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Of the sixteen species belonging to the genus Anguilla that hold high economic value, the majority are currently classified
as either endangered or near threatened. Although a number of factors have been implicated in the decline of their
populations, particular attention has been directed towards the harvesting of juvenile eels (glass eels) for aquaculture
purposes. While glass eels are traded on a global scale, a substantial proportion of the trade is ultimately destined for East
Asia, including Japan. In order to contribute to the conservation of Anguilla species, the present study aimed to elucidate
the current patterns of eel consumption in East Asia. To this end, the research initially planned to conduct four types of
investigations within the region: analysis of international trade in eels, molecular identification of species in commercial eel
products, interviews with aquaculture facilities, and surveys on consumer awareness. In the course of the project, however,
the scope of the investigation was expanded beyond East Asia to encompass 11 countries and regions, including those in

Southeast Asia, Europe, North America, and Oceania.




