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This study will consider the role of the British colonial observatory in time standardization.

The construction of the colonial observatory continued throughout the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries. In the British colonies, each observatory served as a base for practical
research, and public clocks and time signals were intensively installed in each city to
transmit time with high accuracy. In this study, we will conduct an in-depth analysis of the
observatories in Sydney, Cape Colony and Bombay, which have been particularly active in
time reform. This work reveals that the British astronomical network promoted time
standardization and accuracy in the colonies and contributed to colonial rule through the

dissemination of time discipline.
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