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(£3L) Trajectory of Support for Civilian Victims of Explosive Remnants of War and the Role of Civil Society in Korea
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(F£3L) Due to the Korean War and the ongoing tensions between North and South Korea, civilian victims of
anti-personnel landmines (APMs) and explosive remnants of war (ERW) have been continuously occurring in
South Korea. However, since the government has never officially acknowledged their existence, victims have not
been able to receive adequate compensation, and their existence has long been unrecognized by society at large.
Under these circumstances, South Korean civil society organizations have taken the lead in developing laws to
support the victims.

This study examines the efforts of South Korean civil society organizations, which became active with the
enactment of the Mine Ban Treaty (MBT), focusing on the areas of security and disarmament, analyzing the
relationship between the government and civil society, and examining the progress of APM/ERW clearance, which
is essential to mitigate the number of civilian victims. Regarding the first point, it became clear that even under
the security environment in which South Korea finds itself, the arguments of civil society for civilian
compensation from a humanitarian standpoint have a certain persuasive power, and as a result, led to a special
law to support landmine victims. With regard to the second point, the frequent change of government proved to
be decisive for civic groups in promoting policy dialogue. With regard to the third point, by analyzing the
background and process of the Landmine Clearance Act passed in January of this year, it became clear that the

efforts of a network of South Korean civil society organizations were the key.




