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The aim of this study is to examine the modernisation of time consciousness from a
historical perspective, using nineteenth-century Britain as a case study. The task was to
examine the process of establishing Greenwich Mean Time, which lies at the midpoint of the
modern concept of time. It examined how the 'time reform' aiming at the accuracy and
standardisation of time was promoted, and how the diffusion of Greenwich Time was
achieved through international discussions on the unification of the prime meridian. The
impact of the spread of standard time and time discipline was analysed, as astronomers'
ideas aiming at time accuracy and standardisation materialised. In particular, through the
analysis of various primary sources left behind by astronomers, this study has traced the
process by which new technologies and sciences devised for time standardisation spread
throughout the British society and the colonies. Specifically, the project focused on British
and colonial cities (Sydney, Melbourne, Bombay, Toronto, etc.) to empirically clarify the
background to the installation of time-telling technologies (public clocks, time balls, time
guns). Furthermore, the content of the discussions at the International Meridian Conference
of 1884 and the process by which its resolutions were accepted in various parts of the British
Empire were also elucidated through the reading of primary historical documents. The
results of these studies are considered to be of great significance as findings on the

modernisation of time-consciousness and the relationship between empire and science.




