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Social media platforms will be expected to seek out and shut ( A ) the accounts of underage users in
Australia, and use "multi-layered" checks to prevent children under 16 from signing back up, to comply with an
impending teen social media ban, official guidelines released Tuesday show,

The companies will not be required to verify every Australian user's age, though they must take "reasonable steps"
to ensure compliance or face penalties of up to 49.5 million Australian dollars ($33 millien). The ban — intended to
prevent harm to young users — takes effect on Dec. 10 and willapply ( B ) some of the largest tech companies in the
world including Meta, owner of Facebook and Instagram, TikTok, Snapchat, X, and Alphabet, whose YouTube video
sharing service is subject to the ban after a previous exemption was revoked. The 52-page document provides further
details on the government's requirements of its world-first ban of children under 16 from the services.

Advocates and political parties pushed the law as a necessary measure to protect young Australians from the mental
and psychological distress that canresult {( C ) excessive social media use.

The guidelines don't prescribe specific technologies or approaches to keep kids ( D ), but say platforms should
offer users a "choice between a range of age assurance methods." Platforms won't be required to verify the ages of all
users, with blanket verification deemed "unreasonable." Communications Minister Anika Wells said platforms must
follow the law in a way that's "effective, private and fair" and that they have "no excuse" for not being ready. She said
they must inform users about how the systems work, protect privacy and minimize the collection of data. "We know the

platforms have the capability to do this -- these are some of the biggest and best-resourced companies in the world,” said

Wells. "We will always keep backing Australian families and keeping Australian kids safe. _(#) We cannot control the
ocean, but we can p_ol-ice the sharks, and today, we are making clear to the rest of the world how we intend to do this."

Adrian Lawrence, a partner at the law firm Baker McKenzie specializing in digital law, said the guidelines
suggest the regulator could be seeking to engage one-cn-one with platforms by providing clear guidance before
undertaking any punitive measures. "I think that's the likely outcome: investigation, dialogue and then if there are still
things that that provider is not doing that eSafety thinks they should be doing, then that they would move it to formal
enforcement," he said.

Australia's eSafety Commissioner Julie Inman Gra;]t said companies' first focus should be on deactivating or
removing underage accounts when the law comes into effect. They must provide a reporting option to flag underage
accounts, as well as avenues for suspended users to have the decision reviewed. She said _(v%) the body recognized
that people would try to circumvent the ban. "We put very specific technical information on how we expect that to
happen, but what we also expect the companies to do to mitigate these risks, and when necessary, reverify the ages of

users who may be using VPNs."
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The guidelines acknowledge there's no "one-size-fits-all solution” and encourages providers to adopt a
"multi-layered waterfall" apprbach to age assurance, also called "successive validation." The document describes three
methods: age estimation, the analysis of physical features like facial recognition; age inference, using a range of
information, such as activity on the site, to estimate a likely age; and age verification based upon an authoritative source,
such as a government-issued ID.

However, platforms cannot rely salely { E ) government-issued identification and must provide alternatives that
don't require th;am. They also cannot merely accept users' own dec!arations of their age followed by a period of
monitoring their activity on the platform. "Measures that require end-users to engage with a platform for an extended
period of time, including to collect sufficient data to assess their age, would allow age-restricted users to be exposed to
the harms that the SMMA seeks to address," it reads, using the acronym for the legislation, whose official name is the
Social Media Minimum Age Law.

Higher-risk platforms will also have to demonstrate more robust systems and will come under increased scrutiny.
The platforms deemed "higher risk" are those that have high numbers of under-16 users and use algorithmic content

recommendation, while also featuring "likes" and persistently sénding users notifications.

H : "Australia Releases Guidelines for World-1st Under-16 Social Media Ban." Nikkei Asia, September 16, 2025,
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1. Accordihg to the Social Media Minimum Age Law (SMMA) described in the passage, who are considered underage
users?

A: People under 14 years old

B: People under 16 years old

C: People under 18 years old

D: People under 20 years old

2. Which of the following statements about the law is TRUE?
A: Companies must verify the age of every user in Australia.
B: The law applies to only Australian-owned social media platform companies.
C: Australia followed the example of a similar law in the U.S.

D: Platforms must take reasonable steps to ensure compliance.

3. According to Adrian Lawrence, what is the regulator most likely to do before imposing penalties on social media
platforms?

A: Require all companies to submit weekly compliance reports

B: Immediately fine companies that viclate the law

C: Suspend the operations of noncompliant platforms

D: Engage in investigation and dialogue before formal enforcement
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4. According to Julie Inman Grant, what should companies prioritize when the law takes effect?
A: Creating new social media features for teenagers
B: Deactivating or removing underage accounts
C: Expanding their aigorithmic recommendation systems
D: Partnering with VPN providers

5. Which of the following methods is NOT part of the “multi-layered waterfall” approach to age assurance?
A: A combination of several validation methods
B: Age estimation using facial recognition
C: Verification through government-issued ID only
D: Age inference from user activity

6. Which platforms are considered “higher-risk” under the guidelines?
A: Platforms that use algorithmijc content recommendations and attract under-16 users
B: Messaging services with limited user interaction '
C: Government-approved educational platforms
D: Those with few users and no algorithmic systems
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B 1. The spectators were ( ) to see the runner’s final sprint.

A: excited B: to excite C: excite D: exciting
ff12.  Our parents have good memories and often talk about the places ( ) they visited on their
honeymoon.

A: those B: which C: when D: where

M3, ( ) we have no other option, we have to use this product.
A: Before B. Even though C. Since D. Unless

mid4. ( } the next generation of artists, that artist offers a free painting class every week.
A: Nurtured B: Being nurtured C: The nurturing of  D: To nurture
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il 5.  The more we read, ( ) we are able to obtain.
A it is more information B: more information that C: the more information that is
D: the more information

f16. Iplanto( )} my father’s restaurant, after graduating from university.
A: take after B: take in C: take over D: take to

M - KOXEOQZH( 1 ) ~( 6 NAIRLEUREEZTOEHENLGREY, TRENDOEEHRE
FiRIcEx72 X, L. ALHOR 2@ES Z L3 TE %A, ERERICEIAELTLEENTHET,

(18 /)

The first closing of an Apple Store in mainland China hints at broader troubles facing the country’s shopping malls as
( 1 } open more of them despite a glut.
There’s nothing China can’t make in abundance and often in excess — even shopping malls.
Across the United States, one 2 ) six shopping malls has closed since the sector peaked in 2013. But China
has been on a frenetic construction boom, ( 3 ) its number of malls doubling since 2013 to 6,700.
Many retailers in China are now feeling the ( 4 ) of that overbuilding. While some Chinese malls are
( 5 ) others are withering from lack of customer traffic.
Apple this month closed its store in the InTime City mall in Dalian, a port city in northeastern ‘China. It was a first for
Apple in the country, where the tech giant operates dozens of retail locations. Apple’s second store in Dalian, at the

Olympia 66 mall just 1.6 miles away, has remained open and even taken on  ( 6 ) from the defunct store.

H L : “America Closed Malls, but China Kept Building Them. Now It Has Too Many.” New York Times, August 31,
2025. | .
S ¢ (o) 2025 The New York Times Company
(F&#E]
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