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[l. Nowadays, speaking—especially speaking loudly—is considered a virtue. Eloquent self-
promotion is required in job hunting, and classes focusing on oral presentations are very popular in
higher education. Our current society places more emphasis on speaking than ever before. However,
this should not be the case. What truly matters is listening. Listening to voices that will otherwise
fade away, and preserving their words in writing. There have been times and places where written
records or even keeping diaries was thoroughly suppressed by authoritarian rulers. With this in mind,
we can say that listening to the voices of others and writing down what they have to say is essential

in creating a free society.
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