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The history of Nicaraguan Sign Language is a fascinating example of how a language can develop 
naturally in a community.  

Before the 1970s, deaf individuals in Nicaragua had limited (1) __________ for communication. 
There was no established sign language, and deaf people relied on simple home signs, gestures, and (2) 
__________ communication methods developed within their families. These home signs were not 
standardized and varied from household to household. 

The story of Nicaraguan Sign Language begins in the late 1970s. The Sandinista government in 



Nicaragua, which came to power in 1979, (3) __________ educational reforms, including establishing 
special education programs for deaf children. In 1977, the first school for deaf children was established 
in the capital, Managua.  

A remarkable process began when these children, who had been using their own home signs, were 
brought together in the same environment. Instead of (4) __________ using their home signs, the children 
began developing a new form of communication. As they interacted, a more complex and structured form 
of signing (5) __________. This was the beginning of what would become Nicaraguan Sign Language. 

As more and more deaf children entered the school, the sign language continued to evolve. The 
first generation of students developed a basic communication system, but the younger children, who 
joined the school in the early 1980s, transformed this into a fully-fledged language.  

These younger children were not just imitating the older ones but expanding the system, adding 
grammatical structures, and creating more (6) __________ ways to express concepts. Linguists who 
studied this phenomenon, like Judy Kegl, noticed that the younger signers were responsible for much of 

 
Nicaraguan Sign Language attracted international attention in the 1990s because it provided 

linguists with a unique opportunity to observe the birth and (7) __________ of a new language. It became 
a significant case study in understanding how languages develop and evolve.  

Researchers, including Judy Kegl and Ann Senghas, studied ISN (8) __________ to understand 
how linguistic structures start and how children can create and develop a language from relatively limited 
input. Their studies showed that the youngest children were driving the development of ISN, adding 

elements like (9) __________ word order and complex grammar. 
Today, ISN is a fully developed sign language with its own grammar, distinct from other sign 

languages like American Sign Language (ASL). The Nicaraguan deaf community uses it and continues to 
develop as younger generations add new elements and vocabulary. 

The creation of Nicaraguan Sign Language is often cited as a powerful example of human 

linguistic ability, demonstrating how language can (10) __________ develop in a community given the right 
social conditions. 

 
 

 
 
(1) A. epidemics,   B. opportunities,    C. prosperities,    D. coincidences 
 
(2) A. incentive,   B. permanent,  C. rudimentary,  D. inevitable 
 
(3) A. implemented,  B. summoned,  C. impeached,   D. surrendered 
 
(4) A. feebly,   B. multiply,  C. firmly,  D. merely 

 
(5) A. endorsed,  B. engaged,  C. enhanced,  D. emerged 
 
(6) A. sophisticated,  B. reminiscent,  C. primitive,  D. nostalgic  
 

(7) A. stereotype,  B. evolution,  C. deficiency,  D. mortality 
 
(8) A. extensively,  B. shallowly, C. deliberately,  D. desperately 
 
(9) A. universal,  B. obligatory,  C. consistent,  D. inaccurate 

 
(10) A. approximately,  B. irresponsibly,  C. unexpectedly,  D. spontaneously 

 



 

 
 

(11) Prior to the 1970s, communication methods of deaf people in Nicaragua had developed within 
the deaf schools.  

(A) True    (B) False 
 

(12) The Sandinista government in Nicaragua, which came to power in 1979, established an 
education program for language teachers in Manuagua.  

(A) True    (B) False 
 

(13) Judy Kegl and Ann Senghas found that young signers were responsible for much of the 
  

(A) True    (B) False 

 
(14) Current ISN is a fully developed sign language with its grammar and is similar to other signs 

such as American Sign Language (ASL).  
(A) True    (B) False 

 

(15) By learning the example of Nicaraguan Sign Language, we can learn how human languages 
came into being.  

(A) True    (B) False 
 

(90-100 words in English)  

 

 

 

 
 

One of the great things about Christmas is that nobody wants to consult an economist over 
the season. Unlike those who staff the health and caring services or the emergency services such as 
the ESB, the world gets on fine for a fortnight on economic autopilot. 

A 1993 study in the American Economic Review was based on asking a small number of economics 

students to estimate the cost of the Christmas presents they received and compare it to what they 

hugely value what they had received and, on average, would have valued their presents below what 
the giver had paid. The more significant the age gap between the donor and the recipient, the more 

 
    Based on this small and rather unusual survey, the author concluded that there was what 

-giving, measured as the 
difference between the cost of presents and the value of presents to the recipient. With total sales of 
presents in the US in the early 1990s of $40 billion, the author estimated that Christmas presents 

 
The paper concluded that everyone would be much better off if people just gave money instead of 
presents. Perhaps so, but I feel the paper really missed the point about giving and receiving presents. 

If the metric of commercial value were appropriate to measuring the welfare effects of giving 
Christmas presents, Santa Claus would be a loser. The element of surprise and the appreciation 
shown for what may be small items in a Christmas stocking suggests that children (and adults) have 



a different point of view. Some of the most appreciated gifts will have little or no monetary value. 
Present giving has other useful advantages. Children, at a reasonably early age, learn diplomatic 

expressing appreciation for a well-meant, even if poorly targeted gesture  a lesson that has lasting 
value. 

 Translate the underlying part in Japanese.

(2) 180-200

出典表記：The economics of Christmas: Why Santa Claus could be on to a 
loser by John FitzGerald, The Irish Times, December 23, 2016
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