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APL is a member of the family of languages that are approaching middle age (Ken
Iverson’ s book titled “A Programming Language” was published in 1962). APL was very
influential in the 60’ s and 70’ s, and widely used to deliver “end user computing” — but although
the REPL, dynamic scope and lack of a type system endeared APL to domain experts, it also
drew fire from computer scientists, most famously when Edsger Dijkstra declared that “APL is
a mistake, carried through to perfection. It is the language of the future for the programming
techniques of the past it creates a new generation of coding bums.”

Dyalog is a modern, array—first, multi—-paradigm programming language, which supports
functional, object—oriented and imperative programming based on an APL language kernel.
Dyalog allows people with good ideas — from bright high school students to PhDs — to
contribute directly to the software development process using a notation which fits comfortably
with those used in their own domains. Subject matter experts can write prototypes or, with
suitable training and/or support, highly efficient, parallel and robust code that can be embedded
in high—performance production applications.
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