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Light and Shadow of the Sky Tree

Kurokawa Mayu (JII i)
A junior at Chuo University Yokohama Yamate High School (Yokohama)

Hello, everyone. Today, I'd like to talk about “the Light and Shadow of the Sky Tree”. “The
Sky Tree” in Sumida-ku, Tokyo, soon to be completed, attracts much attention. Boasting a
height of 634m, it will be one of the world’s tallest. It’s equipped with a general energy saving
plan. For example, a large-capacity water tank, facilities which reduce electric consumption,
and so on. It is a great building which mixes old Japanese building structure, and the most
advanced techniques. However, did you know that there are problems behind the Sky Tree?

Trouble occurred. There was a demonstration parade by homeless people who load empty
cans on to carts. The front banners said “Collecting aluminum cans and newspapers is our
job.” And “Don’t take poor people’s jobs away by force.” The Sumida-ku by-laws were revised
as follows. ‘People other than specific traders are prohibited from carrying away empty cans
and newspapers. Violators will be charged by police or fined two hundred thousand yen. So,
the homeless who make their living by collecting resources had a sense of impending crisis
and held a demonstration.

I often see homeless people living in houses made of cardboard at Kannai Station on the hot
summer days and the cold winter days too.

I feel sad whenever I see them. Also, one day I saw a homeless person who was kneeling
and begging at Ishikawa-cho station on my way home from school. I wanted to do something,
but I thought “if he runs after me, and if he remembers me, what shall I do?” I became fearful.
After all, I couldn’t do anything, but I later regretted it.

Based on my research on the homeless, the proportion of those collecting resources is 87%,
and day laborers are 9%. I understand how important collecting resources is to their lives. I
understand that the number of the homeless has been rapidly increasing for the last decade.
Why doesn’t the number of homeless decrease? Because, for example, if there isn’t a guarantor,
they cannot live in an apartment. In addition, they can’t have anything to do with a placement
office if they don't have an address and so on. In other words, they can't work without
money.

I think it must never be the case that “when poverty comes in the door, love flies out of the
window.” Most importantly, it should be work to get an income. However, even work is not
possible if we don’t have money. Don’t you think that it is a strange society?

The Sky Tree makes full use of great technology. But behind it, I knew for the first
time there were suffering people. “Although I know collecting resources is an illegal act, the
homeless can’t help but do it.” This comment remained in my mind. I think we mustn’t take
the jobs of poor ‘homeless’ people. I think such laws were made by the people who couldn’t
understand the situation. The government should put people before urban development.

That is why I have a suggestion. Firstly, the government should give priority to preparing
an environment in which the homeless can live, and they should secure accommodation space
for the homeless at one corner of the Sky Tree. Also, they should provide food and clothing.
And, for example, the homeless could earn money by working as dustmen at the Sky Tree or
by engaging in various activities. When they become independent, they will return a part of
the reward to the government which supported them. Also, the government should enable
them to be able to do the work they want to.

I think after all, nothing was solved by just a policy. A strong bond with society and
the area is indispensable. According to the data, I understand people have impressions like
“the homeless are dirty and lazy.” Many people are indifferent to the homeless. But it is a
misunderstanding. I think the most important thing is a heart that is considerate to others
without looking down on them. If there is support from the government and each persons’
conscience, the Sky Tree will become a true Japanese symbol and be loved by everyone.

Thank you for listening.
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