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Bosnia has been under the Ottoman Empire rule for 500 years till the 19. century before
becoming a part of royal and socialist Yugoslavia. It has received Islamic law under the
Empire. After the occupation and annex by the Habsburg Monarchy it was forced to accept
Modern law. This process is similar to the acceptance of Modern law in premodern Taiwan
and Korean peninsula under Japanese administration.

This study focuses on the difference between the process of Modern law in Serbia and
Bosnia, which has been under the influence, respectively, of the Orthodox Church and
Islamic law.

The author analyzes mainly the problem of how the Habsburg Monarchy forced Bosnia
to accept Modern law and to what extent she succeeded in it. On the field of property and
contracts ABGB was applied ex facto, but on the field of family and inheritance law the
Sharia courts continued to apply Islamic law. The author examined the process by using
materials in Serbian, German or Hungarian and compared it to the acceptance of Modern
law in Taiwan during Japanese colonization for 50 years. It will lead to the productive result
to compare the situation of Bosnia and Taiwan which has common experience to introduce

Modern law in premodern society.




