Preface

This is the twenty-eighth issue of Chuo Daigaku Shi Siryoshu (Historical Materials of Chuo
University) and the fifth issue which featured materials related to Takeo Kikuchi, first President of Chuo
University. He is the first Japanese graduate of Boston University School of Law. The letters and diaries
he wrote while he was staying in Boston were published in Issue 4 (1989} and Issue 6 (1990). The
University Archives Section had also collected Kikuchi's student notebooks and once planned to publish
thetr transcriptions. It was realized, however, that the notebooks would require more extensive editorial
preparation than do his English diaries because he omitted and abbreviated some words when he took
notes in class as a student. Although most of them are “fair copy” notebooks for future reference, the

project of transcribing and publishing them was halted. Kikuchi's notebooks were, for a time, forgotten.

In 2010 Chuo University held an international conference celebrating its 125th anniversary. Chuo
University invited Professor David J. Seipp, Boston University School of Law, as a keynote speaker and
asked him to talk about what Boston University was like when Kikuchi was a student ("Legal Education
for Export: Takeo Kikuchi's Boston University,” in Future of Comparative Study in Law, 2012). I had the
privilege of serving as a panelist with Professor Seipp at a session and of showing him to the Archives
Section the day after the symposium. I remember that he was delighted when he saw the beautifuily
handwritten notebooks. He met not only Kikuchi-sensei but also BU instructors through Kikuchi's
notebooks. He says that Boston University has no records as early as these about what was taught at its
School of Law and how it was taught. Professor Seipp found the lectures of Nicolas St. John Green
especially interesting and offered us to correct the transcripts and make annotations indicating the cases
and treatises that Kikuchi cited. In fact, Professor Seipp would have to re-type everything. He wanted to
represent every single line as precisely as possible according to the way Kikuchi had written it. With his
laborious and scholarly efforts, we can now read and appreciate the notebooks which are the important
parts of the history of the two universities. On behalf of Senmon linkai (Chuo University Archives
Committee Task Force), 1 should like to thank Professor Seipp who transcribed, edited, annotated and

gave an introduction to Kikuchi's notebooks.

Tatsuya Kitai
December 2016
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