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Data centers in Japan are being constructed in proximity to major cities for convenient access to
consumer markets. This decentralization has been shown to alleviate economic concentration in
Tokyo, while providing local governments with the opportunity to increase tax revenue. Not
surprisingly, this trend has also raised discussions regarding environmental impacts, information
security, and disaster risk mitigation.

Several concerns in particular have raised community attention. One is substantial consumption of
electricity and fresh water leading to negative environmental impacts. Another problem is the lack of
legal classification of data center buildings in Japan. The potential exists for their construction in
residential areas, thereby giving rise to physical and social impacts on local residents that are
frequently undesirable. Consequently, there have been instances where residents near planned data
centers have voiced their opposition.

Considering the projected surge in generative Al utilization, the construction of data centers has
become imperative. In addition, recognizing that local governments often face financial constraints
during periods of economic decline, efforts to attract the tax revenue of new data centers is a logical
course of action. However, it is also crucial for local communities to prioritize the safety and well-
being of residents.

Therefore, | think community discussions should persist until local governments and residents
reach mutually acceptable agreements on overall community planning and design, including approval
of data center construction. While the implementation of countermeasures to manage electricity and
freshwater consumption cannot be solved immediately, the legal status of data centers should be
the subject of expeditious Diet discussion and their status defined by law. Above all, in order to
mitigate potential concerns among local residents, it is imperative to exercise caution and refrain

from initiating construction in residential areas or their immediate vicinity. (287 words)
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