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I . Fill in the blanks with the most appropriate words or phrases from the options. Write the letter (A, B, C,
or D) corresponding to your choice on the answer sheet.

(1) Mika is responsible coordinating the annual conference.
(A) to, B)for, (C)of, (D) with

(2) The committee approved the budget, the agency’s recent performance metrics.
(A) in light of, (B) due, (C) despite of, (D) owing

(3) Had the board the auditor’s concerns sooner, the lawsuit could have been averted.
(A) downplayed, (B) heeded, (C) diluted, (D) deferred

(4) The new brochure contains several errors that make the brand look unprofessional.

(A) impractical, (B) complimentary, (C) ungrammatical, (D) typographical

(5) Demand tends to as summer ends.
(A) wrap up, (B) shut off, (C) taper off, (D) break down

(6) After her internship, she accepted a position Nintendo.
(A) on, (B)with, (C)to, (D)by

(7) Thanks for your inquiry. Our team will you by Friday.
(A) revert, (B)talk, (C)respondat, (D) follow up with

(8) Internal disputes can be damaging, when departments compete for limited
resources.

(A) specially, (B) exactingly, (C) particularly, (D) uniquely

(9) Costs kept rising; , the project was postponed.
(A) as aresult, (B) thereby, (C) despite this, (D) meanwhile

(10) Some argue that automation will make work meaningless; , it often shifts tasks
toward more creative roles.
(A) however, (B)in contrastto, (C)aswellas, (D) likewise

II. Read the following article and answer the questions below.

Rice has played a central role in Japanese life for more than two thousand years. It is believed
that rice (1) was introduced from the Asian continent around the Yayoi period, about 2,300
years ago. Migrants from the regions of present-day China and Korea introduced both rice seeds and
the (2) methods of paddy cultivation. These agricultural practices took root rapidly across
the Japanese archipelago, as the country’s humid climate and abundant rainfall provided ideal
conditions for their adoption. From that time on, rice became more than just a crop. It turned into the
3 of agriculture, economy, and culture in Japan.

Throughout Japan’s long history, rice was also deeply connected with politics and taxation.
For centuries, there was a system called “nengu,” in which farmers paid their taxes with rice. Local
rulers collected rice from the people as a symbol of loyalty and as a practical way to store wealth. The

amount of rice a domain could produce, measured in units called “koku,” was used to (4)




the power of that region. In this way, rice was not only food but also a measure of economic strength
and authority. Castles, towns, and even armies depended on this flow of rice as tax.

In modern Japan, society has changed greatly, but rice is still the traditional staple food, eaten
daily in many forms, such as, steamed rice, sushi, and rice balls. People continue to eat rice daily in
many forms, such as plain steamed rice, sushi, rice balls, and more. However, the amount of rice
consumed per person has declined (5) recent decades, because diets have become more
varied and bread and noodles are now common. At the same time, the issue of self-sufficiency has
become important. Japan produces much of its own rice, but the overall food self-sufficiency rate is
low. For this reason, rice remains a symbol of cultural identity and a key topic in discussions of

national food security.

Q1. Fill in the blanks with the most appropriate word from each option. Write the letter (A, B, C, or D)
corresponding to your choice on the answer sheet.

(1) (A) calculation, (B) consultation, (C)culmination, (D) cultivation
(2) (A) enthusiastic, (B) sophisticated, (C) advanced, (D) colonized

(3) (A) cornerstone, (B) contamination, (C) coincidence, (D) constraint
(4) (A) enlighten, (B) entertain, (C) eliminate, (D) estimate

(5) (A) across, (B) among, (C)over, (D) through

Q2. In the following True—False statements, choose the correct answer from the passage. Write the letter (T)
or (F) corresponding to your choice on the answer sheet.

(1) Rice spread quickly across the Japanese islands mainly because the techniques of wet-field

farming suited the country’s climate.
(T) True, (F) False

(2) The “nengu” system showed not only loyalty to local rulers but also functioned as a way to store

economic wealth.
(T) True, (F) False

(3) In premodern Japan, rice was seen only as food, while money and land measured political power.
(T) True, (F) False

(4) Although modern diets in Japan have diversified, rice continues to be regarded as the traditional
staple food.
(T) True, (F) False

(5) According to the passage, Japan is fully self-sufficient in rice and has no food security concerns.
(T) True, (F) False

IIl. Take a position on the following statement. For the purpose of this question, you must either agree or disagree.

(90-100 words in English)

Social media apps should display health-related warnings about heavy use and teen mental health.




IV. Read the following article and answer the questions.

In Australia, the Donation Dollar is a one-dollar coin for everyday use that carries a quiet
invitation to give. It looks and feels like any other coin, but with a green center and the words
“Donation Dollar Give to help others,” it turns the moment of receiving change into a small pause for
generosity.

The coin is legal tender, so it can buy a coffee or a bus ticket, yet its best use is to be passed
on to a charity box, a community fundraiser, or someone who needs help. The idea is simple. Put
enough of these coins into circulation that most people will encounter one during everyday shopping.
Because coins can remain in use for many years, a single piece can prompt many small acts as it
moves from hand to hand. Even the wear pattern supports the story, as the color scuffs and delicate
ripples appear, symbolizing how a small gift can spread outward through a community.

The coin works because it restores a tactile moment that has faded in a more digital economy.
You do not need an app, an account, or a form. You only need a coin and a clear place to give it. Parents
can hand a Donation Dollar to a child and start a simple conversation about helping others. Teachers
can build short projects in which a class collects coins for a single purpose, such as books for a library
or meals for a shelter, and then shares the result. Shops and cafes can place a small sign at the register
that says Drop your Donation Dollar here, while community banks and post offices can pool the coins
and show a local total on a counter card. Local groups can use the coin as a friendly talking point in
posters, newsletters, and seasonal appeals. The goal is not to replace larger or recurring gifts. It is to
make small acts of generosity feel normal again in places where cash still changes hands. In this way,
the coin becomes a habit anchor. It creates a brief pause in a routine moment and turns a good
intention into a quick and simple action.

There are limits. Not everyone recognizes the coin, and some keep it as a curiosity. Cashless
payments reduce the frequency of coin transactions, and counting and banking coins costs time and
money for charities. A small gift can also give a sense of being done, which may reduce interest in
larger support. These issues can be eased with clear messages about impact and by pairing coin

prompts with simple tap-to-give options, so the cue remains strong even when no coin is in the till.

(1) Translate the underlying part in Japanese.
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