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To begin with, I would like to summarize the research activities conducted in fiscal year
2025 for our study on the transformations and reconfigurations of consciousness, body, and
society as well as the practices of symbiosis in Yunnan (China), Kazakhstan, and Laos under
China’s “Belt and Road Initiative.” In particular, we must sincerely reflect on the fact that
the collaborative research undertaken by our organizational team did not progress as
originally planned.

First, the principal investigator, who oversees the entire project, was unable to devote
sufficient time to organizing and analyzing the large volume of primary materials collected
through fieldwork. As a result, the data analysis by other members of the research team was
hindered. For example, interview data concerning rituals and ceremonies conducted by local
communities and families, as well as views and actual practices related to marriage among
families and kinship groups, were collected through approximately forty interviews, each
lasting about two hours. However, because these audio recordings were in Lao, various
ethnic minority languages, or Yunnan dialects spoken by minority groups in Yunnan, the
transcription process proved extremely difficult. Consequently, analyses by co-researchers
on topics such as views on life and death, religious beliefs, and international marriage
remained uninitiated.

Second, although the collection of written materials related to the field sites progressed
smoothly, many of these documents consisted of historical accounts written in Arabic, Lao,
or French. Given the scarcity of available information on the local contexts, deciphering such
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highly contextualized content has required considerable time. As a result, literature-based
studies—such as those planned in the history of scholarship—also remained unstarted.

Third, it is undeniable that a series of unavoidable circumstances among the research
team members—such as surgeries and hospitalizations due to health issues, bereavements
in their families, and caregiving responsibilities—made it difficult to advance the
collaborative research as initially planned.

Regarding the elucidation of the practices of symbiosis, which constitute the central
objective of this study, comparative analysis of the findings obtained from each field site
remains a task for the future. It is clear that collaborative research requires a certain
amount of time before its outcome can take shape, and with this in mind, I intend to fulfill
my responsibilities as the principal investigator while addressing these challenges.

At the same time, although the research outcome inevitably contains constraints and
limitations, we nonetheless obtained several valuable insights that can be considered
academically significant. Below, I present a summary of the research outcome for fiscal year
2025, organized by region.

Insights gained from research on Hui Muslims in Baoshan, Yunnan Province, China

In research conducted in Baoshan City, Yunnan Province, we are advancing studies
targeting Hui Muslims. Fieldwork-based interviews have been continuously conducted from
2009 to the present.

Historically and currently, the Hui people have been forced to be symbiosis with "others"—
emperors, states, governments, Han Chinese, etc.—in an asymmetrical relationship. For
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example, when describing "others," "appropriateness" in vocabulary, topics, and narrative
style has been required. Within this context, the dual faith system of "dual loyalty" to the
emperor (state) and Allah, chosen by the Hui people, has enabled them to observe and
describe China with their specialized knowledge and vocabulary while practicing Islam. The
logical absolute contradiction of dual loyalty actually functions as a religiously meaningful
distinction, preventing their survival and dignity from being undermined by conflict and
disputes.

In the study of the Hui people's " practices of symbiosis " in Baoshan, the possibility of a
life supported by faith being "sustainable" is sought to be solidified through the "pre-emptive
agreement" presented by the thought of Ma Zhu (1640-1711, born in Baoshan), one of the
four great translators of Islamic texts into Chinese during the Ming and Qing dynasties.
Here, whether or not "agreement" is actually established between oneself and others is not
particularly important. Rather, what is important is the "sustainability" of expressing and
demonstrating faith within the world of China.

Religion produces various descriptions of its own complexity and attempts to protect the
construction of a reality associated with it. Fundamentally, under the immense pressure of
increased complexity from the environment, religion cannot procure "minimum diversity"—
—religion possessing enough diversity to cope with the complexity of the environment——
within itself. Therefore, religion observes this impossibility itself and, in order to avoid a
serious conflict with its own function, explains its own environmental incompatibility. This
explanation is Ma Zhu's devised dual loyalty and "Chinese Islamic thought." It is the logic
underlying the Hui people's "practices of symbiosis."
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Insights gained from fieldwork in Na Mo District, Oudomxay Province, Laos

Oudomzxay Province in northern Laos has an area of 15,370 km?, a population of 307,622,
and a population density of 20 people/km?2. Its capital is Xay. 85% of the province is
mountainous, and it shares a border of approximately 15 km with the Sip Song Phangna
Dai Autonomous Prefecture in Yunnan Province, China, to the north. The Lao People's
Democratic Republic was established in 1975, and after a period of socialist planned
economy, it shifted to market economy policies in the late 1980s. From the 1990s onward,
privatization of various economic sectors and development of major roads progressed. In the
2000s, the penetration of market economy policies accelerated rapidly. In the early 2000s,
Xay transformed into a key hub for northern logistics, connecting the borders with China
(Boten, Meo Chai), Thailand (Bokeo), Vietnam (Dien Bien), and the capital Vientiane.
Furthermore, along main roads and their branches in rural areas, large numbers of people
migrated from surrounding farming and mountain villages, resulting in the emergence of
concentrated settlements. In addition, the introduction of rubber trees and cash crops
progressed. The former semi-subsistence "complex livelihood" lifestyle, symbolized by slash-
and-burn agriculture, the collection of useful plants on fallow land, and the roaming of
livestock, underwent a dramatic transformation.

The Laos-China Railway opened in December 2021. It runs from Vientiane through Vang
Vieng, Phong Hong, Luang Prabang, Sai, Na Mo, and Na Toui, to Boten on the Chinese
border and then to Kunming in Yunnan. Na Mo Station was also established on this line,
which traverses the main logistics route in central and northern Laos.

Previously, most residents of Na Mo district were semi-subsistence small farmers. As
migration from the surrounding mountainous areas to the main roads progressed and
settlement areas emerged, they gained opportunities to earn cash income through various
non-agricultural jobs alongside agriculture. The number of people who spend most of their
time in a homogeneous world in terms of ethnic identity has decreased through education,
healthcare, intermarriage, and business, while opportunities for interaction with people
from other villages and settlement areas, and with people of other ethnic affiliations, have
increased.

Amidst stratification and shifts in ethnic identity, the social relationships of the Lao people
are undergoing a significant restructuring. In particular, the expansion of the "the Chinese
language bloc" is driving a reorganization of social relations throughout Laos, accompanied
by distinctive phenomena in concentrated settlement areas, suburban farming villages, and
remote mountain villages.

The Na Mo settlement area consists of four villages: Hom Xai, Huai On, Nam Xe, and Na
Thong. The district office is located in Hom Xai village, and the largest permanent market
in the district is in Huai On village. Many of the relatively wealthy merchants who have
shops along the main road (National Highway 13 North) and in the Huai On market are Lao
nationality of Han Chinese descent. This ethnic group called the Ho operate agencies and
marriage agencies, providing services such as interpreting, driver placement, job placement,
marriage introductions, and assistance with residency permits and housing/land purchase
procedures for newcomers of Chinese nationality of Han Chinese. In Na Mo district, the
village with the largest concentration of the Ho people is Hom Xai village, and the residents
of these concentrated settlements are important hubs in the expanding "the Chinese
language bloc."

Furthermore, in nearby rural areas and remote mountain villages, raw rubber harvested
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from rubber trees and cash crops cultivated primarily during the dry season are almost
entirely purchased by Chinese companies and merchants and exported to China. In cash
crop cultivation, Chinese agricultural companies and Chinese farm managers often lease
farmland from villagers, paying rent, and employ them as agricultural laborers.

In Namo County, the "the Chinese language bloc" is bringing new information and
opportunities in areas such as cash income, education, studying abroad, and marriage. While
the quantity and quality of this information and these opportunities vary among people,
they exist within relationships that transcend the spatial boundaries of residential areas,
nearby rural areas, and remote mountain villages. It's as if this is prompting a renewal of
the "totality of connections" in Namo society. The expansion and penetration of the "the
Chinese language bloc" has gone beyond the dimension of language commands such as
whether or not one can speak Chinese; rather, it is intimately influencing people's
consciousness, bodies, and society.

Insights gained from fieldwork in Kazakhstan

Kazakhstan studies attempt to analyze the impact of China's Belt and Road Initiative on
local communities, families, and individuals in the countries involved, from multiple
perspectives. In particular, research conducted over the past year or two has analyzed the
impact of the presence of China and Chinese workers on Kazakhstani workers through
interviews with urban construction workers. Specifically, the study focused on Kazakhstani
urban construction companies where a certain number of Chinese individuals hold top
management positions and where Chinese workers are employed, and interviews were
conducted with the Kazakhstani workers employed there. The findings are as follows:

Firstly, the Kazakhstani urban construction workers interviewed have experience working
with and interacting with Chinese workers as colleagues within their respective work teams.
This significantly shapes their current views of China and Chinese people. While
acknowledging negative sentiments towards Chinese people within their own country, they
emphasize the high quality of materials and products sent from China, revealing that they
actually have relatively strong positive feelings towards China and Chinese people.

Secondly, there is a perspective that views Chinese people without any special regard,
treating them the same as other workers who come to Kazakhstan from countries such as
Uzbekistan and Tajikistan seeking employment. This perspective compares views on China
and Chinese people to those of other foreign workers, often referencing workplace
experiences.

Thirdly, there is the view of China and Chinese people held by those with little interest in
politics or little concern for political matters. Their understanding of China's Belt and Road
Initiative might be limited to "having heard of it," and their perception of the Khorgos Free
Zone might be limited to knowing it's a place where their family, who are middlemen,
purchase Chinese products. They may also express interest in Chinese culture and even a
positive attitude towards their children receiving higher education in China.

In Kazakh society, differences in views on China and Chinese people are evident, for
example, between rural mining workers and urban construction workers. The diversity and
contributing factors of these differences will be examined in future research.
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