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During the spring semester, we were cleaning the surveys in 2023 to make dataset
analyzable. Since the summer break, we made pooled dataset added the surveys in 2020 to
this dataset and analyzed. We wrote the first draft organized the results of these analyses
and presented them in the seminar held at Aoyama Gakuin University and the Public Choice
Society Annual Conference. The abstracts of the presented paper are as follows.

The birth rate in developed countries continues to decline, and in Japan, this decrease is
particularly rapid, making it a major policy issue. In this context, a policy of free early
childhood education was implemented to reduce the burden on child-rearing generations.
This paper conducted an empirical analysis to examine whether this free education policy
affects women’s employment behavior and childbirth. The analysis results reveal that, while
the policy has a positive impact on households eligible for free education and those certain
to benefit in the future, it does not affect other groups. Based on these findings, the study
suggests that while the policy is expected to promote employment among women in child-
rearing generations to some extent, its effectiveness as a countermeasure against declining
birth rates is limited. The need to address unmarried individuals living alone is identified
as a future policy challenge.

We will revise it based on the points raised at these conferences.
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Costs Contribute to Increasing Female Labor Participation and Addressing the
Declining Birth Rate?” , Public Choice Society, 2025 Annual Conference, Louisville
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