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For realizing equality

Kei Muraki

Good afternoon ladies and gentleman.

Do you think our society is sexually equal?

Indeed, our women can go to school, work and do things just like men, but
sexual discrimination is still there in Japan.

Today I'd like to talk about sexual discrimination in Japan.

On June 25, 2014, | was really shocked at a piece of news.

At the Tokyo Metropolitan Assembly, Miss Ayaka Shiomura of Your Party rose to question the issue of
increasingly delayed marriage and childbirth in Tokyo.

As she was doing so, other party men said sexually discriminating comments like “You should hurry and get
married yourself!” and “Hey, why don’t you give birth to a baby yourself!”

Shocked by the comments, she continued to question managing her wry smile.

After the session, she proved these comments were said by one of the Liberal Democratic Party members.
It is a shame that these comments were said in the official assembly and by a Liberal Democratic Party
member despite that Prime Minister Shinzo Abe vowed to make corporate Japan more women-friendly.
This news symbolizes Japan has sexual discrimination.

In the past, it was said “women are homemakers and men are to work outside”.

It was natural that women should do housework and child-raising.

Women have been encouraged to participate in society and do the same work as men since The Basic Law on
Gender Equality was constituted.

Many women are active in business, political place and global society.

Sexual discrimination, however, remains yet.

For example, in the law, age of marriage is different between male and female.

Although both men and women work outside, housework is still a job for women.

Company executives are mostly men yet.

Last year female politician in Japan was only 7.9%.

In addition they are discriminated as you can notice.

This is peculiar to Japan among developed countries.

What should we do then to solve the problem of sexual discrimination?

At first, we should transform current Japanese system into women-friendly system.

For example, if a baby is born, both men and women are forced to take child-care leave and can easily return
to work afterwards.

Then men become more cooperative to child care.

Another idea is to set a quota on the number of women in business and governmental organizations.
Female job opportunities will then increase and female opinions will be reflected.

Secondly, we should abandon the classic way of thinking that women have to keep the house.

All of us should recognize women and men are equal.

In conclusion, women and men are same human beings and it is natural that we should be given the same
rights.

We must not discriminate because of sex.

In 2020, the Olympic Games are going to be held in Tokyo.

By then, women and men need to make this country more comfortable, cooperating with each other.
Thank you for your kind attention.
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