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SOBMHAE—FIVTAMEE BREEHLZA

Madoka Saito

Is it easy for you to speak English?

For me it had NOT been EASY until I joined ESS.

After entering university I found many of my new friends
have been to foreign countries and they speak good English. I
was so depressed. I couldn’t speak it fluently or I couldn’t
even introduce myself. I didn’t have an English conversation
class when I was in junior high school and high school. I felt
ashamed of my poor English and I was afraid of speaking it in
front of many people because I wasn’t confident. I had never

thought of studying abroad.

One day in April, I knocked on the door of ESS. After I
took some lessons, I found ESS was interesting, informative
and intellectual. There were so many good senior students
who speak English very well. Then, one of the seniors
encouraged me to apply for a speech contest for freshmen in
June. He told me that it would be a good experience and
opportunity for my university life. I hadn’t made up my mind
to participate in it or not. In the end, I decided to join the
contest to change myself. Luckily, I could win the first prize
and I couldn’t believe it. What surprised me most was the
fact that many of my friends came to ask me, “Have you been
abroad many times or long time?” I said, “Never”. They were
surprised and said, “Really? Your pronunciation was so
good.” That made me very happy and gave me a little

confidence.

What made my pronunciation good, then? Was it English
conversation school? The answer is “No.” I ve never been to

any English conversation school. My first English teacher

%1 B EAGES

advised me, “Read your textbook aloud and you would be

good at English.” T always kept that in my mind and did so
every day. I realized the most important thing to learn
foreign languages is to read aloud and try to copy the real
pronunciation. Thanks to my experience of the speech
contest, I feel a little confident to speak English and now I'd

like to speak English more than ever.

I'm happy to find a good place to speak English. And in
addition, I can know other points of view from discussions and
learn different ways of expressions from the speeches of my
friends. It is very informative for me to know others’
opinions. They inspire me to make a greater effort. I could
make my English world wider and deeper by joining ESS.
Now there are many things I want to do in ESS. In the
sightseeing guide program I want to communicate with
foreigners in English and explain for them good points of
Japanese culture and history. In discussion meetings I want to
exchange opinions with friends and try to learn a broader
view of things. I will also make speeches in confidence in front

of many people.

Through these activities I'm sure I can make my university
life rich and full of excitement. By opening the door of ESS,
I have changed my life style from passive to active and from
negative to positive. I'm getting more and more interested in
English and now I'm eager to go abroad to study English. I'm

looking forward to opening other new doors by myself.
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