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Nature and New Cultures

Tsunenori Suzuki

Do you like the town you live in? My answer is “yes”. I live in Nerima, and today I'd like to tell you

something about Nerima. I made a speech at the freshmen speech contest in June and I spoke about

my town, then. This time, I'd like to give you more information than the last speech. Perhaps, some

people know its name, Nerima, but may not have specific knowledge about it. If you don’t know well,
why don’t you learn about it today?

Nerima is one of the Tokyo’s 23 wards and located in the northwest. It has three good points. Firstly,
it is famous for agriculture. It has 342 hectares of farmland and is the largest in Tokyo’s 23 wards.
Have you ever heard the name of “Nerima Daikon”? Daikon is Japanese radish and Nerima Daikon
is one of the varieties of it born in Nerima. This Daikon has spicy and good taste, but nowadays, few
people produce Nerima Daikon because it requires hard work to raise. The main product of Nerima
is another vegetable, Cabbage. Forty percent of cabbage from Tokyo is produced in Nerima. There
are many vegetable farms near my house and I can buy good vegetables at low prices.

The second point is animations. The first length animation film in Japan was born in Nerima. Do
you know “ASTRO BOY”, “GALAXY EXPRESS 999" and “ONE PIECE”? All of these animations
were produced by a famous animation company in Nerima. These days, animations have become one
of the most remarkable economic resources of Nerima because a lot of animation fans visit the town.
For instance, if you arrive at Oizumigakuen, the nearest station to my house, you can see a statue
of “Shashou-san”. It is a character in the “GALAXY EXRESS 999” and many people visit this station
to see him.

The third point is Shakujii Park. Can you see beautiful wild birds near your house? Although this
park is located in Tokyo, you can see various birds and trees. Sometimes, I take my dog out for a
walk there and I always see people taking pictures of birds that you can’t usually see elsewhere
in Tokyo. For example, swans. Swans need a long distance for landing and as this park has a long
shaped pond, they use this park to land when winter comes.

Those are three good points about Nerima. But it also has some problems to solve. For instance,
measures against disasters are a serious problem. Nerima is a place with a number of residences,
and there are many areas filled with wooden houses. Those areas are easy to get burnt. Some people
say if an earthquake as big as the Great Kanto Earthquake of 1923 attacks Nerima, about 60% of its
land will be burnt and more than 300 thousand people become disaster victims. In order to avoid
such a disaster, Nerima prepares special areas for their refuge areas and organizes local groups for
smooth evacuating.

Nerima has some problems, but at the same time it has good points and that’s why I like it. In
my thought, Nerima is a place where both beautiful nature and new cultures live together. Have
I changed your impression of Nerima? If you happen to hear the name of Nerima next time,
please kindly remember this speech.
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