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The plan for 2025 was to systematize the state of discussions in the field of the
international law of the sea during the processes leading to the adoption of the CAOF
Agreement and the BBNJ Agreement, as well as to examine developments in international
human rights law and international environmental law concerning the protection of marine
biodiversity. It further aimed to analyze how interactions among these fields have evolved,
including the role of non-state actors in the law-making process. In order to identify and
collect relevant discussions in each field, we organized lectures, seminars, and interviews,
participated in the Polar Law Symposium, and disseminated findings through presentations
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at academic conferences and research meetings.

On April 21, 2025, as a project kick-off event, we invited Professor Kentaro Nishimoto
(Graduate School of Tohoku University) to deliver an in-person lecture entitled “The
Positioning of the Knowledge of Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities in the Law of
the Sea: Focusing on the BBNJ Agreement and the CAOF Agreement.” The lecture was co-
hosted with the Chuo University Study Group on International Relations Law and was
publicized to both undergraduate and graduate students. On July 10 of the same year, we
held a hybrid research seminar in collaboration with researchers from the Center for
International and European Studies (CERIC), Faculty of Law and Political Science, Aix-
Marseille University, focusing in particular on the ratification and domestic implementation
of the BBNJ Agreement in France. On July 24, we also organized an online lecture by
Associate Professor Minori Takahashi (Hokkai-Gakuen University) entitled “The History
and Politics of Greenland.”

As part of our research on indigenous knowledge relating to marine organisms, we
conducted an online interview with Dr. Victoria Qutuuq Buschman (PhD in Conservation
Biology) on September 3, 2025. In addition, on October 21, we carried out an on-site
interview at the Inuit Circumpolar Council (ICC) in Greenland, focusing on the ICC-led
Marine Protected Area initiative, Pikialasorsuaq.

From October 22 to 24, 2025, we participated in the Polar Law Symposium, where we
collected information particularly on the ICC’s engagement in marine biodiversity protection
in the Arctic Ocean and its participation in intergovernmental consultations. We also
conducted field research in Nuuk, including visits to the Greenland National Museum and
Archives and the Nuuk Local Museum, where we examined historical materials and
analyzed the development and transformation of marine resource use, including hunting
practices.

Based on these research activities, Kojima analyzed current discussions on the CAOF
Agreement and the BBNJ Agreement within the framework of the international law of the
sea. Osakada examined the influence of indigenous rights movements on treaty-making
processes, while Kimura organized discussions concerning the relationship between the
BBNJ Agreement and various treaties on biodiversity and climate change. Building on these
findings, we plan to co-author a paper analyzing the ICC-led Marine Protected Area
(Pikialasorsuaq) from the perspectives of the international law of the sea, international
human rights law, and international environmental law. Furthermore, we plan to continue
organizing lectures and seminars in a manner that actively engages undergraduate and
graduate students, thereby ensuring that the outcomes of this series of research activities
contribute to educational initiatives at Chuo University.

Regarding individual research activities, Kimura published papers and delivered
presentations on: (1) developments relating to the BBNJ Agreement, including the draft EU
Directive and domestic implementation in France; (2) advisory opinions of the ICJ, ITLOS,
and TACtHR concerning climate change; (3) the interrelationship between climate change,
biodiversity, and human rights; and (4) environmental and human rights due diligence in
relation to indigenous peoples. Kojima, for his part, collected primary materials as part of
the International Law Association’s “Protection of People at Sea” Committee working group
and contributed to the preparation of an interim report.
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