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Human remains

é¢ \tA/e. tog, have the human right
0 get buried and stay buried,
atthe Museum 22

Suzan Shown Harko,
Cheyenne and Hocduigee Muscoges
noEnous dphts activist Som LISA
Human remains in the Pitt Rivers Museurn originate
from different continents and were collected at
different points In time. Some of the remains, such as
human tissue including skin, bone, hair, teeth or nals,
have been incorporated into cultural artefacts. Other
sheletal remains are from burial cortexts, This graph

shows where in the world the human remains held by
the Museum come from.

Have you cometo see
the ‘'shrunken heads’?

The human remains that used to be on display in
this case have been removed. indigenous peoples
have long argued against the public display of their
ancestors’ remains.

Our audience research has shown that visitors
often saw the Museum's displays of humean remains
a3 a testament to other cultures being "savage”,
*nrimitive” or “gruesome”. Rather than enabling our
\isitors to reach a deeper understanding of each
other'sways of being, the displays reinforced racist
and stereotypical thinking that goes a the
Museuny's vaiues today.

7 Pitt Rivers Museum, Human remains in the Pitt Rivers Museum

(https://www.prm.ox.ac.uk/human -remains-pitt -rivers-museum), accessed: 2023.10.18
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How does the meaning of the mbira change within
the colonial context of Rhodesia versus independent
Zimbabwe?

Wouid a similar change in meaning happen if you
use indigancus instead of colonial toporyms?
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3 TWO BRASS PLAQUES FROM BENIN
1500-1700

These plaques once decorated the royal
palace in the great city of Benin and
G show the importance of trade between
U West Africans and Europeans in the 16th  Kingdom of Benin

and17th centuries. The upper plaque ::::"my'mm’
depicts the face of 3 Portuguese man
and includes four manillas as symbols I‘:‘;':::’:ymam m:::s'a"
of exchange. The lower plaque depicts in1897and transferred to
21/ 38 a Benin court official, manilla in hand. e ‘I"‘“;’;ﬁ”‘“”“'“ RS
Trade with Portuguese and other i
European merchants was g royal I’;:::::’;:‘:ﬁ‘;':::“m
Prerogative, & Afi898,0115.8)
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- Restitution and repatriation
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®V&A, Restitution and repatriation (https://lwww.vam.ac.uk/info/restitution -and-

repatriation), accessed: 2023.10.18
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The Holy Thorn Reliquary
pphires, rubies and pearls

Enamelled gold, sq
Paris, about 1400

This reliquary was m

ade 10 contain g th
sufgpo;edly ?;om'the Crown of Thorns th?:rrn\;vo
placed on Christ’s head before the Crucifi :

ik oe :;’Toc:r:tcslrznome‘ljled Plaques in the bo:;o 2
s
(1340-1416]. - made for Jean, duc de Berry

a French rovol @ Crown of Thorns itself was

20 B v Ve The Holy Thorn Reliquary
- w QU " s
12 6 aE 5s °é aE
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11 John Cherry, The Holy Thorn Reliquary , THE BRITISH MUSEUM PRESS

12 The British Museum, Contested objects from the collection (https://www.britishmuseum.

org/about -us/british -museum-story/contested-objects-collection), accessed: 2023.10.19
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Woad, stone and whalchone hand clobs fiom New: Zealand,
| Taku Cook Klands and Tonga collecred. by James Clook
andan Aboriginal shicld from Susral

Bark shicld

=19tk century: AD)

Shield from New South Wales, Australia

unknown
Now Souh Wains,
Aumralia

This shieid, of bark and wood (red mangrove), dates

10 the late 1700s or early 1800s. Broad shields such as
this were used as defensive weapons against spears. st of Aus
The size and shape of the hole in this shield suggest ailed up the ea
it was pierced by a spear.

Although once thought to have been collected in

occupation be
1770 by James Cock or Joseph Banks at Kamay
Follow the trail

st in 1770, permanent British

an in 1788 with a ‘First Fl
to establish a penal
present day Sydney. In 1901, Australia becam.

ountry independent from the United Ki

(Botany Bay, near Sydney), it may have been obtained )mu:rml people in central Australia rem

from its owner between about 1790 and 1818 and sent of contact with Europeans until the early

to London by a celonial gavernor or other collector,

It is the earlieat known Aboriginal shield from Australia D e

and has come to symbolise the first British colonisation i

of Australia and ite ongoing legacy, which still affects

Aboriginal and Torres Strat lslander people in

Australia 1oday.
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13 The British Museum, Collecting and empire trall (https://www.britishmuseum.org/visit/o
bject-trails/collecting -and-empire-trail ), accessed2023.10.19
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15 The British Museum, Human remains (https://lwww.britishmuseum.org/our -

work/departments/human -remains), accessed: 2023.10.19
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16 The British Museum, Magdala collection (https://www.britishmuseum.org/about -
us/british -museum-story/contested-objects-collection/magdala-collection), accessed:

2023.10.19
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Christian Egypt
and Ethiopia

Shared faith and local tradition

Over the last two thousand years, Egypt

and Ethiopia have been home to Jewish,
Christian and Muslim communities.

The obiects in this gallery reflect Egypt
and Ethiopia's place within a wider
Chnstian histoncal context, and

YR

highlight exchange with other cultures : * %
and traditions. B iAb: X
; AT
= q: \ ":':_::. > il
The churches of Egypt and Ethiopia G (2 ol TA F e
trace their lineage back ta Saint Mark i 2y J '\\\

the Evangelist, author of one of the
Gospels. Egypt and Ethiopia were
clesely connected through diplomatic
and economic activity along Red Sea
trade routes.

Far further materal reprasenting Christar: Egyot and
Ereopa, plesse vail Roorms 25 and 41 for Chistian Nubxa,
Pl vt Room 65 for matenal relazng 10 the Sk
history of this ragion, please vaz Raoms 42-3

29/

2
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Ethiopia

T Kingoiam of Aksum, 1 the Ettvopan hghiands,
: was a great trading powes i1 antiquity and o of
the wurlds pardiest Gleistan states. By around

AD 350, the archinahop of Aexandria had
aprointed & Syran caled Frumenius as bishep

of Aksum,

" Cohrstan lexls were transkated aio the local

o Ge'ez language. This recuns the iturgical
language of tha Ethiopan Orthadox Church, In
redinous prachca and 5 associted ant farms,
distinctive Christinn fradtiors svelved. Today
Cheistisgn costoms continge 10 fiaursh, such an
plgamages 10 the histanc rack-cut churchas of

! Libota, or in the displey of elaborate crossas
durng eigous PIocRssOns,

=11 traditicrnys are part of & mult-fank cuitures
ety 10 cantamporary Ethopa: Budding on
i exchange and cooxstarce with othar
faath communilivg,
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"

~ "Donations

Welcome

Welcome to the British Museum
Suggested donation £5




37/ 38

Why are these
‘ cases empty?

| We're developing content for our

Cha Chai Tea axi
| 70ctober 2023
|

hibition, opening

w0 cases to
umidity lovels
ASture content in the air)
bl for the objects going
play,

2bout the o

xhibition,
oct/tea
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