
working conditions at my first university
appointment in Italy, probably the most
beautiful and arguably the most disorganized
country of the world. | don’t remember well
if the sad state of Italian librarian services
has been the main reason for my decision
to work here in Japan. What | do record is
that without the support of this university
many things could not have been done.l
remain keenly aware of how much debt | have
accumulated over years here at the Chuo-
University. Working with you has been and
still is both a privilege and a pleasure.

Dr. Hans Joachim Dethlefs
Prof. of German language and culture
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