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[I] Food Bank Kanagawa is on the front lines of reducing food loss and waste by helping those in
need: Based in Yokohama’s Kanazawa Ward, the nonprofit was established in 2018 through a
partnership of 12 organizations including consumer-cooperative-affiliated grocery delivery services,
the prefectural branch of *the Japanese Trade Union Confederation, and the Yokohama YMCA.
Working with food manuifacturers and local citizens, it strives to salvage wholesome, edible surplus
food and redirect it to disadvantaged residents.

[II] Inits first year, the food bank recovered 46 tons of food, a drop in the bucket compared to the
amount Japan wastes annually. It steadily increased this number, with an unexpected boost coming
from the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic. Society going into lockdown produced over-abundant food
items, everything from single-serve milk drink boxes for school lunches (A ) high-end ingredients
used at restaurants or hotel kitchens. Amid this surplus, Food Bank Kanagawa in 2022 salvaged 350
tons of food, seven times what it recovered in its first year of operation.

[I] However, Food Bank Kanagawa’s director Fujita Makoto insists that the amount is still ( B )
close to being enough. “We can’t keep up with ballooning demand,” he declares. Fujita explains that
the three years of the pandemic have pushed more vulnerable people into poverty, particularly part-
time and irregular workers, who have seen their incomes shrink as businesses scaled back their
operations. Inflation has added to the dilemma, with a steady rise in prices for daily necessities since
2022 forcing more and more people to turn to the food bank for help.

[IV] Fujita points out that demand for rice, a staple of the Japanese diet, has increased sharply. In
2022, food companies and households donated 120 tons of the grain, which although a significant
amount was still below what the food bank needed. To make up the shortfall, the organization had
to dig into its own *coffers, spending more than half of the ¥20 million in financial support received
from governmental and other sources to procure rice and other food items.

[V] The cooperation of major donors like food companies is ( C ) to the food bank keeping up with
the demand of its users. Manufacturers that started partnering with Food Bank Kanagawa in 2022
include Maruha Nichiro, a seafood firm that donates boxes of frozen foods damaged in transit, and
Yamazaki Baking, a bread maker. that contributes around 100 loaves a day. Fujita has high
expectations that other manufacturers will follow their examples and support the organization’s
efforts.

[VIl Maruha Nichiro's support of the food bank is part of its medium-term management goal of
cutting food loss by half over a 10-year period to 2030. Shimura Haruka of the firm’s corporate
planning department sustainability group says that tackling food lossis ( D ) mounting importance
from a social and environmental perspective, while also making sense from a business standpoint.
“Investors are putting greater weight on initiatives for achieving the UN Sustainable Development
Goals and similar objectives,” she says: “This *dovetails nicely with the company’s efforts to fight
waste.”

[VI] Fujita sees fostering partnerships with food companies as a “win-win situation” for everyone
involved. Shimura echoes this sentiment, saying that donating items deemed unsuitable for sale
plays an important role in reducing food loss. However, she stresses that to achieve a broader solution
to the issue, the government must work with manufacturers, distributors, and retailers to reach a
consensus on the handling of damaged goods, including allowing salvageable items to be sold.
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1. He looks after his older mother.
(1) cares (2) hates (3) likes (4) resembles

2. The three colors of the French national flag stand for “liberty, equality and fraternity.”
(1) endure (2) draw (3) represent (4) admire

3. Car exports have yielded significant profits for Japan.
(1) generated (2) reduced (3) doubled (4) reserved

4. We want you to know how. grateful we are for your kindness.
(1) careful ~ (2) thankful (3) generous (4) thoughtful

5. Egoist as he was, his parents loved him.
(1) Because he was egoist  (2) As he was not egoist
(3) However he was egoist  (4) Although he was egoist

IV ROEOHESDTIHEINZELLS  ERLRERE 2T DI0, ZHICABE L BETREDE . (1)~
(4) DFENSEFNFN—DF 0B, ZOBE 4 REFIZTALARI, (2x5=10 &)

1. The jackets ( ) only $40 when you purchase it by cash.
(1) pays (2) costs (3)sells  (4) buys

2. We asked a young man ( ) a machine what he was doing.
(1) operate (2)to operate  (3) operated  (4) operating

3..Write down your password ( ) you should forget it.
(1unless  (2) sothat (3)in order that (4) in case

4. I want to know the result, and the ( ) the better.
(1) earlier (2) faster (3) sooner  (4) more quickly

5. What is it ( ) being selected for the national volleyball team?
(1) like (2 in (3) as (4) to




2024 FEERFFE
BABSARRR. BIBELSHIALRR
X E FBERE N § )

V'%@%EKXZ&EEU%%K&&&ﬂ;ﬁb:W@%@%ﬁNgifﬁié%mﬁﬁéxibb:W
T 3 BHLOBRIIRDENEEY, TOE S+ MEAMIIEALLY, 08, IR HESE L=
SIEE->TVET, (4x5=20 &)

L FNITCITRRIIE L2720 ZXTIRBFHRADRY 215>TV Ve,
I immediately headed back to Tokyo, where Yoko (1. to 2. for 3. waiting 4. me
5.was 6. return). :

2. BEDE I 2O DBHBIZE < HBRDOVLEDTIEAN RN,
Many customers said that the (1. was 2. explanation 3. satisfactory 4. than
5. company’s 6. less ).

3. TOIIRBUCRINC, HORN R DIFR Y PORESR S,
(1. became 2.it 3.that 4.birth 5.was 6. Maria’s )his salvation during such tough times.

4. RIZFEETONLDOTEEXNTVS, _
‘Heis(1.what 2.for 38.he = 4. doing 5.says 6. respected ) he will.

5. RETIX, KENBMEOEEOBEY B%T->T 5,

At home, women ( 1. twice 2. work 3.do 4.as 5. unpaid 6. much) as men.
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Hift:The World's Population May Peak in Your Lifetime. What Happens

(Blg) o Next? by Dean Spears. The New York Times, September 21,
2023 (c)2023 The New York Times Company
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