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The purpose of this research project is to clarify the basis of responsibility for product
liability based on comparative legal knowledge. Currently, in preparation for technological
innovation by artificial intelligence (AI) and the Internet of Things (IoT), a proposal by the
European Parliament in 2020 and a draft product liability directive in the fall of 2022 are
being presented, and major movements are being seen, led by the EU. On the other hand,
the basis of responsibility for product liability, which will be the first to respond to such
technological innovations, remains unclear. Looking at the development of the basis of
product liability in Germany and Austria after the 1985 Product Liability Directive, the
concept of product defects has been developed in the former in a way that is absorbed into
so-called social life obligations, and the difference from negligence liability is extremely
relative. Austrian law, on the other hand, takes a more objective view of the defective concept
of products and is conscious of its uniqueness.

Japan law is similar to the situation under German law, but an objective understanding
of responsibility can be considered as an approach to solve product accidents caused by Al
technology, which makes it difficult to conceive human behavior. We would like to summarize

and announce the results of the above issues at an early date.




