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nion in a travel enhances or detracts even those pleasures &
interest. And when the long & disagreeable voyage is conte-
mplated, the presence of such a comrade is absolutely necessa-
ry to render it at all endurable & pleasant. My own experience
has taught Em,ﬁqmﬁ even a few hours travel without a friend
to converse with, is not only destitute of delight but someti-
mes intolerable. It is true that we make good & agreeable
acquaintances while travelling, but that is a matter of chance
& can not be calculated upon with any degree of certainty.
When it was found out therefore that my pecuniary condition
would enable me to embark on the contemplated journey, I
wrote a letter to Komura informing him of the probable expe-
nses & urging him to go home with me. In answer to it he
wrote the letter above mentioned telling me that it did not
take him long to make up his mind after considering the rea-
sons I stated to him & that he would be happy to go home via
Europe. The only question with him was money, said he. But
as that question can be settled according to my view, I wrote

him again to that effect. It is more than probable, therefore,

that we shall start for England together next July. My delight

in finding a fellow traveler was only surpassed by that I expe-
rienced on discovering upon a calculation that my finance
would be sound enough to defray the expenses of the journey

by the end of next June.

December 7* Sunday—

On my return from the country in September, it was told
me that a Chinese professor had arrived at Cambridge to
import knowledge of his native tongue. Of an effort made by
a certain United States consul in a Chinese port, to educate
the Americans in Chinese, I had already heard. But the arrival
of the professor was a surprise to me. Same time ago, it might
have been the last year, a letter from an American resident in
a Chinese port was published in the Advertizer, urging the
necessity of educating American youths_ in the language. He
maintained that both in the diplomatic & the commercial
transactions in China, an entire dependence upon the native
interpreters & other employees is not merely a matter of inco-
nvenience but of practical disadvantage. Besides causing unne-
cessary delays & troubles, ignorance of thc Chinese vernacular
subjects Americans to various kinds of cheat & fraud as the
native employees can not be always trusted upon. Yet the same
ignorance does not enable them either to prevent, or avoid the

consequences of such cheat & fraud, because they can not
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transact their business in any other way than through the
channel of their Chinese employees. He illustrated the nece-
ssity & advantages of the education with the examples of
England & Germany. A little as their methods differ in details
those countries agree in sending promising youths to China
where under the care of their legations & consulates, the
young men are educated in Chinese. They also provide means&
give chances to those young men for gradual promotions from
clerkship up to perhaps ministers. But as it is not for those
who enter on diplomatic service alone that the knowledge of
the language is necessary, the study of it will be better pursu-
ed in the United States, so that more persons may be able to
learn it. Yale College has taken an initial step. He advised
Harvard College to take a bolder & more effectual step by
providing a chair of Chinese & inviting some competent Chi-
nese professor to fill it. It seems that the consul above menti-
oned had been constantly taking pains to carry this idea out
into practice & had succeeded in raising the money necessary
for the purpose & finding a man competent for the office. By
a contract with the Harvard, recitation room is furnished free
of rent & perhaps a house to the professor. An agreement was
made between the promoters &-the teacher that he should
teach for three years at a started salary & if the mx@mmgma

is rewarded with a success he is to be re-engaged. Probably

the Harvard promised to establish a regular professorship in
that case. As it is, the new branch of study is an experiment
& till the end of the 3 years, the expense is defrayed from the
private fund raised by the promoters. The College has nothi-
ng to do with the matter at present. The name of the profe-
ssor is Mr. Z¥Ffigi{t pronounced Ko Kan Hua. His advent to
Cambridge created a great sensation among its residents &
many of them daily sauntered about his temporal residence to
obtain a glimpse of the new arraival. It was said that his
temporary abode had been used as a small-pox hospital & is
certainly a very small wooden houes of one story raised above
a brick basement. He has since removed to 10 Mason St.
which is a respectable brick house. His family consists of his
wife & five children, all boys, it is said. Besides, he has an
interpreter also a Chinese, who, however, does not talk Engli-
sh well. He has been invited to dinner parties given by some
of the college professors & went with his wife. They seem to
have adopted as their guide the maxim ”In Rome, do as the
Romans do. ” With what discretion & to what extent they
carry out the maxim I do not Know. But everybody knows
that he has as yet no pupil. A college paper once represented
him with these words inserted in his mouth: *Much loafee,
no teacher. ” Naturally he is much commented upon & the

absence of his @,.E&_. But it can hardly be attributed to his
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fault. It seems a fair judgement to say that not only the nove-
lty of the study but also a want of any previous advertizement
largely contributed to the want of applicants. It is not impro-
bable that when his presence & mission are more widely
known he may have some youths under his instruction. The
Americans, however, are not inclined to devote their time &
money for qualifying themselves to diplomatic service. Neglect
which is the only reward the Congress give to the American
diplomatic agents abroad cannot stimulate the ambition of
young men. They have a large field open to their ambition in
the political life at home. By T.mn tradition & policy, America
has little or no complication with foreign nations & consequ-
ently her diplomacy requires comparatively little ability &
shrewdness. She presents a vast contrast to the leading nations
of Europe in this respect. But as commerce tends to increase
between her & China, there will be some persons who gladly,
avail of the opportunity of studying the quaint tongue of the
odd people. Those who pursue the study for the sake of curi-
osity or searching the treasures of Chinese literature will be
fewer. There may be also some divinity brothers who study it
because they wish to go out to~China as missionaries. Some
students of law, too, who are from, or intend to settle in,
California, may be tempted to learn the language. It is obvi-

ous, however, that for some years to come the number of such

students will be small.

December 9" Tuesday-

In accordance with the law passed through the State legi-
slature last May, women of Masachusetts voted for the school
committees & supervisors the payment of the poll-tax ($2)
being a necessary qualification. Any one can see that the
"Suffrage question” as the agitation of enfranchising women is
called, is yearly gaining more attention & influence. In spite
of all the ridicules & calumnies to which any radical moveme-
nt is subjected, persons like Mrs. Lucy Stone, Mrs. Livermo-
re, Henry Blackwell, WmL. Garrison, & Wendell Phillipps,
have agitated this question to such an extent that the State
legislature was forced to make some acknowledgement of it.
I once heard Mrs. Stone plead the cause of her own sex in a
political meeting. She said in substance that the American
revolution was fought because the people were made to pay
taxes without representation contrary to the Bill of Rights.
But today women pay taxes without any representation.
Where is logic & where is justice? Now nobody can deny the
rationality of this plea of hers. The absurdity too, of allowing
ignorant naturalized Irish to vote simply because they are
men, & of forbidding native-born intelligent women merely

as they are not men, is very obvious to anybody without a
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deep reflection. The only fear & drawback are on account of
responsibilities which will befall women if they are allowed
to vote & which may be too onerous when heaped upon, if
not in compatible with, her domestic duties. For it is plain
that when they can elect others they can be elected. And here
comes the difficulty on account of which many men as well as
women hesitate to carry the suffrage question to its fullest &
legitimate extent. But it should be observed that the same
objection will apply to, as the same difficulty, is experienced
by, any man busily occupied in business which is of non-
political nature, in fact any man not a politician will meet
with the same difficulty. Then again because women vote, it

does not follow that they must be elected to offices under any

circumstance. Woman who can not devote their time & energy
to the fulfilment of official duties for domestic or any other
reasons, should or may decline their nominations. That is all.
The objection that their participation in politics will tend to
the neglect of their domestic duties, is futile, because it does
not apply to them alone but to men as well, & also because
politics is not the only thing that may lead to the neglect. In
short, the reasons of their claim cannot be disputed & objecti-
ons are made because people are not accustomed to the pheno-
menon. The present State law is but a compromise between

reason & sentiment. It is nevertheless a stepping stone to a

YO

final & complete enfranchisement of the Sex. Time is not far,
I believe, when women will be entitled to as complete fra-
nchise as men. Apropos of election a scrip is appended, which

shows the way the ballot is managed in Massachusetts.

December 13 Saturday-

Having spent the previous night at I. P’s, I walked to Mr.
Porter’s office or store in Lynn. He deals in misses’ boots &
slippers. He was busily engaged in his business. A dozen pairs
of the boots are put in a square paper-box with his trade mark
on & then four of the paper-box are incased in a wooden box
which is nailed & on which are the names of both the consi-

gnor & the consignee, as well as the number of the box. His

own as well as his regular customers’ names are cut out in

thin pieces of copper, so that the letters forming those names
can be looked through. Those pieces are applied to the box &
are rubbed upon with a round stick of black which appears
like an India-ink or our own but is much softer. It may be
the same substance as shoe-black formed into the shape.

When it is rubbed on the copper pieces with a little moisture,

it goes through the crevices that form the letters & leaves or
stamps on the box the names & addresses. An expressman calls
by the time the boxes are ready & with the aid of an iron

hook held in one hand, loads his cart with then. Off he carried
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them to a railway station nearby whence they are forwarded
to their destination. He takes with him a book which I presu-
me is Mr. P’s account book with the railroad. Four boxes
were sent out that morning & a similar number is sent out
morning after morning. His customers seem to be mostly

southern trademen. The south & the west that are agricultural

regions owe to the east their supplies of manufactured articles.

And shoes & boots are one of such manufactures. Frank took
me into a shoe factory where the boots Mr. P. deals in are
made. It was by no means a large factory yet nearly hundred
persons were employed. Leather is cut into soles & heels. The
latter are nailed together to a proper thickness, & the former
are sewed together with a machine The machine has the same
working quality as the ordinary sewing machine the necessa-
rily much coarser. The soles are sewed together with a flaxen
string coming through wax which is attached to the machine

with an alcoholic fire burning under neath to melt it. The

man that had the charge of the machine mistook me for a

shoe-buyer & explained to me the virtue of the machine &
proudly reiterated with much emphasis that not a shoe had
been returned for any imperfection in the sewing. “We warrant
said he” against ripping of the soles but not for wear. That
would be going up our business, you see”. Then the leather

or cloth that covers the feet are sewed on & next the last

layer of sole. The heel is put on. A shoe thus roughly made

is taken to a man who cuts the sole & the heel into a proper

shape. An other man blackens the heel as well as the sides of

the sole giving them a shining appearance. Upstairs tone of
sewing machines are set in motion by which soft leather &
cloth are sewed so as to be ready to be superfixed to the sole.
The employees in this part are women all but a few. In the
afternoon Frank took me to a ride through the length & the
breadth of Lynn. Lynn is a city having 30, 000 inhabitants. Its
sole industry seems to be shoe-manufacture & it has several
large factories of the kind. All the wealthy men with insigni-
ficant exceptions are those engaged in the manufacture. It is
reputed for a low moral tone like many other manufacturing
cities. “Factory girls” suggests their moral quality. They are
mostly low, iodigent, & ignorant Irish girls & a congregation
of them in a large number breeds idle talks. They are then
associated with rough men equally low & ignorant employed
in the same business, & the intercourse cuts off whatever
edges of decency they might have so that they become too
smooth & rounded to be caught & held back by Chastity or
Sense of Shame. The men, too, who are employed in factories
are largely of single life & are free to devote their money to
rum & whisky or to the satisfaction of other selfish appetites

& wants. The lowering influence, however, is not confined
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within the working men & girls. The higher classes are more

or less contaminated with it & here is a deplorable condition.

December 16t Tuesday-

A letter No. 10 reached from Father. He tells me of a
strange phenomenon that actually appeared at Morioka. A
wealthy merchant bought a log of cherry-tree which was to
be used in constructing a new residence of his. Having dried
it for a sufficient time, he caused it to be made one of many
pillars which support a Japanese house, & it was so used by
his carpenter bark & all. Some time had passed by when he
was surprised to see many sprouts shooting from the pillar.
His astonishment was greatly increased however, when the
sprouts grew up to twing & the branches with green leaves on
them actually reached the ceiling. The phenomenon was
regarded as unaccountable but interpretered as a sign of luck
as it suggested the idea of prosperity. Several of his friends
composed each a Japanese or a Chinese poem congratulating
him at the strange event & sent their pieces to him. He has
the acknowledgement of their good wishes forwarded to each
of them a photographic picture of the pillar with its prospe-
rous branches & leaves. Father sent him the following Japa-

nese poem

“GHLEEOBRROFHE LRBCES LA LEDEDA

1]

& in return for it received one of the photographs. The idea
of his poem was borrowed says he from a Chinese proberb
‘AR THETVEETEHT A

which means Virtue brings happiness to the person who
practise it. Wealth brings prosperity to the house of the one
who possesses it, or more literally “Virtue adorus the person,
& Wealth adorus the house,” of one who practises the one &
possesses the other. The phenomenon is certainly singular. He
expresses some dissatisfaction with my adopted brother who
married my sister next to me Yeki. My regret to hear such a
complaint bordered upon griel. It is impossible of course to
ascertain whether the complaint is well founded evidence
being totally one-sided. While it is not desirable to doubt
Father’s words, the nature of the case forbids me to accept
them to a full extent. It is not at all certain whether brother
has not something to say on his part or at least whether there
is no excusable circumstance. It seems to me that when we
adopted a young man who had led a military life, we can not
expect to see in him anything like complete education in
letters nor such perfection in civility as may be attained by a
homebred man. Father does not arraign him of any evil inte-
ntion or conduct but asseses him of imperfect fulfilment of
filial duties. When his character is unimpeachable, he may be

taught to observe those duties more satisfactorily. A counsel
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was ventured on Father, therefore, that patience & modera-
tion should be his guides in dealing with brother. While it is
possible that he may learn to do better, it is not at all probable
that we shall find a better son to Father, better brother to me
& better husband to Yeki. A hasty step should not be taken
under such a circumstance, except for a very grave considera-
tion. Another year’s training was therefore respectfully reco-
mmended to Father. Recommendations savoring of advices
were also given to brother, which, if carried out, will remove
Father’s objections & apprehensions. My sincere hope is that
all the clogs may be taken away from the wheel of our family

& it may run smoothly here after.

December 22¢ Monday-

An apprehension in many a breast that Christmas might
come unaccompained with its usual concomitant was fairly
removed this morning. A truly ‘old fashioned’ snow storm
raged throughout all the morning, thermometer indicating
cold of 9° above zero, which is however one degree highert han
it was yesterday morning. It was evident that the snow, even
though unsupplementer by another fall, would remain on the
ground till Xmas. People of this region as well as the old
English tradition, say that a Chistmas without snow hardly

seems like one, such in their mind the association of the two.

Children & dogs were happy & merry. Even older people
were not slow to appreciate the snow & in the afternoon &
the evening sleighbells were heard jingling along the streets.
Kurino appeared with a letter from our Cousulate in New
York which contained a check to the amount of § 226. 25-a
trimonthly allowancc for Jan, -March 1880, A bottle of shoyu
or an Japanese sauce owned by Saito had been well nigh
exhausted but it was desirable that we should have to supply
replenished especially, in view of the approaching New Year’s
day-our great national holiday-for a fit celebration of which
we should have something strongly savoring of our home.
The Sauce is the thing of course. We therefore took the
opportuinity of sending a receipt for the check, to ask Mr.
Ohta Shobei for a bottle of shoyu, stating the reason & hoping
that our reliance upon his invariable kindness for the past
might not be misplaced. On the strength of the hope, we used
the last drop of Saito’s sauce in the evening & enjoyed a
tolerably good supper with sardines. I had traced my steps
back from Bowdoin St. as far as Dover Street, when at the
sound of an alarmbell, a gentleman arrested my atten by
asking me “Is that a fire?” pointing his forefinger towards
Washington Street. On leaving B. St., something made me
suspect that, there might be a fire to-night worth witnessing.

It was apparently very near & a tolerably large one. We
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at once resolved to repair to the scene & with hasty steps
followed Dover St. as far as Harrison Avenue. There two
wooden buildings which proved to be lumber yards were
under a powerful sway of malignant fire. The one of them
was fully ablaze, %N the other was fast approaching a similar
condition. Fire could not have selected a better place for
the display of its power for the structures were wooden
a little better than mere shanties & their contents were well
dried timber. Happily, however, no dwelling houses were in
a great danger though the neighborhood teemed with
tenement houses. A misery indeed it would have been to the
inmates of those tenements had they been turned homeless
particularly when Christmas was coming. Such an idea, howe-
ver, seemed totally foreign to them for they peeped their
heads out of their windows with little sign of fear & appare-
ntly amused themselves at the sight, though their very heads
were almost bathed in a shower of sparks. It was possible for
by standing like ourselves to perceive that their buildings
were not in an immediate danger. But they looked even
calmer than ourselves. My companion who was a nervous
man could not understand how they could look at the awful
scene with such equanimity or even with delight, instead of
packing their articles ready for removal. Those inmates must

indeed be women & children of exceptional mHB:owm & bra-

HE

very. As we were leaving the scene the fire engines were in
a full working order & appeared to be able to control the
flame. There are on streets of Boston round iron covers with
“B. W. W.” (Boston Water Works) on at convenient intervals.
In case of a fire an engine is stationed at one of those m.voﬁm.
Upon removal of the cover a tube is discovered, which leads
to a water pipe below & the pump is fixed over the tube to
draw water up. The pump is worked by steam power. A long
rubber hose is connected with the pump & through it water
is conveyed to any desirable spot. Most of the engines are
drawn by horses. One wagon carries the engine; another
carries the hose & ladders. Firemen are clothed with a rubber

coat from head to foot.

December 234 Tuesday-

A perusal of the Japan Mail enabled me to arrive at a
correct understanding of a clause in the Tokio Chamber of
Commerce memorial mentioned on p. 15-16, which concerned
the mode of levying import duty. The meaning is this. As the
present mode is to compute the import duty on the basis of an
invoice made at the place of manufacture instead of the price
at the port of shipping, different amounts of the duty are
levied on the same goods if bought at different places. Thus

goods bought at & sent from Manchester England e. g. would
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be subject to less duty than the same goods bought at &
imported from London. i. e. the latter would be subject to the
duty computed on the same basis as the former plus the cost
of transportation from Manchester to London. The same is
the case of goods imported from London & Calcutta e. g.
Those exported from India have an invoice that includes
besides the London price the cost of transportation from
England to India & are thus subject to a greater amount of
duty than the same goods shipped from London. \:.:m is so
with cotton yarn for instance. It will thus be seen that the
goods brought from a nearer place would undego a severer
burden than those shipped from a more distant port. To
remedy this disparity, it is recommended to include freight or
cost of transportation in every case in computing the import

duty. Then the same kind of goods would be subject to an

equal burden whether brought from distance or neighborhood.

While the meaning of the Tokio Chamber of Commerce is
thus made clearer, I can not help thinking that it is is not our
duty or business to take such a step. Admitting that ﬁrm pro-
posed mode will secure a more equitable imposition of the
import duty, the question still remains whether it is proper to
include freight in the basis upon which the duty should be
computed. If it is not, why should the goods shipped from a

distant country be subjected to the burden in order to make

those brought from a nearer less onerous? The cost of tra-
nsportation instead of being a profit is so much loss to mercha-
nts. If freight is at all a proper subject of the customs duty
the carrier who earns it should pay it & not the merchants.
Else, they are subjected to a double burden of paying a perce-
ntage upon the value of goods & another on the cost of
transporting them. But that is hardly equity. If we take the
particular case mentioned in the Memorial i. e. cotton yarn,
the proposed method is still more objectionable. The specific
duty seems a proper one to be imposed upon it, because it is
not such a finery as jewelries & can be easily classified. What
difficulty is there of taxing so much per yarn or by other
measurement? The difficulty & inequity of imporsing the ad
valorem duty have led this country e. g. to discard it as far
as possible & substitute the specific method in its stead. The
simplicity of the latter method is very evident & certainly
commendable. The Woo-Long tea for instance is taxed so
much per lb. or chest, wherever it is brought from. Even in
the ease of an article subject to ad valorem duty, it is not the
concern of the United States Custom House to see who
imports it or whence it is exported. It is the business of the
merchant to calculate all the expenses & profits. If a certain
article brought from France is subject to a greater burden

than the same from Switzerland, it is his concern whether he
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would buy the article in Switzerland or purchase it in France
even by paying a higher rate of duty. The result of including
freight in the basis is the same if the rule is to compute the
duty upon the market value at the place of destination instead
of the invoice made at the port of shipping. One mo¢m~:5m3
would do well to adopt the specific duty & impose it on all

such goods as can by their nature susceptible of it.

December 24h Wednesday-

The week is designated as the Christmas week & prepara-
tions for celebrating the occasion are made on all sides. Long
before but particularly during the week shops & stores are
decorated with evergreens & filled with resplendent articles
tempting the curiosity of the buying public. Dry-goods stores,
such as R. H. White’s or Jordan & Marshe’s, blaze with
dresses of the latest Parisian pattern, kerchiefs & hoses, neck-
dresses & gloves, pocket-books & haskets, of various materials
& colors, which are calculated to & go in fact tickle the fancies
of feminine buyers. Jewely stores dazzel customer’s eyes with
gold, silver, diamonds, rubies, & other precious gems which,
in the forms of finger rings, ear rings, watches, bracelets,

necklaces, watch-chains, even ornamental cups & boards, shed

bright rays & mimic the colors of rainbow. Furnishing goods

stores, similar in character to the dry-goods stores, excite the

K

curiosity of men with silken handkerchiefs of highly fanciful
colors, cotton & woolen stockings of equally attractive shades
of color, neckclothes of the latest fashion, showy sleeve buttons
& breastpins, & canes of curious shapes & rare woods. Nor
are stationary stores less attractive. Handsomely decorated
Christmas cards of all sizes, beautiful boxes containing fancy
letter papers & envlopes to mail them, tastefully cut glass ink
stands, highly polished leathern pocket books, richly decorated
horse-shoes, convenient calendars for the coming year, are
enough to detain hurrying purchasers. If toy shops are visited,
elegant hobby horses, sonorous drums, gilt swords, gay flags,

painted trumpets, lovely dolls, neat baskets, miniature articles
of household furniture, checker-boards, go-bans, pacheesis, &
all other instruments for playing innocent games, an excee-
dingly tantalizing to children & puzzle mothers in their
choices. Those stores where paintings, engravings, chromos,

are sold & crocking stores with magnificent vases &
exquisite cups & tea pots, plates & saucers, also draw a large
number of present-buyers. Japanese stores form another cyno-
sure which deal in articles at once novel, brilliant, & tasteful,

together after with quaint & gorgeous products of China &
delicate & ever fanciful manufactures of France. If cheap
furs & lackered trays are no longer curiosities, simple but

pleasing screens & bronzes of admirable workmanship &
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excellent porclains are yet far from being common, & ﬂsm:-
ties of faus & kinds of lacquer works are so various that
searching eyes always discover some novelties among them.
Gift-buyers who do not wish to give their friends handke-
rchiefs or rings every year but are at loth what to buy,
would find rﬁ@.&::mm that suit them. The only objection is
that most of those articles are set in high prices on account of
heavy duties to which they are subjected. A book store is
another place that is much frequented by gift-purchasers. It
has handsomely bound books from standard works down to
the latest travels & novels as well as Mother Goose’s Rhymes.
In spite of a snow fall & subsequent mud & mire, streets were
crowded by gift-hunters & among those stores, the dry-goods
were patronized by so large a throng that one had to wait
from half an hour to one hour before she could give her
order. It is said that there had never been such a ’good trade’
in those stores within the past decade. A restoration of confi-
dence in business world doubtless contributed to the result.
Grocery stores & meat markets are extremely busy to-night,
as everybody must have a turkey, a goose, or a duck for to-
morrow’s dinner. Nine out of ten men who wind their way
homeward toward the evening, will be seen carrying a brown-
paper bundle which can be judged safely as containing a

turkey even without a protrusion of its legs out of the paper.

“In Rome do as Romans do.” Some moments or other must
be sent to my intimate friends & kind aquaintances. But the
question what to send, which even monied people find difficult
to settle, is perplexing to those whose purse is flat. To select a
thing which is at once cheap & exquisite or unique is indeed
no easy matter. When a number of such articles different in
quality if not in kind, are to be chosen, it is needless to m.m<
that the embarrassment is heightened well nigh beyond reme-
dy. To surmount the principal difficulty, however, it was
agreed between Kurino & myself to combine our money & to
buy & send some mementoes jointly, as we have several mutual
friends. Among them, we know a family of six persons inclu-
ding the parents. We had been in habit of presenting ms
article to each of them at least of the children. But necessity
actuated us to deviate from the precedent & send a thing or
two to the family in our joint names. We started with a
proposition that each of us should contribute to the common
coffer two dollars & if necessary, a little more might be added
to the fund but in no case the total expense should exceed
$6. First we visited an office at 17 Battery March, with which
Mihara Shinsuke has some connection. There we bought two
tea-boxes of tin laquered over & worked upon so as to present
an appearance of carved wood. Each box with tea in it was

bought at 65 but from its unique feature would seem much
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more valuable to an American eye. We were delighted with
this happy choice. Next a crockery store on Franklin Street
was visited, where Kuchiki is employed. We selected a neat
looking tea-pot of the Banko class with a rattan handle
arching over it, & procured it at 50 cents in spite of Kuchiki’s
solicitation to purchase something more valuable. As it is
customary to send the Christmas Cards or cards with appro-
priate flowers or sceneries & also congratulatory words printed
on, we went into a stationary store on Bromfleld Street &
selected at the expense of 44 cents four of the most comical
ones for the three daughters & one son of the family. Having
made a bundle out of all these things, we carried it to an
express office on Court Square & left it thus paying 15 cents
for its transportation. Thus the whole expense came very
much. below our calculation, each one’s share being $1. 11. We

considered the undertaking as a great success.

December 25t Thursday-

Christmas has come at last. As I went down to breakfast
everybody was bound to wish me a “Merry Christmas” before
I could have a chance to utter a syllable. All delight in taking
lead in the customary congratulation & some would repeat
the catechism even before they can see other faces. “I wish

you a Merry Christmas,” & “Thank you ; I wish you the same

P

or I wish you many happy returns” sound & resound eve-
rywhere. It was the 8t® of April by the old calendar the
birthday of Shaka great teacher of Buddhism, so is this day
the nativity of Christ famous founder of Christianity. Like
Buddhists, Christians go to places of worship to commemorate
the event. Like the Thanksgiving day, this is one of the
occasions when members of a family come together. Grandmo-
thers would visit their grandsons or granddaughters would
come to their grandfather’s ; a father would invite his married
daughter or a son his mother ; an uncle would be delighted
to see nephews or an aunt would be pleased to call on her
niece ; just as mutual convenience dictates. Like the Tha-
nksgiving, this is the day to eat turkey at dinner. Christmas
pudding is another article of food that is indispensable to a
real Christmas dinner, which, though containing raisins, by
some caprice is known as plum pudding. Merry-makings so
common in Europe on this occasion, were forbidden by the
stern Puritans who passed a law subjecting to penalty any
transgressor. But as time secedes farther from their days,
weaker has become their influences until at present people
think that harmless jollifications are no sins. How cheerlessly
the morning must wmﬁw, come to a Puritan family where no
stocking was filled with gifts of benign Santa Claus! The

bushy saint clad in fur from head to foot leaves his home in
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a cold region & comes with snow out into the more habitable
world. His great love of children makes him carry hither a
magic box on his back, whose contents are well nigh inexha-
ustive & can supply all the children of Christendom with
some choice gifts or other. In the night of the 242 he arrives
to the world & on his swift-foot he travels over thousands of
thousands of miles, visiting every house that shelters a child
from a royal mansion to a lowly cot & filling every stocking
on both sides the Atlantic, which may hang by a fire place
or a bed. Children whose fancy had been wildly excited by
mother’s story concerning the Saint, anxiously wait for his
advent through a smoky chimny, curious to see what his
appearance is like & what gifts he will bring to them. But he
is careful not to come while they are méme & they are
doomed to a disappointment. Soon “dewy-feathered sleep”
perches upon their weary eyelids & fluttering its wings flls
their minds with illogical & fantastic dreams. Then softly
opening the door enters a familiar figure with a loving cou-
ntenance, empties the contents of her lap into the hanging
stocks, & tenderly printing marks of caress upon ﬁrm.:,., rosy
lips, leaves them undisturbed in their enjoyment of night’s
sweet repose. With the morning sun they wake & their
impatient eyes are swiftly directed toward the receptacles of

presents. Now brightly their countenances beam with radiant

smiles| In faltering breaths & ill-articulating sounds they
recite the congratulatory formula to the pseudo-Santa. At
the invitation of the Greens, Kurino & myself went over to
Winthrop Square. There we found Mrs. Adams of Ossipee,

Mrs. Harris & children, Misses Warner & Annie M. Varrell
besides all the members of the hostess’ family. Soon we were
shown into the dining room where every one of us enjoyed to
the stomachful, oysters, hams, jellies, cakes. nuts, oranges,

apples & candies. The juvenile part of the company found
much delight in the ‘conversation candy’ or it /5. Sentiments
bold & soft, stirring & sweet, were mutually given & recei-
ved. The repast was now over & we were taken into the
parlor where a Christmas-tree was standing. A tree of the
spruce family erect & comely in its shape with prosperous
branches was set up in the center of the room & was hung
with gay presents until its branches with bowed heads seemed
to groan under the burden. The pater familias now mounted
on a foot stool with smiles beaming forth from his bearded
mouth & joy sparkling in his spectacled eyes. He plucked a
present after a present from the tree & calling aloud the
destined receiver’s name directed by a card attatched to it,
performed the agreeable office of a gift-distributor. Every
person’s face flushed as his or her name was called out &

brightened with smile as he or she received a gift. Brisk talks
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& merry conversations were carried on at every nook &
corner of the room, on sofas & chairs. But then music brought
us to our feet & with its resistless eloquence urged us on to
trip “on the light fantastic toe.” What could be merrier than
the Virginian reel on an occasion like this! The merriment
came close to the border of a midnight revelry when the
company dispersed in best humor possible. As it was too late
to come home, I spent the night with Kurio at 22 Bowdoin
Street. In the house I lodge lives a man connected with Boston
Journal. He ooBom in at half past eleven o’clock every night
& as he is generally the last to come home, the office of
locking the ocuter door is charged to him by the landlady. If
any one of the boarders without a previous notice to her, stays
out later than the hour, he is liable to be locked out. He
could indeed be admitted by ringing the bell. But as it is
disagreeable to wake anybody up so late, I remain somewhere
else where I am behind the locking hour. This arrangement
is often found very inconvenient to us boarders but the
landlady who is extremely nervous can not be prevailed upon
to discontinue it. It seems impossible for her to sleep with the
outer door unlocked, though she seems to acknowledge the
reasonableness of an argument that a burglar, if he comes

in at all, would not enter by the regular door way.

Dec. 28t2 Sunday-

In the late numbers of the Japan Weekly Mail appeared a
series of articles under the title of “Extra territoriality.” The
author whom we supposed to be an American turns out to be
Mr. Shephered an American lawyer in the employment of
the Gaimusho & has published them in as pamphlet form
since. He distinguishes the system of extraterritorial jurisdi-
ction prevailing in Levant & other places under Mohammedan
dominion from that exercised by the European & the Ameri-
can Nations in Japan. The former is an extension of the
system Personal Law beyond the pale of Europe or rather
Christendom. When the Roman Empire was crashed under
the feel of the northern barbarians, there was no territorial
law but each nation had its jurisdiction over its subjects where
ever they happened to be. A Burgandian carried with him the
Burgandian law wherever he went, a Goth did live under the
Gothic rule in the same manner, & so on with the other
nations. So it sometimes happened that four men walking in
company were subject to four different laws. And this is what
is known as Personal law. It was the extension of the practice,
Mr. Shepherd contends, that Christian people lived in Moha-
mmedian countries, exempted from local jurisdiction. But the
system had been long obsolete when Japan made treaties with

the Western nations & it can hardly be supposed that they
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revived it in this particular case. But is the meaning of the
treaties such as to firtify the mEuUOmEosw They {the American
& the English treaties with Japan) provide that questions
arising as to the property & personal nights of the subjects of
the respective nations should be tried their own magistrates
or judges & settled by their own laws whenever the questions
arise between such subjects or between such a subject & a
Japanese when the former is the defendant. As to criminal
?Hmm&omoz., crimes committed by such a subject either agai-
nst another or a Japanese should be tried & punished by the
law of his own country. From this it can not be inferred that
those nations thereby acquired anything more than judicial
control over their own subjects. Each nation is independent
& an essential attribute of sovereignty is legislative power.
This power can not be exercised in its territory by any other
nations unless conferred upon them either by express compacts
or by tacit consent. But Japan has never given her consent to
such an assumption of legislative power by other nations
within its own territory nor has she conceded its legislative
authority by express agreements. It is a fair inference to be
grown from provisions of those treaties that the judicial power
was conceded to foreign nations for the mutual convenience
of both the contracting parties when we consider the state of

things at time the treaties were made. The interval commo-

tions hardly enabled Japan to exercise the authority over
foreign residents while the foreign nations were unwilling to
subject their citizens to the then imperfect & often barbarous
laws of Japan. But in civil cases the defendant’s court has
always exercised jurisdiction & it was in criminal cases that
objection to the Japanese law were strongest & therefore the
foreign courts took cognizance of them in every case. But
what is crime. Who is to say that such & such an act is a
crime? Supposing that a foreigner commits an act which is a
crime by the Japanese law, would the court of his nation
leave him untried or acquit him because it is not a crime by
the law of its country? This position is untenable. Criminal
law is local or territorial according to the English & the
American doctrines, & justly so, for if violaters of the peace
of a nation can go scot free simply because their own courts
do not recognize their acts as crimes, its safety & peace would
be radically shaken. The true meaning is that such acts shall
be tried according to the procedure of the court of the offe-
nders’ country & be punished accordingly. It is said that
certain legislative powers are given to the English minister by
the order of the Council & this proves the understanding on
the part of England that the treaty gives her the power of
legislation. But an examination of the orders show that the

minister’s power to legislate is confined to certain limits & is
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given him to enable him to legislate over such topics as a case
above supposed, i. e. an act criminal by the Japanese law but
not by the English. Thus whether the question is examined
from the standpoint of the circumstances under which the
treaties were made or of their contexts or provisions, no fair
inference or inter pretation can be made that Japan has ever
conceded or the foreign nations have ever acquired legislative
authority over the foreign residents. But mutual convenience
provided a temporal remedy in committing the trial & puni-
shment of offenders to the ooc.ﬁ of their own nations. The
above is an abstract of Mr. Shepherd’s articles. They were
written with candor & moderation as well as with critical
spirit & good sense. They are well worth a perusal. Whatever
criticism may be passed upon his theory as to the Personal
Law, his construction & interpretation of the provisions of
the treaties are fair & oOEBmsmmEm.. Yet the British' minister
has always asserted legislative authority in him & disregarded
all the Japanese enactments unless they receive what he is
pleased to call his ‘sanction’. Then & only then he would
enforce them upon his countrymen resident in Japan. His
view, however, is mercilessly refuted by Mr Shepherd’s essay
& it does not seem possible for any rational man to counte-

nance it, unless there be such perversly stubborn creatures as

himself. A recent occurrance furnished an example of ridicu-

<11

lous peevishness on his part & a gross injustice resulting
therefrom. The Japanese government issued a quarantine law
as was necessited by a furious rage of cholera. The British
minister, instead of enforcing it as every principle of humanity
& justice if not courtesy dictated, made an insignificant altera-
tion in the number of days during which ships & vessels were
to be detained & proclaimed the otherwise identical law as
his order after some delay. Of all authorities, that of issuing
laws of this nature undoubtedly belongs to the native gove-
rnment & they should be binding upon all whether natives
or foreigners, for who would pretend to entertain such a
preposterous opinion that English ships & vessels should come
in without being quarantined & subject the mass of humanty
to the merciless sway of the horrible pestilence, simply because
the regulations are Japanese & not ‘Sanctioned’ by the English
minister? Where is justice & fair play for which the English
are proverbially noted or rather boast themselves of 7 Their
dealing with Japan is but one of numerous examples of the
policy which they pursue towards the Asiatic nations? The
British nation is ‘double faced’ as well as ‘double tongued’, for
while they pride themselvesin their free & just government,
their foreign policy at least in the East is truly barbarous &
shameful. General Grant of the United States, as indeed any

man of sense would, did painfully observe this fact & freely
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communicated his views to the Japanese authority. The condu-
ct of the German minister in the case of quarantine was
simply outrageous. A German merchantman was duly detai-
ned by our quarantine commissioners under the above regula-
tions. But the minister hearing of this, immediately sent a
man of war & by sheer force compeled them to relinquish the
vessel which was thus brought into the harbor of Yokohama
without any examination at all. Whether, as was alleyed,
done at the instigation of his British colleague or not, his act
was not only unjust but truly inhuman. Why should we be
subjected to such humiliations without indicating ourselves?
The moral is indeed plain. Just indignation is turned into
impotent rage, dictate of reason is rendered murmur of plaint,
outrage is transformed into justice, just as the one or the
other nation is heavier in the scale of might. Humanity weeks,
freedom shrieks, & right groans under the iron-handed sway
of force. Shame on Civilization, shame on the century, shame

on Europel

December 312t Wednesday-

This is the last day of the 12,, year of Meiji or of 1879.

From early in the morning white flakes fell thick and steadily
like flour sifted through a coarse Sieve but lightly like the

down winnowed to the floating air. They were those large

flakes which upon the ground fast increase the bulk of sno-
wheap. No wind stirred the air & they came down dancing a
waltz. A muffted roll of milk carts was the last sound of
wheels heard through the day. At home many a debtor would
be making what best excesses he might devise to his invading
creditors, or shunning their presence. But no hellish torment
nor painful anxiety is experienced by his fellows in this part
of the world. Indeed some creditors may gather their credits
to-day but it is not the general custom. At home, again,
many a family would enjoy the customary buckwheat soup
sitting around the health %u gossiping of the events of the
outgoing year. Nothing of the sort characterizes the day here,
however. In churches especially of the Methodist denomina-
tion, is held what is called the 'watch meeting’. The devotees
gather in a church & remain in a mute communion with the
heaven & in profound meditation till 12 o’clock in the morni-
ng, when they burst out to a loud & fervent praise & tha-
nksgiving expressed through appropriate hymns. Many besi-
des the devotees go in just to witness the rite. Negroes are
mostly of the Methodist persuation & are very fervent in
their devotion. In this very enthusiasm of theirs, however,
there is a certain grotesque phase which provokes the humo-
rous feeling of the bystanders. The whites are ready to find a

cause for sneer in any sober & earnest act of the blacks. And
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tonight the black methodist churches are crowded with young
rogues who would satisfy their humor at the expense of the
blacks’ devotion. A curiosity counselled me to attend such a
church to-night, not to sneer at the religious devotion of its
members indeed but simply to observe what the meeting is
like. But Kurino & Saito whom I invited to accompany me
would not consent but urged me to stay in their room. It was
planned sometime ago that we should have the buckwheat
soup as Mihara Shinsuke had proposed to prepare it for us. It
were indeed happy if we could have it to-night. But as he
was not in town & also the sauce was nearly exhausted, it
was vain to entertain the wish. The idea of passing the eveni-
ng without some incident could not be tolerated, as a reme-
mbrance of the pleasant ways in which we used to spend the
night at home, was not extinct in our minds. A recollection
rather of them haunted us & we were not show in concocting
a plan. Forthwith one ran out to a provision store, another
undertook the cleaning of tin-boilers, tin-pans, saucers, &
chopsticks, while a third waited for the return of the first to
rinse the riee. The marketing party came back with beaf,
rice, turnips, & onions. All the hands were busy either in
carring the meat, preparing the rice, or in peeling & cutting
the vegetables. The use of a gas-stove necessited the use of

candles but we had not been sitting in the darksome light long

<E

before the repast was ready. With great relish, indeed, we
partook the home fare which is always enjoyable. Soon howe-
ver our hunger was satiated & full-stomachs were ill-adopted
to a merry conversation or lively talk. Cups of tea did not
serve to break the stupid spell that seized the company. A
glass or two of wine or beer would have been a timely remedy
but in this state of humor the proverb “everybody’s business
is nobody’s business” seemed to have singular truth in it. None
ventured out to fetch the drink though all longed for it. A
happy hit was made, however, when it was proposed that we
might compose k4] or poem of seventeen syllables, each of
us taking a line of which there are three in a poem. The plan
was this that each of us should take a line, as mmmm above,
whether the first, the second, or the third ; that he should
compose the past assigned to him & write it down ; that he
should have the paper to the next one taking care not to
show what he has written ; that the next & the third should
go the same, except that when the last has written his, he
should open the paper & read the whole piece. This is known
in our tongue as —/fJ#k. Thus each one the inks independently
of the others & without slightest knowledge of what they will
write or have written. The subject is agreed upon at the outset
of course, but, as it will be expected, a majority of pieces is

merely tautological or disconnected in ideas. This tautology
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or confusion of ideas itself serves to provoke laughter & it is
delightful if wholesome pieces are made out. Once in a while
such as will make a sense often an excellent one, are produced.
And to-night the very first piece was intrinsically good &
excellent beyond our expectation. As it is not comprehensible
without much explanation & it is personal, the verse will not
find its place here. Then we went on composing lamest Chinese
sonnets as we did not follow the rhythmical rules. It was a
poor forget-the-year party indeed compared with those we
had had, but probable, the fittest & best under the circumsta-
nces. It was after 11 o'clock when I left Bowdoin Street &
before going to bed, heard bells “ring out the old and ring Hb

the new” at 12 o’clock.

January 12t 1880

Thursday—

A fitter day could not have announced the new vyear in.
The sun shone bright, the air was mild and warm. Seldom is
there a fine day in Boston, whose charm is not greatly marred
by high wind. But to-day the wind slept in stony caves and
not a gust disturbed the serene atmosphere. Indeed the state
of the weather was such as to remind me of the new year’s

day at home. The ground was however still covered with

the snow of the last night. Hardly had I stepped out of my
room, when a voice hailed me with the customary gratulation
“I wish you a happy New Year.” To salute a friend with the
formula before he has chance to tender his gratulation, is
deemed desirable and to take him unawares is certainly very
amusing. All want to be offensive, everybody dislikes to be
detensive. Every time a person entered the dining room “A
happy New Year” went forth from the mouths of all that
were present and the merry voices extorted a smile from the
most sullen and made the bright brighter. But as the genera-
1 rule, the merry element of the occasion stops here. No cup is
raised to the mutual health of members of a family or of
friends, not a green festoon adorns the door or the parlor, not
a visitor disturbs the solemn quiet, not a game is played, in
short there is not a sign of festive merriments. Stores are
kept, shops are open, though some large stores are closed at
about ten o'clock in the morning. It is not a legal holiday,
but, as in other occasions of a similar nature is a holiday in
its derivative sense. People go to chuch. Non observance of
the day as a holiday or a festival, however, is peculiar to the
Puritan New England, especially Massachusetts. Boston, where
of all the great cities in New England the Puritan influence
holds the strongest sway, makes least pretence to a festive

observance of the day. In New York City and other places
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particularly in the Western States, however, it is a custom to
make and receive calls. The calls seem to be confined to
young lady friends of gentlemen, not as with us extended to
all the relations as well as friends. Nor does it appear to be a
social obligaton to make them. The general custom is, I
understand, for young ladies to notify their gentlemen friends
in due time that they will receive callers. Seldome a lady
receives them alone but is generally ‘assisted’ by her lady
friends. This is done to avoid the incnvenience amounting to
an impossibility, to entertain calls when several of them come
in together, as often they do. For the some reason frequently
from two to half a dozen or more ladies enter into a partne-
rship pro tempore & agree to receive their friends at the
house of one of them. Such a partnership is mostly made up
of those who have many mutual friends among gentlemen.

They send out the invitation or notice to the latter in their
names, stating the time & place for reciving the complime-
ntary visits. It was customary in New York to offer visitors
cups of wine. But as the usage produced ridiculous & QE
effects upon the collers, it has been largely done away with..
But before proceeding te the manner of entertainments,

something must be said of those who are to make calls. With
the exception of those whose means does not allow them as

well as those who have but a few calls to make, a visitor

<K

appears in a carriage or hack. To obviate the inconvenience
often bordering upon a hardship, of defraying the expense
alone, he concerts with a few of his intimate friends who have
many mutual acquaintances among the ladies to be visited.

An agreement is thereby made that they should hire a vehicle
in common & each should share an equal portion often
expense. It is also agreed upon among them =‘oﬁ always but
generally that their names should be printed on a card in
common. The number of the cards corresponds of course
with that of the houses they will visit. Some pretty or odd
design or other is devised for the cards which are printed
specially for the occasion. At an appointed hour they start on
their visiting tour with the dress coat or the frock coat, a
white necktie, and a pair of kid gloves on. On the other hand
ladies too appear in the low neck dress. with short sleves, &
with kid gloves of six to twelve buttons. There are some both
among the callers and the recivers, however, that are not
dressed so formally. The New York custom, as it is called, of
receiving & makieg calls made an inroad into the vicinity of
Boston at last & a number of Chelsea belles intimated their
desire to receive callers. My friends the Greens, too, forwa-
rded a notice to that effect to Kurino & myself. The notice is
something like this “Misses Green receive callers a their house

on Winthrop Square from 8 to 11 p. m. Thursday Jan. 1%’
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We left for Chelsea by the Washington Avenue horse car.
Our costume was of an equivocal character and could suit
either a formal or informal occasion. We were led to this
step for two reasons. In the first place, we had entertained a
grave doubt whether our friends meant to receive formal
calls or expected us to appear in an informal manner. The
next Perhaps the best reason was because neither of us was
blessd with the possession of a dress suit with its appendages
a pair of light colored kid gloves and a white necktie, not to
speak of visiting cards suitable for the occasion. We were as
usual extremely averse to anything that is replete with empty
ceremonies and affords no substantial enjoyment. It was
certain that we should have abstained under some pretext or
other form making the call, had we known beforehand that
they intended us to pay them a ceremonial visit. As we were
left in dark as to their precise meaning, however, we procee-
ded to Chelsea with a firm predetermination and understa-
nding between us that we should leave instantly if events
should prove themselves disagreeable to our wish. After an
almost one full hour’s ride in a cold horse car—way of travel
not at all pleasant—we reached Winthrop Square at last. The
door bell was rung and we were instantly admitted into the
hall by ever-smiling Herbic Harris who acted as an usher pro

tempore. In another minute we were announced into the

parlor or reception-room where the three sister—hostesses
‘assiste’d by Misses Annie Mowe Varrell of Portsmouth N. H.,
Annie K. Warner and another young lady of the neighbo-
rhood, met us with the customary greeting. We shook hands
as many times as there were ladies. Their necks were covered,
their hands as well as forearms were unencumbered with
gloves. There were no callers present besides ourselves. In
fact, there was nothing to arouse our apprehension but eve-
rything seemed favorable to an inference that familiarity
rather than formality was meant to be the prevailing rule for
the occasion, through something in their manners bespoke of
the contrary. But this slight change in their deportment
towards us might well have been overlooked considering that
we met for the first time this year. We had not long indulged
in such reflections before we were shown into the sitting
room opposite the parlor or a refreshment room pro tempore.
On a table were plates piled up ; numerous silver knives, and
spoons held each a separate congregation ; cups and saucers
naturally took a quarter very proximate to a cofee w.oﬁ of
shining silver ; fruit-dishes, holding in an ordered heap golden
oranges, ruddy apples, sky blue grapes and brown nuts, in a
line with those of cakes and candies polished sugar board and
milk pitcher occupied prominent positions along the central

part ; while red and white napkins arranged in separate piles,
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held themselves in readiness to render their service. We were
helped to a cup of coffee, some candy and fruits. It would ill
become a wellbred visitor to indulge himself much in eating
and drinking, simply because neither the time nor the place
was meant for satiating his appetite. So we kept within the
bounds of good manner withdrawing ourselves after a mock
enjoyment of the refreshment. Scarcely had we returned to
the reception room, when events took a totally changed turn.
A tide of callers had now fairly set in. The doorbell was rung
with such frequency that ebisu-like Herbie could sit on his
chair hardly a moment. Faces appeared in the parlor only to
disappear and be substituted by new ones after a few minutes.
Most bodies were wrapped in a dress suit, all necks were enci-
rcled with a white neckerchief, and all hands were covere-
d with a pair of yellow or light blue Kid-gloves. Everybody
repeated the same story, nobody went beyond the gratulating
formula, the state of the weather, the snow and a kindred
subject of sleighing. We were rather taken aback, and betook
ourselves to the back parlor which was doubtless intended as
an asylum in such a case. At first we thought of waiting for
an ebb of the tide, beguiling in the meantime the weary
minutes by more or less animated talks with a few gentlemen
whom the hostesses brought and introduced to us. But there

was not a sign of a slackening, but there was every reason for

<<

a steady continuance if not increase, of the flow, till late in
the evening. An intimation of our desire to leave brought
the mater familias to the front, who met it with an earnest
entreaty to tarry longer and even went so far as to say that
she would feel slighted should we really go away. While our
wish to come home was great, we were not so desperate as to
attain it even by hurting her feeling. We then sought the
seclusion of the library upstairs where Will was found reading.
There we staid for a while Ant could no longer sit still. With
the necessity of making another call elsewhere as a pretext,
we finally took our leave of the hostesses rather unceremoni-
ously, as a French leave is excusable, indeed considered proper
on a formal occasion like this. The matron did not persist in
her plea though she appeared by no means pleased. It was
related to me afterwards that callers kept coming in till 11
o’clock and their ::van,ma.oc:ﬁmm to over one hundred.
Kurino offered me his bed in which the night was passed
comfortably.

In his letter received to-day, Kawakami gives his impression
upon attending a social gathering for the first time. He “felt
very uneasy and most uncomfortable. He does not like it at
all but thinks it necessary for a study of the English society
to attend parties.” I can well understand his feeliing and

better imagine how he appeared on the occasion. Too well do
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I remember the first party I attended years ago, and have not
forgotten how awkward I felt and really was. To a Japanese
who is little acquainted with social etiquettes and less used to
a mixed company of both sexes at home, it is a novelty indeed
to stand in a social circle whose foci are flooming maidens.
He is shy and is at a loss what to do or say. It is not strange
to him to mingle with men alone nor is it difficult for him to
enter into a conversation with them. But far different is it
when he confronts with such a formidable object as a young
lady. He has been brought up in a society largely exclusive of
her and not to regard her as his companion in society. It
were indelicate if not unmanly to talk familiarly with her or
to cultivate her acquaintance. Now he is brought to her face
to face. He is in total ignorance as to what would interest her
most and therefore be a fit subject of conversation. Coyness
and the consciousness of his lack of the knowledge deprive
him of the facility of tongue. Her efforts to draw him into
conversation succeed only in obtaining categorical answers
from him or perhaps I-think-sos. Indeed it requires a lady of
no mean tact to make him say more than those. But he will
explain often in greater details than necessary any Japanese
subject of which she may ask him, and will often be even
eloquent, for it is a topic with which he is well versed and of

which he can say much, indeed has said time and again in

answer to numerous question of a similar nature repeatedly
put to him already. But he is careful % avoid all trifling and
as unnecessary, he thinks, remarks, such for instance as those
on the weather. He will not speak to her unless she obliges
him to by question or remarks. When he feels uneasy to be in
her company and finds it hard to say simplest things to her,

he is not to be expected to entertain her. He is unable though
wishes to. His ignorance of the foreign customs keeps him in
constant tribulations lest he should commit some blunders.

An essentially Japanese feeling of reluctance with which he
views every act or attempt indicating strict ‘devotion and
undivided attention to her, constitutes another hinderance to
his attainment of the western gallantry. It costs him a by no
means small effort, for instance, to offer her his arm to and
from a dining room or on street, even if he knew that such is
not only proper but a social etiquette due to her and therefore
obligatory upon him. The force of habit proves too strong
for the night of understanding. It is not in him that the life
of the company is to be looked for. If paucity characterizes
his ordinary remarks, still less is he given to jocular observa-
tions which are largely current on such an occasion and
enlivens it with merriments. If the understading father or
husband of the hostess approaches him on politics or other

weighty subjects, he is perfectly at home and experiences a
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feeling which a doomed would have on meeting a saint in the
environs of Pandemonium. He goes home with a commingled
feeling. He is pleased at the acquisition of a new idea but a
remembrance of the discomfort and uneasiness is hardly a
solace to him. He needs no second trial to conclude that
enjoyment had better be looked for eslesohere. Any further
invitation to a party is regarded not as a herald of a delightful
pastime but as a summons to a dread ordeal. A few more
experiences, however, often work a change in his conviction
and not infrequently convert him into a pleasant and agreeable
companion. Sometimes he becomes even a cynosure of the
once much dreaded blue-eyes at every social gathering,

whose sweet and charming glances are directed toward him,

whether induced by curiosity or attracted by his intrinsic merits.

January 2! Friday-

Diplomatic complications between Japan and China on the
Riu Kiu question have not come to an end and rumors are
current of a possible appeal to arms. The island or rather the
group of islands had assumed the character of a double
dependency to the two empires till within recent years when
Japan in the exercise of her just right, inaugurated a policy
of terminating the dubious nature of Riu Kiu's political

relations. In the year 1874, she sent a military expedition to

2O

Formosa or Tai-Wan to avenge inhuman massacres of the
some Riu Kiu sailors by the natives. China, contrary to a
previous understanding, interposed her claim of jurisdiction
over Tai-Wan and the diplomatic relations arising therefrom
resulted in a treaty by which China promised to pay an
indemnity for the maltreatment of the ‘Japanese subjects’ by
the Formosans. She was careful not to mention the Riu-
Kiuans and there was also another Japanese sailor ill-treated
by the natives, whose life, however, was spared But the
inference in that China virtually recognized Japan’s claim
over Riu-Kiu by this treaty. Since them, we have introduced
a series of changes into the internal administration of Riu
Kiu, which culminated in substituting Okinawa Ken to the
semi-independent Riu Kiu han. The last step irritated the
Chinese government who through its minister at Tokio
remonstrated against the arbitrary measure as it deemed it
such, claiming that Riu Kiu had from time immemorial been
a subject state to China and the Chinese government could
not view Japan’s course as anything but an injury to the
sovereignty of China as well as a violation of the treaty of
peace subsisting between the two empires. Its claim over Riu
Kiu dates from the time of the last or Min dynasty, when
some families were sent out to the island to enlighten the

islanders. The evidence produced to support further its claim
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is that the accession of every Riu-Kiuan King to the throne
has been confirmed by the Chinese emperor; that every
time a new emperor mounts the Chinese throne, a Riu-Kiuan
embassy has come to do him homage ; that Riu Kiu has used
the Chinese calender; and that she has been in habit of
paying tributes to China. Against those pleas of China are
set allegutions of Japan. Besides early evidence of her control
of the islands, such as the descent of a royal dynasty of the
islands from Minamoto Tametomo, she brings an undisputed
historical fact a subjagation of the islands by Shimatsu Iyehisa
lord of Satsuma, subsequent government tho’ but indirectly
by him and his successors uninterruptedly throughout the
Tokugawa period ; homage and tributes of Riu-Kiu stipulated
on solemn oath by the captive mem Shé Nei and his counse-
llors. Constitution of Riu-Kiu into a “han” and installation of
its King as a Kuwazoku ; and other acts showing indirect as
well as direct management of the local affairs by the Japanese
government. China’s claim of suzerainty over Riu-Kiu, as is
shown by her evidence, is merely formal, at best de jure. The
grounds advanced by Japan on the contrary are substantial
and little room is left for doubt of her actual control o«mn the
islands. Her night is de facto. The point gained by her in the
treaty following the Formosan expedition, is not brought into

discussion, doubtless to avoid irritation that would be felt by

China if discussed. Though inferential, it is a strong point.
When General Grant visited China Prince Kun (#%#F) laid

the subject before the distinguished traveller asking for him

mediation which he refused to make of course as improper

for a private citizen. The news of the interview first acquai-
nted Japan of China’s intention and our officials likewise
informed Grant of the Japanese side of the case, when he
afterwards visited our country. Grant counselled mutual
concession to be made and maintenance of peace and amity
between the two empires, lest a conflict between their baleful
European interference besides entailing upon them ordinary
evil consequences of a war. The peaceful and wise advise of
the American had a healthy effect upon our officials who
were not at all inclined to embark their nation on an impolitic
war. A similar effect was said to be produced upon the Chinese
government and the matter was understood to have been
dropped on both sides. But recently a rumor ran high about
possibility of war between the Asiatic empires and evidently
the question is not yet settled satisfactorily. It does not
require Grant to see the folly of appealing to arms, when
both of them should devote their entire msmwmw to internal
improvements which alone can raise their footings in the
international community ; when hawk eyes of the leading

European nations are closely watching an occasion to turn
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our or Chinese misfortunes to their own advantages. Nor
does it seem probable that those considerations escape the
eyes of Japan or China. Despite of the remor, occurrance of a
war is not probale, because Japan has no mind of risking her
arms for a cause which she considers as already won, and also
because China of all the nations least desirous of committing
herself to a war and of all times the present is a most disa-
dvantageous moment for her to enter into it. With the present
resources and military disciplines, she has enough to do in
the west (Karhgar) and cannot well afford to confront Japan
in the -east. It is a traditional policy of China to drag
diplomatic questions over a longest time possible and to come
to terms hastily when and only when the exasperated oppo-

nent offers to fight.

January 14tk Wednesday-

In the no. 11 received to-day Father gives an interesting
account of a cerebration of grandmother’s 80, birthday. The
company assembled embraced a brother and a sister, a son
and two daughters, nephews and nieces, grand nephews and
grandnieces, of Grandmother, besides a few of her intimate
friends and a few more who were eminently qualified to
entertain the whole assembly. Presents were made to her

from all the guests and Japanese sonnets congratulating her

w1

for the occasion were sent in by some of them. She is return
poured herself a cup of wine to each of them and made a
suitable gift (a handkerchief made to order purposely for the
happy occasion with her family badge dyed on it) to them as
well as to all the helps in the kitchin. According to the
account, the occasion was a very happy and merry one
throughout. The weather was exceedingly propitious and
after several rounds of cups the gray heads as well as the
unrazored lips, the soft hands as well as the ponderous feet,
indiscriminately participated in a general merritment and
each should a peculiar trait, either a dance or a song, tricks
or aught else. Father goes on to say that he did not remember
well what he did on the festive occasion but next day he felt
as if he had taken a long walk. A probale inference is that he
danced too much. Unlike in American every such occasion is
enlivened with wine in Japan. If one drinks beyond his

capacity and feels happy he does justice to the feast. If he

"under the influence overleaps the proper bounds in his

conduct, he is excused. By overleaping the proper bounds is
not meant a commission of morally gross acts, of course. If a
father is intoxicated under such a circumstance and indulges
in fooleries or levities, his children do not consider it as
unpardonable or unworthy of a paterfamilias. It is not looked

upon, nor does it in fact work, as an evil example to them. In
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short such acts are judged in the light of the occasion, not
from the stand point of morality. They die with the occasion
and their influence does not extend beyond it. Grandmother
is said to be as healthy as ever and no news is happier than
than this. Father wishes me to compose either a Chinese or a
Japanese sonnet commemorating the festival and to send it in
to her. It does not seem proper if not impolite to present her
with a gratulatory Chinese sonnet which she would not
understand. A Japanese sonnet is fitter to be sure, but is too
short altogether. To embody a pretty idea adroitly in the five
short lives or phrases, surpasses my skill, even if it does not
defy my attempt. On the other hand, it is hardly satisfactory to
say a commonplace in a barely poetic form with the termina-
tion “keri” or “nari”. My choice is driven to a longer form of
Japanese poems styled Naga-uta or ‘long poem’. My imagina-
tion or idea has never been expressed in that shape, nor are
the rules in regard to it known to me. But as nobody else but
my relations would see it, I made a maiden attempt to
compose one and the lame result of the trial is to be seen at
the end of this journal. The words marked o represent the
family names of those relations and relatives who were

present on the occasion.

January 18tk Sunday-

Nambu Kiugo, who had been in Pittsburg Pa. since the last
summer and came to Boston on the 13t was to leave for
New York to-morrow and thence for Germany in a short
time. Saito, Kurino, and myself, therefore, took a farewell
dinner with him at Obei’s or rather he gave us one, we being
poorer than he. He earned respectable wages while in Pittsbu-
rg working at an iron foundry, and was now better off than
we. Already Hasegawa is in Heidelberg Germany, having
secretly left this country last summer as the Mombushio
would not allow us to move from one country to an other.
Now Nambu is going to follow him, though he would
probably be in Berlin instead of Heidelberg. His movement is
for the same reason to be left in dark. As I still cling to the
hope of returning home by way of Europe and he expected
to be in London by the next summer, we parted as we said
“till July”, promising to meet in London by that month. His
departure gave occasion to a recollection of the better disa-
ppointment I experienced at the failure failure of our attempt
to obtain a permission from the Mombu to spend the last
two of the five years in England. The bitterness is enhanced
by a recent news communicated by Kawakami that Iriye and
Sagisaka had obtained or was about to obtain a permission

from the Mombu to pursue their study respectively in Germa-
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ny and Belgium. There is little doubt that our failure was
brought about largely by the weakness and stupidity of our
super intendent (so called), though it is idle to say that but
for his folly we might have succeeded in attaining our wish.
There has been too a change of opinion among the Mombu-
sho officials since Kuki’s return from the Paris exhibition. He
was fascinated by the deep learning and educational system of
Germany and it was doubtless owing to this accident largely
that Iriye and Sagisaka have been able to realize their desires.
Hamao in his recent letter to us, urged us to send in another
memorial repeating the same prayer. But as we have hardly
time enough left to reap any substantial benefit from the
removal, it is not likely that any of us should memorialize

the Mombu again on the subject.

January 192 Monday-

To my inquiry made a few days ago Miss Lila Green has
given a kindly answer. My inquiry was what would she as an
American give a grandmother 80 years old at the latter’s
birthday? She mentions as articles that would be fit gifts the
following ; “pair of gold-bowed spectacles, book of Psalm
with large type, quilted slippers of black satin, black silk or
satin apron trimmed with lace and ribbon, lace dress caps,

and a large number of fancy articles.” It was thought that

RE

grandmother would be delighted to have something of such a
kind as the Americans give their grandmothers on a similar
occasion and at the same time will be useful to her as a
Japanese lady. Of the list, book of psalm is of course out of
question ; the spectacles would be good if lanes fit to her
sight could be ascertained and set in the gold-bows, the
slippers besides being heavy in weight can be comparatively
of little use in a Japanese house ; the apron and the cap seem
most preferable and of the two the latter appears better as it
could be sent more easily being less bulky than the former.
But the Post office has lately established a rule not to send
anything by mail that is dutiable. Of all things lace is certainly
dutiable in either country. With great regret the matter is

dropped for the present.

January 252 Sunday-

The great distress Ireland has been suffering from is still
unabated, and cry for help reaches the American shores
constantly. The newspapers are full of doleful stories and
painful descriptions of the object miseries in which the fami-
ne-stricken people are groaning. Why all this? No doubt there
is more than one cause for it. The land law of Ireland is not
such as is conducive to the prosperity of the farmers nor for

the improvement of agriculture. The absentee lords who
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form a majority of the landowners leave whole management
in the hands of land agents. Those agents are largely men of
unscrupulous character or, to judge them more leniently, of
no capacity. Their sole aim is to take as much as possible out
of poor tenants” hands and little care they for Hmm betterment
of the lands. One remedy proposed by President Parnell of
the Land Law League of Ireland, who has been in this
country for some time to raise then ecessary fund, is to
convert the tenants into peasant proprietors. Conceding for
argument’s sake possibility of such a scheme, we may ask if
such a calamitous crisis as the present could for ever be
avoided by it? Shrewd observers and accurate thinkers seem
to answer negatively. Parnell’s remedy may effect a radical
cure, were the evil land law the sole cause. But such is
not the case. There are other causes even deeper and more
potent. While it is conceded on all the sides that the evil law
contributes largely to a periodical recurrence of the dread
famine, it is not certain whether part of the blame should
not be thrown on the people themselves. Their habitual
indolence and improvidence are alleged as a cause. Were they
frugal and thrifty, failure of a single crop would not reduce
them to such ov_.m& miseries, it is argued. Certainly it would
not. But this argument to be invulnerable should be supple-

mented and supported by a proof that they do not fare better

under a happier clime and a more favorable law. Where there
is no hope or assurance .that fruits of labor and economy
could be enjoyed, there is no motive or inducement to
industry and frugality. While it is certain that indolence
and improvidence bring about such a deep calamity, there is
a room for a doubt whether they themselves are not generated
by the bad state of the land law. The Irish in America and
Australia, for instance, are not proved incapable of thrift,

though they are inferior in this respect to the Germans and
the Scotts. But there is yvet another cause which seems to be
the most potent of all. It is an overpopulation of Ireland.

Statistics show that in Ireland particularly in the western part,
there are more people than the produce of soil can support.

Testimonies of the Irish themselves confirm the fact. Why do
they not emigrate then? There are thousands of acres in
Australia and other English possessions awaiting labor. Two
classes of men work hinderance. The Roman catholic priests,

who are paid according to population in their respective
districts, find it to their interest to keep the people in the
land when they were born, They spread dreadful tales of
fates that happen to emigrants among their igonorant flocks
and foster a pseudo-patriotism which attaches men to their
native land. Their efforts aer supplemented by the home-rule

agitators who stand in need of niggardly and discontented
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men to flock to their standard and argument the tumultous
army excited by their demagoguery, Those two sets of men
who always preteend to be, and whom the peple have some
reason to regard as, friends and guardians, act as a powerful
and effective check to all attempts for emigration. If any man
finds courage enough to utter truth, careless ignorance takes
little head of his voice. It is true that some men have come
o<m.~. from England to the United States to see if some
arrangements could not be made for immigration and settle-
ment, but the matter is carried no farther, The plan takes no

practical form. While emigration seems to be the best remedy

that can be found, it is also that it is not the only remedy.

Ireland certainly needs a better law and a better state of
agriculture. Men qualified to speak and therefore worthy of
confidence hold that the boys which abound in that country
could be successfully reclaimed with a little care and compa-
ratively small expenses. Others assert that sheep raising could
be profitably pursued. If the landlords are not so wealthy as
their brethren in England, yet they could not be so poor as
to be utterly unable to introduce any improvements. The
radical defect in the Irish land system seems to be a want of
contact between the landlord and the tenants thereby bree-
ding mutual estrangement and indifference. He puts as little

confidence in them as they in him and the gulf thus created

RK

only tends to be widened constantly, onaking a bad state of
affairs worse. Where there is no mutual confidence, there
could be no mutual interest. Absence of mutual interest
makes successful attempts to any improvement of land impo-
ssible. The tenants are poor and supply of actual wants keeps
him too busy to look for anything beyond it. Any improve-
ment of land or betterment of agriculture could not be
expected from them. Even if they had means, they would not
use it for the purpose, for they know full well that the fruits
of their care and labor they might thus bestow upon land,
would be seized by the evil-eyed iron handed land agents and
they would be too poorly paid for their efforts. If honest
induustly does not bring them legitimate profits, little ince-
ntive is there for them to any substeotial undertaking. The
landiord ought to cultivate more intimate acquaintance with
them and create fuller understanding between himself and
them. Then both will find interest in the improvements of
land and the imfrovements in turn will create deeper interest.
The English governmet has offered a loan at a law interest
on the condition that the money should be devoted to carry
on such improvements except those of buildings. This mea-
sure will, if wisely appreciaetd, do infinitely more good to
Ireland and its people than the dreamy plan of Parnell. The

Irish landlords would do wisely if they take advantage of the
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offer and take courage to introduce at once the much needed
improvements, looking, however, not for an immediate rea-
lization of profit but a permanent and substantial result. In
the meanwhile the actual distress is to be relieved, and
helping hands have not been wanting. The New York Herald
on this side of the Atlantic started a relief fund with $100, 000
offered by itself and the generous example being followed,
the sum soon augumented to double the amount. It will be
sent to Ireland. Many of the Irish landlords too have reduced

or remitted rents, if they have done nothing more.
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