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(#30) As people migrate more and are “united” under a modern nation-state, many minority
languages have been lost worldwide. Many such languages are excluded from the curriculum of
a public education system organized by the nation-state, further marginalizing minority
languages and language groups. The purpose of the present study is to understand the actuality
and the purposes of Santhali language education in civil society, through the conceptual lens of
SDGs, particularly concerning quality education for all and justice and the sustainability of
minority cultures. Initially, I planned to conduct fieldwork in 2020-2021 (and 2022 too, as the
research period was extended): however, the COVID-19 pandemic did not allow me to do
fieldwork in India. Instead, I interviewed one of the informants by phone as follow-up research,
examined related literature, and reanalyzed data collected by 2018. The interview revealed that
indigenous language education had been expanded despite the pandemic, where more learners
participated. A surge of activism and awareness amongst indigenous groups, the independence
of states where many indigenous people reside, and political mainstreaming of minority groups,
and the institutionalization of indigenous culture and language education in universities might
have had positive impacts on the popularity of ethnic language education in civil society. In
addition, through literature research, I examined indigenous activism looking at (dis)continuity
of the status and representation of indigenous groups in the colonial and post-colonial eras. I
concluded that the Santhali language education and its mainstreaming is a “redefinition of
‘citizenship™ from the margin. I presented this research at the 5th Asian Consortium of South

Asian Studies in Korea on November 18, 2022, and will publish a paper in 2023.




