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The purpose of this research is to show the process of increasing demands for sewing
machines in the open port /colonial period in Korea (1876-1945), with focusing on the
production, distribution, and consumption of sewing machines.

The contents of this research are:

1) To determine the owning and spreading rate and the condition of the manufacturers and
suppliers of sewing machines.

This research discloses the export volume and sales strategy of Singer’s sewing
machines, which occupied the largest market share in Korea during the colonial period.
While Singer implemented the system of monthly installment payment as a part of global
selling strategies, this research reveals problems caused by this system and the process of
people’s adjustment to this system in Korea where they still lived in their traditional
culture.

Sewing machines made in Japan: During the war time, sewing machines made in Japan
such as Janome were imported to Korea as well. This research analyzes and compares the
different and common points of sales strategy between Singer and Janome during this
period.

Sewing machines made in Korea: This research also shows the condition of sewing
machines made in Korea which were distributed at the end of Japanese colonial period.

2) Locating underlying factors spreading demands for sewing machines: Comparing
between Japan and Korea

Impact of Differences of Costume Culture between Japan and Korea: Traditional clothes in
Korea, in contrast to those in Japan, were able to be produced by means of sewing
machines. In other words, the clothes had characteristics suiting to modern rationality
embodied within machines. Whereas the penetration of Western style clothes was essential
for the expanded use of sewing machines in Japan, this research discusses that this cultural
factor influenced the demand of sewing machines in the Korean Peninsula.

Key players popularizing sewing machines:

In case of Japan, dressmaking schools and sewing machine teachers (a type of
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career women) took important roles of spreading sewing machines. Nevertheless, this
research shows that in Korea, the primary roles were taken by sewing machine seminars
for housewives between 1920 and 1937 held by women’s association, newspaper companies,
Christian youth associations, and nationalist groups such as Kinyu-kai under the slogan of
“rationalizing lifestyles” or “mothers should make their children’s clothes.” This research
focuses on the roles of those seminars held by nationalist newspapers.






