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The German panel data (SOEP) is a large-scale, long-term time-series statistical survey that has been
conducted by the German Institute for Economic Research (DIW) in Berlin. The aim of this study is to use panel
data to analyze how the composition of social stratification in Germany has been changed over time.

The research plan includes a survey of research trends at research institutes in Germany, such as the DIW and
the IAB (Institute for Occupational Research on the Labour Market, Nuremberg), starting with a design concept
for the questionnaire, a tabulation plan based on the actual data set obtained, and the creation of variables and
their proxy indicators.

Using the research grant, I visited the above-mentioned institutes in Germany in November 2022 and March
2023, interviewed them about the latest research trends and collected relevant data.

In terms of statistical research theory, it became clear that close attention should be paid to the accuracy of
panel data, the examination of representativeness in the case of reampling, and the significance and limitations
of multiple cross analysis. On the other hand, it became clear that correlations with macro data for Germany as
a whole had to be taken into account when processing the panel data variables, such as occupation, income,
family structure and institutional use.

The hypothesis that occupation, income and employment status are the most important variables for
classifying social stratification was tested, and it was concluded that this hypothesis is valid for empirical
research on changes in the composition of social stratification. The above findings reveal new
possibilities for the future use of SOEP. (580 words)




