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Good governance in the Philippines: impact on the political
and economic spheres and strategic relations with Japan

The Philippines, an archipelago straddling the strategic sea lanes between
the South China Sea and the Pacific Ocean, is one of Asia’s most vibrant
democracies and fastest growing economies. The sustained development
of the country contributes to East Asia regional stability and development.
In addition, many Japanese-affiliated companies are doing business in
the Philippines, and the country is the base of economic activities that are
important to the Japanese economy. Japan and the Philippines are bound
by shared values and maintain close economic relations. People-to-people
exchanges between the two countries are extensive. The lecture provides an
important look into recent key political and economic developments and trends
in the Philippines, as well as the state of its Strategic Partnership with Japan.
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Indonesia’s human resource development and future
relations with Japan

In recent years, Indonesia has realized political stability and favorable
economic growth. Indonesia is a core country among other ASEAN countries
with the greatest population and largest national land. The country holds
the world's largest Islam population and is located at a strategic point of an
important sea lane including the Strait of Malacca. The stability of the country
is indispensable for the stability and prosperity of Asia including Japan. In
addition, Indonesia has been a strategic partner with Japan based upon a
wide variety of long term private-level friendships. The lecture provides an
important look into the development of human resources in Indonesia and its
future relations with Japan.
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