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Graduate becomes highest ranking priest
Shogen Kobayashi
High Priest of the Tendai sect of Buddhism, Chomeiji head priest

Near Tokyo's newest landmark, Tokyo Sky Tree, in Mukojima, Sumida Ward stands Tendai sect
temple Chomeiji. Head priest is Shogen Kobayashi (73), who embarked on this unique career after

studying Japanese literature at Chuo University before entering graduate school at Taisho University

in order to become a priest. Although he says he took a roundabout route to inherit his home of

Chomeiji, Kobayashi says his many life experiences came in useful in his Buddhist training. After

piling up much strict training, in June last year he was appointed to the highest rank in the Tendai

sect of High Priest.

Turning his back on a Buddhist junior high school

Wearing a priest’s stole and chanting a sutra leaves absolutely no image of CHUO. Even some

supporters of his temple don't know he is a Chuo graduate. [ More ]



